CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2008– 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A REGULAR CALLED MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION was held on Wednesday, January 2, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Mike Land, Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Donald Singleton, and Carl Sullivan.
The Mayor called upon Commissioner Tommy Clark, to offer the Invocation.  Commissioner Sullivan led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

I. PUBLIC HEARING
A.
Public Hearing to consider the City of Texas City’s proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment adding Zoning District "CIMU" Commercial/Industrial/Mixed Use for the Dickinson Bayou Transition area.

Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that this public hearing has been called to amend the Zoning Ordinance to include CIMU – Industrial Mixed Use to the Dickinson Bayou Transition Land –Undesignation.  This is the next step in the formulation process associated with the recent revisions to our land use plan (for the Dickinson Bayou Transition Area).  This new zoning district will establish the proper land use controls to regulate this transitional area.  The Zoning Commission reviewed the data presented for this consideration and the public hearing on November 20, 2007 was properly given in accordance with the Zoning Enabling Statute and our Zoning Ordinance.  The rationale and nexus was clearly articulated and after their review the members present unanimously recommended approval of this new zoning district with performance standards.  For a detail summary of specific issues discussed please reference the Zoning Minutes of November 20, 2007.  To date there are no controversial issues associated with this amendment.  After this district is adopted by the City Commission we will rezone all parcels located within this designated area.
Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING; Commissioner Singleton seconded the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

II. CONSENT AGENDA
Mayor Doyle requested that item B., Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-003 confirming the Mayor’s appointment of the Fire Chief, authorizing the Mayor to negotiate and enter into an employment agreement, be pulled from the agenda for further discussion.
A.
Consider approval of the Minutes from the December 19, 2007 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.


C. 
Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-004 awarding Bid No. 2008-892 for delivered hot mix asphalt six (6) month contract; authorizing the Mayor to execute a contract. (Purchasing Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 08-004

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH SOUTHERN CRUSHED CONCRETE, LLC FOR THE DELIVERED HOT MIX ASPHALT SIX (6) MONTH CONTRACT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Sullivan made a MOTION to APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA items A and C; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

B.
Consider approval of Resolution 08-003 confirming the Mayor's appointment of the Fire Chief; authorizing the Mayor to negotiate and enter into an employment agreement. (Fire Department)

Fire Chief Grimm introduced the City’s new fire chief, Joseph Gorman.  Mr. Gorman is a 27-year firefighting veteran.  Previously he has owned and operated a fire protection consulting firm, he has served as a fire chief in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  The new chief remarked that he is very happy to serve in this position and he pledged to provide excellent customer service to the citizens of Texas City.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-003

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRE CHIEF; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER INTO AN EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution 08-003 confirming the Mayor's appointment of Joseph Gorman as the new Fire Chief; authorizing the Mayor to negotiate and enter into an employment agreement; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
III.
REGULAR ITEMS


A.
Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-01 approving the Final Project Plan and Reinvestment Zone Financing Plan for Reinvestment Zone Number One, City of Texas City, Texas; authorizing the City Secretary to distribute such plan; containing findings and provisions related to the foregoing subjects; and providing for severability. (Management Services Dept.)

Trey Lary and Sue Darcy reported on Regular Items A, B and C.  The first item, A., is the approval of the Final Project Plan and Reinvestment Zone Financing Plan, Sue Darcy and her team at Marsh Darcy put together the Project Plan.  Mr Lary addressed items B and C; he began with the Interlocal Agreement with the College of the Mainland.  The College has agreed to participate in the Lago Mars TERZ by contributing their taxes to the project on the same basic levels of participation that the City and Galveston County have voted to participate; they are going to participate 20 years on the residential side and 30 years on the commercial side.  This rounds out the participants in the Zone - the City, the County and the College.  He noted that the more money that is coming in from the County and the College the length of time of the zone will shorten, which means the participation of the City should be shorter.  The College is very excited about the project and in helping Texas City.  This agreement is essentially the same as that with the County.  Item C. is a resolution approving the Quad Party Agreement: the City, the Zone, the Authority, and Galveston County No. 54 which is the Master MUD for all of the MUDs.  This agreement sets forth how the money flows from the County, and the College, and the City into the Authority and then is used to pay for the TERZ projects.  The City will collect the payments from the College and the County and the City will put its own contribution into the Tax Increment Fund.  The City will take those monies and will pay them to the Lago Mar Development Authority – the funds can only be used to pay for projects in the Project Plan, to pay debt service on bonds issued to pay for projects in the Project Plan.  The Authority will enter into agreements with the developers, in which the developers will pay for these projects up front and the Authority will reimburse them over time as the monies become available.  Some of the projects will be financed and issued by the Authority and some of the other projects, which are essentially the water, sewer, and drainage projects, will be financed by the Master MUD; there is an advantage of the Master MUD issuing those bonds - they can do it at a better interest rate.  The money will come from the City to the Authority and the Authority will divide it up between what they use for their bonds for its projects and what gets sent to the District for the District bonds and the District projects.  This agreement puts in place the whole structure.  It is the Plan, item A, that is essentially the document that you are asking the Authority to go out and implement; they can not do anything that is not in the Plan.  Only the City Commission can amend the Plan; only the City Commission can add or subtract projects from the Plan.  Before either the Authority or District can sell bonds it will have to come to the City Commission.  
Commissioner Sullivan queried whether the development would be put on hold due to all of the foreclosures that have been taking place.  Mr. Lary responded that he did not think so, the developers feel that the entry level buyers may be weakening but the second and third time home buyers is not.  The Commissioner also questioned the figures noted on page 49 concerning DOW with 1250 employees in Texas City, he remarked that he did not feel these figures were correct.  Ms. Darcy said that she would look into that and make any necessary corrections.
ORDINANCE NO. 08-01

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PROJECT PLAN AND REINVESTMENT ZONE FINANCING PLAN FOR REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE, CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS; AUTHORIZING THE CITY SECRETARY TO DISTRIBUTE SUCH PLAN; CONTAINING FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE FOREGOING SUBJECTS; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-01 approving the Final Project Plan and Reinvestment Zone Financing Plan for Reinvestment Zone Number One, City of Texas City, Texas; authorizing the City Secretary to distribute such plan; containing findings and provisions related to the foregoing subjects; and providing for severability; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

B.
Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-002 authorizing the Mayor or his designee to enter into an Interlocal Agreement with College of the Mainland, and the Board of Directors of Reinvestment Zone Number One, City of Texas City, Texas, to outline the obligations of College of the Mainland as a participant in the Zone. (Management Services Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 08-002

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO ENTER INTO AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND, AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE, CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, TO OUTLINE THE OBLIGATIONS OF COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND AS A PARTICIPANT IN THE ZONE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.


C.
Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-001 authorizing the Mayor or his designee to enter into an agreement with Lago Mar Development Authority, Galveston County Municipal Utility District Number 54, and the Board of Directors of Reinvestment Zone Number 1, City of Texas City, Texas. (Management Services Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 08-001

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH LAGO MAR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, GALVESTON COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NUMBER 54, AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE, CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT AND REAPPOINTMENTS OF BOARD MEMBERS TO THE CITY’S CORPORATIONS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 08-002 authorizing the Mayor or his designee to enter into an Interlocal Agreement with College of the Mainland, and the Board of Directors of Reinvestment Zone Number One, City of Texas City, Texas, to outline the obligations of College of the Mainland as a participant in the Zone and Resolution No. 08-001 authorizing the Mayor or his designee to enter into an agreement with Lago Mar Development Authority, Galveston County Municipal Utility District Number 54, and the Board of Directors of Reinvestment Zone Number 1, City of Texas City, Texas;; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

IV.
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Ms. Bousha, resident of Texas City, voiced her complaints concerning the Comcast Cable Company.
Mr. Garza, resident of Texas City, wished everyone a Happy New Year and thanked the Commission for the good job that they were doing.

      V.


MAYOR’S COMMENTS

          VI.
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Having no further business, Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:35 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Sullivan. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







     MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR
ATTEST:








Pamela A. Lawrence






City Secretary
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