CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2008– 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A REGULAR CALLED MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION was held on Wednesday, January 16, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Mike Land, Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Donald Singleton, and Carl Sullivan.
The Mayor called upon Pastor Carl Fitzgerald, Landmark Missionary Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Pastor Fitzgerald for his attendance and for offering the invocation.  Commissioner Sullivan led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Mayor made the following presentation:

SERVICE YEAR AWARD PINS were presented to the following:


CHARLES WHITE, JR.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.

20 YEARS

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

	 

	1.
	
	
	
	 
	CONSENT AGENDA
	 

	 

	
	a.
	
	
	   
	Consider approval of minutes from the January 2, 2008, Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
	 

	 

	
	b.
	
	
	   
	Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-005 approval of 2008 HGAC Law Enforcement Training Reimbursement Grant.  (Police Dept.) 
	 

	RESOLUTION NO. 08-005

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $28,051.00 FOR TEXAS CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING ACADEMY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

 

	
	c.
	
	
	   
	Consider approval of Resolution 08-006 recommending that Galveston County M.U.D. No. 54 award construction contract for the water well/plant project to R & B Group.  (Purchasing Dept.)
	 

	RESOLUTION NO. 08-006

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, TO APPROVE AND RECOMMEND THAT GALVESTON COUNTY M.U.D. NO. 54 AWARD CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR THE WATER WELL/PLANT PROJECT TO R & B GROUP; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

 

	2.
	
	
	
	 
	REGULAR ITEMS
	 

	 

	
	a.
	
	
	   
	Consider approval of the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 07-47 amending the "Master Land Use Plan" of the City of Texas City, to amend the Industrial Transition Zone and to add Dickinson Bayou Transition. (Planning Dept.)
	 

	ORDINANCE NO. 07-47

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE “MASTER LAND USE PLAN” OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, TO AMEND THE INDUSTRIAL TRANSITION ZONE AND TO ADD DICKINSON BAYOU TRANSITION; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.
No changes.
Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 07-47 amending the "Master Land Use Plan" of the City of Texas City, to amend the Industrial Transition Zone and to add Dickinson Bayou Transition; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.



	
	b.
	
	
	   
	Consider approval of Ordinance 08-03 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Chapter 40 by rezoning from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “F-1" (Outdoor Industrial) for general office use, warehouse, temporary storage of equipment and vehicles; being 5.99 acres out of Lot 3, Blk. 4, H. Ferguson Survey, in the 3000 block of Loop 197 North, Texas City, Texas. (Inspections Dept.) 
	 

	Larry Iles, Director of Inspections, reported that this item was previously granted preliminary rezoning approval by the Zoning Commission and the City Commission.  A building permit has been issued; the property is now ready to be permanently rezoned by ordinance.

ORDINANCE NO. 08-03

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 40 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY REZONING FROM DISTRICT “A”, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, TO DISTRICT “F-1”, OUTDOOR INDUSTRIAL, FOR GENERAL OFFICE USE, WAREHOUSE, TEMPORARY STORAGE OF EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES BEING 5.99 ACRES OUT OF LOT 3, BLOCK 4, J. FERGUSON SURVEY, LOCATED IN THE 3000 BLOCK OF LOOP 197 NORTH, TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS; ORDERING SAID CHANGES MADE ON THE CITY ZONING MAP; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Sullivan made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance 08-03 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Chapter 40 by rezoning from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “F-1" (Outdoor Industrial) for general office use, warehouse, temporary storage of equipment and vehicles; being 5.99 acres out of Lot 3, Blk. 4, H. Ferguson Survey, in the 3000 block of Loop 197 North, Texas City, Texas; Commissioner Clark SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

 

	
	c.
	
	
	   
	Consider approval of Ordinance 08-02 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Chapter 40 by rezoning from “F” (Light Industry) to “F-1" (Outdoor Industrial) to construct a fuel station with above ground tanks; being Lots 1-12,13-24, Blk. 146 and 139 Kohfeldt’s 2nd Addition, located at 102 Hwy. 146, Texas City, Texas. (Inspections Dept.) 
	 

	Larry Iles, Director of Inspections, reported that this item also was previously granted preliminary rezoning approval by the Zoning Commission and the City Commission.  A building permit has been issued; the property is now ready to be permanently rezoned by ordinance.

ORDINANCE NO. 08-02

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 40 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY REZONING FROM DISTRICT “F”, LIGHT INDUSTRY, TO DISTRICT “F-1”, OUTDOOR INDUSTRIAL, TO CONSTRUCT A FUEL STATION WITH ABOVE GROUND TANKS BEING LOTS 1-12, 13-24, BLOCK 146 AND 139, KOHFELDT’S 2ND ADDITION, LOCATED AT 102 HIGHWAY 146, TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS; ORDERING SAID CHANGES MADE ON THE CITY ZONING MAP; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance 08-02 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Chapter 40 by rezoning from “F” (Light Industry) to “F-1" (Outdoor Industrial) to construct a fuel station with above ground tanks; being Lots 1-12,13-24, Blk. 146 and 139 Kohfeldt’s 2nd Addition, located at 102 Hwy. 146, Texas City, Texas.;  Commissioner Haney SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

 

	
	d.
	
	
	   
	Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-04 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget to accept donated funds from Dow Chemical.  (Finance Dept.)
	 

	Cheryl Hunter, Financial Director, reported that a budget amendment is needed to accept donated funds from Dow Chemical.  The funds, in the amount of $165,000.00, will be used to purchase an emergency response mobile command center and other emergency response equipment for the City of Texas City’s Emergency Response System.  The donated funds must be fully expended by September 25, 2008.  the funding will be appropriated in the department of Emergency Management, which the Director of Emergency Management will oversee and be responsible for project compliance.

ORDINANCE NO. 08-04

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 07-32, ADOPTING THE 2007-2008 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO ACCEPT DONATED FUNDS FROM DOW CHEMICAL TO PURCHASE AN EMERGENCY RESPONSE  MOBILE COMMAND CENTER; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Sullivan made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-04 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget to accept donated funds from Dow Chemical; Commissioner Clark SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

 

	
	e.
	
	
	   
	Consider approval of Ordinance 08-05 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Chapter 40 by adding Section 40-45, District CIMU, Commercial/Industrial/Mixed Use for the Dickinson Bayou Transition Area.  (Planning Dept.)
	 

	ORDINANCE NO. 08-05

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 40 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY ADDING SECTION 40-45, DISTRICT CIMU, COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/MIXED USE FOR THE DICKINSON BAYOU TRANSITION AREA; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Don Carroll reported that there had been no changes.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance 08-05 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Chapter 40 by adding Section 40-45, District CIMU, Commercial/Industrial/Mixed Use for the Dickinson Bayou Transition Area; Commissioner Singleton SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

Upon Commissioner Carl Sullivan, Sr.’s retirement of 22 years of dedicated service to the citizens of Texas City as Commission District 2, a reception honoring the Commissioner would follow the meeting.
Mayor Matthew T. Doyle said it that it has been a melancholy week for him.  This isn’t Commissioner Sullivan’s last meeting but knowing Carl he probably would sneak off if he knew we were was doing this.  Addressing Commissioner Sullivan, Mayor Doyle said, “You have been a lot of help to me when I first became commissioner and you certainly have been a lot of help to me after becoming mayor.  We have been lucky in the City of Texas City to have someone that would dedicate 22 years of their life to serve the City; you just don’t find people that are willing to give that kind of time and you gave it sincerely and selflessly to the public at the risk of missing some opportunities with your family.  When asked what the one single thing is that I appreciate about Carl Sullivan, I answered there are two things: the dedication that he has to the working men and women of Texas City and throughout the County and secondly was how when a citizen called on him it wasn’t just a call he would go visit that citizen and find out what that citizen needed and certainly report it back to me in detail what they needed.  I know this isn’t good bye forever but it certainly is a milestone for the City of Texas City to have someone like you retiring from this position.” 
Each Commissioner stated that it has been a great pleasure to work with Commissioner Sullivan and that he was going to be missed.  

Commissioner Land stated that he had the honor of not only serving with Carl but also serving under Carl as a police officer and he was always so easy to work with.  Speaking to Commissioner Sullivan, Commissioner Land said, “I always looked up to you, I admire your character and integrity”.

Commissioner Johnson said, “it has definitely been a learning experience to serve with you and I know that the Commission is going to miss your expertise.  When it comes to industry,  every time someone presents something dealing with industry (such as tax abatement) my head turns to the right to see what Carl is thinking about because he is the expert on that.  He has been a quiet strength on this Commission and I want you to know I have learned from afar”.

Echoing Commissioner Land, Commissioner Clark commented, “when you think of Carl Sullivan you think of integrity and character and I know we have all enjoyed working with him.  We wish you much happiness in your retirement not only from this but in your new locale”.

Mayor Doyle remarked that he will miss him the most on Youth In Government Day.  The trend has been young ladies that have served as Carl’s shadow on that day and Carl without a doubt even when he was out of town had a corsage delivered to that person that served under him.  When we say he is the consummate gentleman, he not only does it, he acts it, he shows it and he does it with style all the time.  The Mayor acknowledged the presence of former mayor, Chuck Doyle and Carlos Garza, the head of the iron workers, Richard Dee; County Commissioners Brian Lamb, Stephen Holmes, and Pat Doyle, County Judge Yarbrough; and Mayor pro tem Bill Charbonneau, from La Marque.  
County Judge Yarbrough said that Texas City in general has been blessed over the years to have good people serve on its City Commission and Mayor’s office.  Rarely do you see someone that gives 22 years of their life to serve their community as Carl has done.  It starts with being good people and that is what Carl is and he is a friend of all of us.  All of the Commissioner’s Court is here except (County) Commissioner Clark who had other appointments this afternoon, but we wanted to take time to read a proclamation that we approved this morning at Commissioner’s Court.  The Judge read and presented Commissioner Sullivan with the Proclamation.
Richard, head of the Iron Workers, remarked that Carl has served labor well; he is a good friend and a good mentor.  Texas City is really lucky to have had him all these years.  Carl, I congratulate you.
Carlos Garza, former mayor of Texas City, commented that during five administrations there has been one common thread that is Carl Sullivan.  
Former mayor, Chuck Doyle congratulated Carl and his family.  “To me, Carl epitomizes why Texas City has the best governance of any government in Galveston County and probably in Texas because we have people like Carl that are willing to serve and sacrifice time from the family and time from the job and other endeavors of life to serve the people of Texas City and we truly believe that we are here to serve and not be served when you are serving the citizens of Texas City and that is why this is such a good government.  You have been a great friend to me I told Matt that he was really going to miss him because Carl is the kind of person on the Commission that mayors love because he is going to keep you straight, he is going to advise you, he is going to give you good advice and he is going to tell you how he feels on all the issues, he is never going to hit you from the blind side, he is going to be upfront with you and that is what keeps you guiding the ship straight.  One thing that we all have to remember is the greatest award for having done a good job is to have done it and you did it my friend.  Congratulations.”
A photo show compiled of photos of the Commission’s tenure in office was shown.

The Mayor presented Commissioner Sullivan with a jacket that had the City’s seal on the back; and he presented a bouquet of yellow roses to the Commissioner’s wife, Lucy.

Commissioner Carl Sullivan said that he came by in front of city hall and saw the sign that said thanks Carl Sullivan and he thought what in the world is going on.  Had I known this I probably would have skipped out, this is not my forte.  I served the citizens of Texas City since 1986 –I don’t know of any commissioner or mayor that has served for any reason other than to try to do what is right for the citizens.  I have enjoyed this time with the city.  This is some of the reason that I am leaving right now – family – he introduced his family, his children and grandchildren.  I really love Texas City – I love the citizens here.  This is a unique place.  I think a lot of cities should take some of what we show here and put it into effect in there own cities and quit all the squabbling that goes on and look at what is good for their citizens.  The Commissioner said that the one thing that he would like to see done is an increase in the Mayor and Commission’s salary or expense account.  The citizens of Texas City need to look at that.  The salary and expense account has been the same for 22 years that he has been on the Commission.  Commissioner Sullivan said that he is going to do his best to see that we get somebody here to put that (to give an increase to all the commissioners and the mayor) on the ballot for the May election - they deserve it.  The Commissioner said that he appreciated everything that has been said here today, he thanked every one and said we have a good community here and he has been fortunate to serve.



Having no further business, Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:40 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Sullivan. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







     MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR
ATTEST:








Pamela A. Lawrence






City Secretary

pal 1-17-2008
PAGE  
5

