ORDINANCE NO. 08-16
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, CHAPTER 58 (FLOODS), BY AMENDING SECTION 58-81, “GENERAL STANDARDS” AND SECTION 58-84 “STANDARDS FOR AREAS OF SHALLOW FLOODING (AO/AH ZONES)”; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

______________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the City of Texas City, Texas, is a home-rule city; and,


WHEREAS, the City of Texas City, Texas, seeks to amend The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, Chapter 58 (Flood Ordinance), by amending section 58-81, “General Standards” and section 58-84 “Standards for Areas of Shallow Flooding (AO/AH Zones)” for clarification; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1:
That The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, Texas, Chapter 58 (Floods), is amended by adding a new subsection 58-81(8) to read and provide as follows:

“Sec. 58-81.  General standards.

In all areas of special flood hazard, the following provisions are required for all new construction and substantial improvements: 
. . .

(8)
All new construction or any substantial improvement located in a non-special flood hazard shall be constructed at 7’ mean sea level or 18” above the curb of the street, whichever is greater.”
SECTION 2: That The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, Texas, Chapter 58 (Floods), is amended by amending section 58-84 to read and provide as follows:

“Sec. 58-84.  Standards for areas of shallow flooding (AO/AH zones).
Located within the areas of special flood hazard established in section 58-37 are areas designated as shallow flooding. These areas have special flood hazards associated with base flood depths of one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist and where the path of flooding is unpredictable and where velocity flow may be evident. Such flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow; therefore, the following provisions apply:

(1)
All new construction and substantial improvements of residential structures shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to 7’ mean sea level or 18” above the curb of the street; or above the highest adjacent grade at least as high as the depth number specified in feet on the community's FIRM (at least two feet if no depth number is specified).
. . .”
SECTION 3: It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Commission that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable. 

SECTION 4: That it is further provided that, in the event any section, clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this Ordinance shall be for any reason adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect, invalidate, or impair the remainder of this Ordinance.

SECTION 5: That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 6:  That the Charter requirement for reading this Ordinance on three (3) separate days has been dispensed by a majority vote of all members of the City Commission.


SECTION 7:
That the City Secretary is hereby directed, in accordance with Article III of the City Charter, to publish this ordinance, by caption only, in one issue of the official paper, and obtain proof of such publication made by the printer or publisher of such paper. An affidavit made by said printer or publisher before some officer authorized by law to administer oaths, and filed with the person performing the duties of city secretary shall be prima facie evidence of such publication and promulgation of such ordinance in courts of the state.  The ordinance so published shall take effect, and be in force, from and after ten days after publication thereof, unless otherwise expressly provided.
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of May, 2008.

________________________

Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor 


City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST:





APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_____________________



_________________________  
Pamela A. Lawrence




Robert Gervais

City Secretary
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