ORDINANCE NO. 07-45
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 82, PARKS AND RECREATION, ARTICLE I, “IN GENERAL”, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 82-8 PROHIBITING CAMPING IN A CITY PARK, RECREATION AREA, OR CITY FACILITY FOR MORE THAN THREE CONSECUTIVE DAYS; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.


WHEREAS, the City of Texas City, a home-rule city, seeks to address the problem of camping in city parks and recreation areas that is more than short-term, recreational camping; and,


WHEREAS, the City Commission deems it in the best interest of the health, safety, and welfare of the City of Texas City to amend The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, Chapter 82, “Parks and Recreation”, Article I, “In General”, by adding a new section 82-8 prohibiting camping at a city park, recreation area, or facility for more than three consecutive days, or where prohibited by appropriate signage;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1:
That The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, Texas, Chapter 82, Parks and Recreation, Article I, In General, is amended by adding a new section 82-8 to read and provide as follows:

“Chapter 82  PARKS AND RECREATION
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

***
Sec. 82-8. Camping in city parks and recreation areas.
(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to camp, within the confines of any public park, public recreation area, or city facility located in the city, for any period longer than three consecutive days.

(2) Notwithstanding section (1), it shall be unlawful for any person to camp within the confines of any public park, public recreation area, or city facility located in the city, where expressly prohibited and marked by appropriate signage.
(3) Camping shall be defined to include sleeping or living in vehicles, as well as tents.”
          
SECTION 2:  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.  In the event any section, clause, sentence, paragraph, or part of this Ordinance shall be for any reason adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect, invalidate, or impair the remainder of this Ordinance.


SECTION 3:
That the Charter requirement for reading this Ordinance on three (3) separate days has been dispensed by a majority vote of the City Commission.


SECTION 4:
That this Ordinance shall be finally passed upon the date of its introduction and shall become effective from and after its passage and adoption and publication by caption only in the official newspaper of the City.


PASSED AND ADOPTED the 21st day of November, 2007.
_____________________

Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor 


City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST:






APPROVED AS TO FORM:
________________________



_______________________

Pam Lawrence






Robert Gervais

City Secretary






City Attorney
------------------------------------------------------
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