CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2008 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, February 20, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton and Carl Sullivan.
The Mayor called upon Reverend Lillian Hyde, St. George’s Episcopal Church, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Reverend Hyde for her attendance and offering the invocation.  The Commissioner Sullivan led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Doyle presented a book, and a Certificate of Welcome to Reverend Hyde.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
PUBLIC HEARING

a.
Public hearing to consider Steven Lollis request to rezone from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “C” (Multi-family Residential) to construct a 240-unit senior living community; being 7.075 acres out of Lot 2, Lollis-Gebhart Subdivision; located at 34th Street and Loop 197 North, Texas City, Texas.

Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that this request came before the Zoning Commission on January 15, 2008.  Ten property owners were notified of the intent to rezone.  There was no opposition to the proposed rezoning.  After review of all pertinent information, the Zoning Commission voted to recommend approval of this request; however, the applicant must workshop with the Staff and Planning Board concerning the pedestrian/vehicular circulation for the proposed development.  This request is not in conflict with the Land Use Plan or Zoning Ordinance for the City.
Bob Amos, 7825 Hughes Ranch Road, Pearland, Texas, addressed the City Commission.  Mr. Amos’ complaint concerned a traffic stop at the bridge construction site at Hwy 146.  He received a speeding ticket for driving 62 mph in a posted 45 mph.  
Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to CLOSE the Public Hearing;  the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a.
Consider preliminary approval of Steven Lollis rezoning request from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “C” (Multi Family Residential) to construct a 240-unit senior living community.  (Planning Dept.)

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE preliminary zoning approval of Steven Lollis rezoning request from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “C” (Multi Family Residential) to construct a 240-unit senior living community; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the February 6, 2008 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.

b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-012 awarding the annual contract for Electrical Maintenance.  (Purchasing Dept.) 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-012
A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH CRESCENT ELECTRIC FOR THE ANNUAL ELECTRICAL MAINTENANCE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-014 authorizing the Galveston County Mosquito Control District to provide aerial spraying for mosquitoes. 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-014
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AERIAL SPRAYING OVER THE TERRITORY OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, FOR THE ABATEMENT OF MOSQUITOES BY THE GALVESTON COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL DISTRICT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-015 ordering the General Election to elect a Mayor and six Commissioners; approving the Notice of Election; designating polling locations and appointing the presiding and alternate election judges.  (Mayor)

RESOLUTION NO. 08-015
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, CALLING A GENERAL CITY ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, ON SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2008, BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 7:00 O’CLOCK A.M. AND 7:00 P.M., FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING A MAYOR, TWO CITY COMMISSIONERS AT-LARGE, AND FOUR CITY COMMISSIONERS FROM DISTRICTS, EACH FOR TWO YEAR TERMS; DESIGNATING THE POLLING LOCATIONS; APPOINTING THE PRESIDING AND ALTERNATE ELECTION JUDGES; PROVIDING FOR  EARLY VOTING; PROVIDING FOR AN EARLY VOTING BALLOT BOARD; PROVIDING FOR  NOTICE OF ELECTION; SETTING COMPENSATION FOR ELECTION JUDGES AND CLERKS; AND MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-016 awarding an annual contract for the purchase and delivery of Quicklime.  (Purchasing Dept.)
RESOLUTION NO. 08-016
A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF QUICKLIME ANNUAL CONTRACT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Singleton made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
REGULAR ITEMS     
a.
Consider approval of Ordinance 08-08 amending the Code of Ordinance City of Texas City Texas Chapter 90 Personnel, Article III.  Division 3, Police Department. by increasing the authorized strength of the Police Department by adding two officers.  (Police Dept.) 
Police Chief Burby gave a presentation on Selective Traffic Enforcement Patrol (STEP).  He reported that the Selective Traffic Enforcement Patrol will be responsible for the investigation of fatality, severe injury motor vehicle accidents.  Officers assigned to this unit work various hours and days to respond to the specified needs of the community as well as traffic complaints not worked by the Patrol Shifts.  They will report directly to the Uniformed Patrol Captain, and are not considered a daily uniformed patrol shift asset.  The City has received numerous complaints regarding traffic violations in many different parts of the city at various time of the day.  Due to the volume and type traffic concerns, we initiated a Selective Traffic Enforcement Patrol designed to be deployed to areas of concerns.  Another trend we realized was an increasing number of traffic accidents hit and run incidents, and accidents along Hwy 146.  We began by announcing our intent to focus on the ingress and egress corridors of the city.  Our goal is in line with universal traffic enforcement to get drivers to voluntarily comply with the rules of the road.
ORDINANCE NO. 08-08
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 07-32, ADOPTING THE 2007-2008 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO INCREASE FUNDING TO THE EXISTING BUDGET TO BALANCE ENCUMBRANCES FROM FISCAL YEAR 2006-2007; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance 08-08 amending the Code of Ordinance City of Texas City Texas Chapter 90 Personnel, Article III.  Division 3, Police Department. by increasing the authorized strength of the Police Department by adding two officers; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b.
Consider approval of Ordinance 08-09 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget to provide funding for the addition of two patrolmen for the Texas City Police Department.  (Finance Dept.)

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance 08-09 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget to provide funding for the addition of two patrolmen for the Texas City Police Department; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.


c.
Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-07 to permanently rezone from “C” (Multi-family Residential_ to “D” (Neighborhood service), “E” (General Business) and “F-1” (Outdoor Industrial) to “H” (Heavy Industry) to administratively correct the existing land use designation; being all of Blocks 40, 41, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, and 84 of the T.C. 1st and a portion of Blocks 12, 13, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of T.C. 1st Addition, save and except Lots 4 & 5, Blk. 67 T.C. 1st Addition and Blocks 64, 65, 66 and 67 which will be rezoned “IBD” (Industry Business District); being an area bounded by 6th Street, Bay Street, 2nd Avenue South and 4th Avenue South.  (Inspections Dept.).


James McWhorter reported that the City initiated this action.  This request came before the Zoning Commission on November 7, 2007.  Seven property owners were notified of the intent to rezone.  There was no opposition to the proposed rezoning.  Staff made a revised recommendation and recommended a portion be zoned IBD (Industrial Business District) in place of “H” (Heavy Industry).  This revision is a result of additional data analysis.  Specifically, the rationale for the revised recommendation is the City wanting to ensure that there is no encroachment of heavy industry past 3rd Avenue South and 4th Street South.  This recommendation is consistent with the vision and current provisions established with the Land Use Plan designation for the Industrial Transition Zone and the Industrial Business District zoning district designation.  The area set aside for IBD offers a higher land use and better transition between the residue heavy industrial land uses to the south and east.  After consideration of the recommendation and all pertinent information the Zoning Commission recommended approval of the rezoning request as amended by Staff’s recommendation.
Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-07 to permanently rezone from “C” (Multi-family Residential_ to “D” (Neighborhood service), “E” (General Business) and “F-1” (Outdoor Industrial) to “H” (Heavy Industry) to administratively correct the existing land use designation; being all of Blocks 40, 41, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, and 84 of the T.C. 1st and a portion of Blocks 12, 13, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of T.C. 1st Addition, save and except Lots 4 & 5, Blk. 67 T.C. 1st Addition and Blocks 64, 65, 66 and 67 which will be rezoned “IBD” (Industry Business District); being an area bounded by 6th Street, Bay Street, 2nd Avenue South and 4th Avenue South; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

Tom Kessler, Director of Public Works, reported that the Service Center on the south side of town is literally falling down and needs to be replaced.  The City has been looking at ways of relocating.  In this year’s budget we have budgeted $2.3 million to look at ways to relocate.  Recently, the old Gene Nelson Paint Company went up for sale - we purchased it, it is almost 6 acres.  The building on the property is in pretty good shape.  Some renovations are needed (painting, new roof, etc.)  We are in the planning process right now to decide who is going to go where.  
5.   PUBLIC COMMENTS    
Barbara White, citizen of Texas City, reported that the Texas City High School will hold a mock election.  “Democracy in Action” will be held at the Texas City High School starting Monday, February 25, 2008, between 10:15 a.m. and 12:20 p.m.
Jack Cross, citizen of Texas City, commented on housing for the elderly.  Older folks are looking for smaller homes and have moved to the mainland, specifically to Texas City.  The Galveston News has complimented Texas City for providing housing for the elderly people.
6.   MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
Mayor Doyle announced that there will be a dedication of two historical markers on Wednesday, February 27, starting at 9:00 a.m. and again at 10:30 a.m.  We will dedicate a marker to the Bell House and re-dedicate a marker to Booker T. Washington.
7.   COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS       

Commissioner Sullivan expressed his appreciation to the Mayor and the Commissioners, and to all Department Heads and to the City Staff.
The Commission expressed their appreciation to Carl Sullivan and stated that he would be missed.
Having no further business, Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:50 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary

pal: 02-26-2008
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