CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 2008 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, June 4, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land; Donald Singleton and J. W. Wilson.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

The Mayor called upon Pastor Johnny Angel, First Church of God, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Pastor Angel for his attendance and offering the invocation.  Commissioner Wilson led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

Commissioner Wilson pulled item e., Consider the approval of Resolution No. 08-040 awarding the annual contract for the purchase and delivery of the Imprinted Tee Shirts and Tank Tops, for further discussion.

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the May 21, 2008 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.

b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-0341 approving the purchase and delivery of one (1) Peterbilt 340 Rear Load Garbage Truck through the BuyBoard, a Texas Local Government Purchasing Cooperative. RESOLUTION NO. 08-041

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF ONE (1) PETERBILT 340 REAR LOAD GARBAGE TRUCK THROUGH THE BUYBOARD, A TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT PURCHASING COOPERATIVE, FOR THE SANITATION DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-039 awarding the semi-annual contract for the purchase of Liquid Asphalt Picked-Up Load. 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-039

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A SIX (6) MONTH CONTRACT WITH MARTIN ASPHALT COMPANY, INC. FOR  LIQUID ASPHALT PICKED UP LOADS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 
d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-042 awarding the contract for the purchase and delivery of (1) 2008-Skid Steer Loader with land clearing attachment.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-042

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE ONE 2008 SKID STEER LOADER FROM JASPER EQUIPMENT, FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 
f. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-043 awarding the annual contract for the purchase and delivery of Medical Supplies and Equipment.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-043

A RESOLUTION AWARDING BIDS AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WITH BOUND TREE MEDICAL, LLC AND PHYSIO-CONTROL, INC.; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
g.
Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-044 awarding the annual contract for the Hauling and Disposal of Municipal Sludge from the Wastewater Treatment Plant.


RESOLUTION NO. 08-044

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH REPUBLIC WASTE SERVICES OF TEXAS FOR THE HAULING AND DISPOSAL OF MUNICIPAL SLUDGE FROM THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE items a., b., c., d., f., g., from the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-040 awarding the annual contract for the purchase and delivery of the Imprinted Tee Shirts and Tank Tops.

The Purchasing Coordinator reported that bid packets were mailed to five (5) area vendors on April 21, 2008.  The art work is the most important element of this contract to the Recreation & Tourism staff.  It is imperative to be able to meet directly with the printer to design the art work and discuss any issues the City staff may have.  
Inline Graphix is located in Texas City and has had the Tee Shirt contract in the past.  The City staff is familiar with their work and has been very satisfied.     It was recommended to the Commission to award the Tee Shirts and Tank Tops annual contract to Inline Graphix, in Texas City.  

Commissioner Wilson remarked that he is a firm believer in shopping local but his concern is that the bid (Inline Graphix) in some cases is four times as much as the lowest bidder. He asked if there was any possibility of going back to them and explaining to them that they are four times as much as the lowest bidder (Fruit of the Loom).

Jay Williams explained that they really look for art work – Fruit of the Loom did not bid every item and they would not get with us on the artwork.   
Commissioner Johnson noted that sealed bids cannot be changed once they are opened.  
Commissioner Haney asked if the shirts were being sold or given away.  Mr. Williams responded that they were included in the Summer Camp costs and in other events a cost is charged.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-040

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH INLINE GRAPHIX FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF IMPRINTED TEE-SHIRTS AND TANK TOPS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 08-040 awarding the annual contract for the purchase and delivery of the Imprinted Tee Shirts and Tank Tops to Inline Graphix; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
Commissioner Clark Commissioner Wilson
REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-25 authorizing the issuance of City of Texas City, Texas, General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2008; authorizing the redemption prior to maturity of certain outstanding obligations; authorizing the mayor to approve the amount, the interest rate, price, and terms thereof and certain other procedures and provisions related thereto; authorizing the advance refunding of certain outstanding obligations and the execution and delivery of an escrow agreement and the subscription for and purchase of certain escrowed securities. 
Cheryl Hunter this is basically a refunding issue; the City currently has $40,197,133 in outstanding bond of debt of that $39,065,000 is principal and $1,000,032 is interest.  We will partially be refunding our 1995 Series and our Series 2000; the refund issue will be at $9,000,385.  This will basically give the mayor authorization for our financial advisors to negotiate a deal between 3 and 5% for this sale.  This sale will save the City about $834,000 over the period of the life of the bond which is about $64,000 a year over the next 13 years with the present value of $643,000.  
Joe Morrow, Vice President of First Southwest Company, gave a presentation on the refinancing. 
Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-25; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-23 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget to provide additional funding for the Recreation & Tourism’s 2007/2008 budget to offset the increase in cost of electricity for the natatorium and to provide funding for the replacement of A/C units and the installation of a camera system for the Convention and Lowry Centers.

Ms. Hunter reported that a budget amendment is needed to provide additional funding for the Recreation & Tourism's 2007/08 budget; additional funding is needed in the line items Utilities (101-401-53200) and Building Maintenance (101-401-53540). The Utilities budget will need an additional $200,000 due to the increase cost in electricity for the Natatorium, and the Building Maintenance budget will need an additional $100,000 for the replacement of A/C units and the installation of an alarm system for the Convention & Nessler Centers. 
ORDINANCE NO. 08-23

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 07-32, ADOPTING THE 2007-2008 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR RECREATION & TOURISM’S BUDGET FOR UTILITIES AND BUILDING MAINTENANCE; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-23 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget to provide additional funding for the Recreation & Tourism’s 2007/2008 budget to offset the increase in cost of electricity for the natatorium and to provide funding for the replacement of A/C units and the installation of a camera system for the Convention and Nessler Centers; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
c.
Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-24 appointment of the Municipal Court Clerk. 
ORDINANCE NO. 08-24

AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING ELLEN GUERRANT AS THE MUNICIPAL COURT CLERK FOR THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE X, SECTION 5 OF THE CITY CHARTER; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-24 appointing Ellen Guerrant as the Municipal Court Clerk; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark.  All present voted AY.  MOTION CARRIED.
Judge Thomas Cain administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Guerrant. 

d.
Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-045 authorizing the Mayor to execute a Project Partnership Agreement with the USACE (United States Army Corps of Engineers) authorizing the USACE to dredge the Texas City Ship Channel from 40 feet to 45 feet and that the City as the non-federal sponsor agrees to contribute 25% of the total cost of the project. 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-045

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS TO DREDGE THE TEXAS CITY SHIP CHANNEL FROM 40 TO 45 FEET WITH THE CITY CONTRIBUTING TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT OF THE PROJECT COST; PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-046 authorizing the Mayor to execute a Contribution Agreement with the Texas City Terminal Railway Company in which the Terminal has agreed to contribute the City’s portion of the costs of the Texas City Channel Dredging Project. 

The Commission addressed items, d. and e.  The first item is a Project Partnership Agreement with the United States Army Corps of Engineers authorizing the Corps to dredge the Texas City Ship Channel from 40 feet to 45 feet and that the City as the non-federal sponsor agrees to contribute 25% of the total cost of the project.  The second item is a Contribution Agreement between the City of Texas City and the Texas City Terminal Railway Company in which the Terminal has agreed to contribute the City’s portion of the costs of the Project and additional costs up to a total amount of $24,500,000.00, through the collection of a special Crude Oil Surcharge.
Jason Haley, Texas City-La Marque Chamber of Commerce, commented that the benefit when we dredge to 45 feet is that we will be in the same marine transportation system as the Port of Houston. The big benefit is through the savings cost in marine transportation; there is an annual savings cost of over $20 million.  It benefits not only the port and the industry but also the community.  It also will enhance the development of Shoal Point.  
The Mayor said that this has been in the works since 1986 which keeps us in the 25-75 participation, which if today we were doing that we would be in the 50-50 participation so it saves us an enormous amount of money just in that aspect.  Senator Hutchinson and Congressman Lampson, the Port and Doug Hoover have all been instrumental in getting this done.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-046

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRIBUTION AGREEMENT WITH TEXAS CITY TERMINAL RAILWAY COMPANY D/B/A PORT OF TEXAS CITY FOR THE COST OF THE CITY’S PORTION OF THE TEXAS CITY SHIP CHANNEL 45FT DEEPENING PROJECT; PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE both Resolution No. 08-045 authorizing the Mayor to execute a Project Partnership Agreement with the USACE (United States Army Corps of Engineers) authorizing the USACE to dredge the Texas City Ship Channel from 40 feet to 45 feet and that the City as the non-federal sponsor agrees to contribute 25% of the total cost of the project and Resolution No. 08-046 authorizing the Mayor to execute a Contribution Agreement with the Texas City Terminal Railway Company in which the Terminal has agreed to contribute the City’s portion of the costs of the Texas City Channel Dredging Project; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Land.  All present voted AY.  MOTION CARRIED.

Bruce Clawson, Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that a Town Hall Meeting will be held on July 17th concerning Hurricane Preparedness.

PUBLIC COMMENTS    
Barbara White, resident of Texas City, commented on visitors littering at the Texas City Dike; she remarked that the City should charge non-residents to get on the dike.  That would help offset the cost to the City for keeping the dike clean. 

Mr. Lynn Hicks, 201 S. Orchid, Texas City, complained of sludge and flooding in his area.   Tom Kessler reported that what Mr. Hicks is referring to is out by the Gulf Coast Water Authority; that is their project.  He reviewed the drainage projects that the City has done in that area in the last couple of years.  The Mayor said that he spoke with Mr. Hicks earlier and he agreed with him, what the Water Authority is doing out there is just horrid looking; it is going to look bad for a while until they get their plan completed.  The big thing about it is you can’t have drinking water with out it; they have to get the silt out of the drinking water.  
MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
None.

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 6:00 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary

pal: 08-27-2008
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