CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 2008 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, June 18, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land; Donald Singleton and J. W. Wilson.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

The Mayor called upon Father Tom Ponzini, St. Mary of the Miraculous Medal Catholic Church, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Father Ponzini for his attendance and for offering the invocation.  Commissioner Clark led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
The Mayor made the following presentations:
SERVICE YEAR AWARD PINS were presented to the following:

MIKE GILMORE

WATER DISTRIBUTION

10 YEARS

RUTH SELLERS

RECREATION & TOURISM

10 YEARS


WILLIAM FATTIG

FIRE DEPT.


10 YEARS


ART AGUILERA

PUBLIC WORKS


10 YEARS

GLEN RISKE

PUBLIC WORKS


10 YEARS


CHRIS SONNIER

PUBLIC WORKS


20 YEARS


CARLA COSTELLO
POLICE DEPT.


20 YEARS
Chief Burby presented a CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION to Richard Bustamante for his courageous actions taken on June 3rd.  Mr. Bustamante stepped in to aid a fellow lifeguard at Carver Park.  The Chief commented that it takes a lot of courage to step in when you are severely out numbered.

Chief Burby introduced the new, newly formed Crime Stoppers of Texas City: President, Mark Ciavaglia; Vice President, Jane Baucam; Secretary, Irma Moreno;   Treasurer, Walter Treybig, members: Chris DeLesanda, Able Garza, Peggy Green, Pastor Herrin, Terri O’Brien, Warren Jones, Jay Williams, Raymond Guidry. Texas City liaisons: Captain Russel LaRoe, Charles Totty,.  This is a start of something we haven’t had in Texas City for a while.  Mayor Doyle remarked that we are glad to have Crime Stoppers back and we look forward to them being not only active in the city but also in the school district.  We appreciate all your efforts and all your dedication to the citizens of the city.
PUBLIC HEARING

a. Public Hearing for Shahrokh Shahroodi to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to “E” (General Business) for a motel parking lot and sign; being part of Lot 38, Lot 39, Lot 40, Lot 41, Lot 42, Lot 43; Block 143 and part of Block 152 and a 60’ abandoned roadway (21st Street); Subdivision Clifton by the Sea, being a part of approximately 0.9000 acres; located in the 4700 block of Hwy. 146, Texas City, Texas.           
Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that this is a request for Shahrokh Shahroodi which was approved by the Zoning Commission on May 20, 2008 to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to “E” (General Business) for motel parking lot and sign. There were no controversial issues associated with the request.  There was no one present to speak in opposition to the rezoning request.   The development intent was provided to the Commission by the applicant. Staff departmental comments were provided and the applicant was informed that the proposal would have to adhere to the design standards established in our Sign Ordinance.  The sign is for a proposed motel, which will be outside our corporate limits, and as the Commission is aware, we cannot enforce our Zoning Ordinance outside of our city limits.  The sign must be located on property zoned “E” (General Business) which it will and must adhere to our Sign Ordinance which is a stand alone ordinance separate from our Zoning Ordinance.  The request is not in conflict with the Land Use Plan or Zoning Ordinance.  After reviewing the information presented, the Zoning Commission members present unanimously voted to recommend approval of this request.   

The Mayor asked if there were anyone present that wished to speak for or against this item; there were none.

b. Public Hearing to consider CenterPoint Energy Entex’s Statement of Intent to raise natural gas rates.                                                                                                                           

Tom Brocato, Lloyd Gosselink, reported that on June 3, 2008 representatives of the Gulf Coast Coalition discussed the reports prepared by the Gulf Coast Coalition of Cities’ consultants Karl Nalepa, Connie Cannady and Randy Woolridge and they also discussed the next steps in CenterPoint’s Statement of Intent to raise natural gas rates.  The Gulf Coast Coalition of Cities representatives unanimously approved distribution of a rate ordinance that sets rates for CNP in the Texas Coast Division in accordance with the consultants’ findings. The Gulf Coast Coalition of Cities also approved a recommendation that cities adopt the ordinance.  The deadline for city action is July 9, 2008.  In the event a city does not take action by this date, CenterPoint’s rate application will be deemed approved.  
The Mayor asked if there were anyone present that wished to speak for or against this item; there were none.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a.
Preliminary rezoning approval for Shahrokh Shahroodi to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to “E” (General Business) for a motel parking lot and sign.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE preliminary zoning for Shahrokh Shahroodi to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to “E” (General Business) for a motel parking lot and sign; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the June 4, 2008 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.

b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-047 awarding the annual contract for the purchase and delivery of Personnel Protective Equipment, Fire Hose Nozzles and Related Equipment.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-047

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF PERSONNEL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, FIRE HOSE NOZZLES AND RELATED EQUIPMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-048 awarding the annual contract for the picked-up and delivered Limestone.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-048

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH GULF COAST LIMESTONE, INC. AND VULCAN CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS LP FOR THE ANNUAL PURCHASE OF LIMESTONE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-049 awarding the contract for the Bayou Golf Course Cart Path Project. 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-049

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH LUCAS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. FOR THE BAYOU GOLF COURSE CART PATH PROJECT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
REGULAR ITEMS
a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-26 permanently rezoning property from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “C” (Multi-Family Residential); being 7.07 acres out of Lot 2, Lollis-Gebhard Subdivision; located on 34th Street and Loop 197 North, Texas City, Texas.  [requested by Steve Lollis/Burchfield Development]. 
This property was previously granted preliminary rezoning approval by the City Commission.  A building permit has been issued for the construction to begin and the property is ready to be permanently rezoned.
ORDINANCE NO. 08-26

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 40 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY REZONING FROM DISTRICT “A”, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, TO DISTRICT “C”, MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, FOR STEVE LOLLIS/BURCHFIELD DEVELOPMENT TO CONSTRUCT A 240-UNIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY, LOCATED AT 34TH STREET AND LOOP 197 NORTH, TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS; ORDERING SAID CHANGES MADE ON THE CITY ZONING MAP; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Singleton made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-26 permanently rezoning property from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “C” (Multi-Family Residential); being 7.07 acres out of Lot 2, Lollis-Gebhard Subdivision; located on 34th Street and Loop 197 North, Texas City, Texas; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-27 permanently rezoning property from “E” (General Business) to “C” (Multi-Family Residential) for DMA Development; being Lots 3-11, Block 114 and 115, Kohfeldt’s 2nd Addition; located on Magnolia and Hwy 146, Texas City, Texas. [requested by DMA Development] 
This property was previously granted preliminary rezoning approval by the City Commission.  A building permit has been issued for the construction to begin and the property is ready to be permanently rezoned.
ORDINANCE NO. 08-27

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 40 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY REZONING FROM DISTRICT “E”, GENERAL BUSINESS, TO DISTRICT “C”, MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, FOR DMA DEVELOPMENT TO CONSTRUCT A 36-UNIT APARTMENT COMPLEX, LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF 3400 MAGNOLIA AND HIGHWAY 146, TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS; ORDERING SAID CHANGES MADE ON THE CITY ZONING MAP; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

The Mayor noted that both (Regular Items a. and b.) properties are senior citizens housing projects, Mansions at Moses Lake and MorningStar Project.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-27 permanently rezoning property from “E” (General Business) to “C” (Multi-Family Residential) for DMA Development; being Lots 3-11, Block 114 and 115, Kohfeldt’s 2nd Addition; located on Magnolia and Hwy 146, Texas City, Texas; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
c. Consider approval of the first reading of Ordinance No. 08-29 approving the revised Subdivision Ordinance.

This is a request for  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1approval of the Subdivision Ordinance was approved by the Planning Board on May 19, 2008 (Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 110).  This formulation process included coordination with our consultant, Development Staff and Planning Board.  A workshop with our consultant was held on April 16th.  All concerns raised during the review sessions were properly addressed, all edits requested by Staff and/or Planning Board were made.  With this final draft we now have an ordinance that is contemporary and consistent with the best practices in the context of urban design/industry standards. After reviewing the information presented, the Planning Board members present unanimously voted to recommend approval of this request.   
Bobby Gervais commented that he was glad to see the variance provisions.
ORDINANCE NO. 08-29

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 110 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE, BY REPEALING THE CURRENT CHAPTER 110 AND ADOPTING A NEW CHAPTER 110 “SUBDIVISIONS”; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE the first reading of Ordinance No. 08-29 approving the revised Subdivision Ordinance; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
d. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-28 finding that the existing natural gas distribution rates of CenterPoint Energy Entex should be reduced; ordering CenterPoint Energy Entex, Texas Coast Division to reduce its existing rates within the city; adoption specific new residential, small commercial, and large commercial rates and ordering all rates, service charges and tariff language not inconsistent with Attachment A to remain operative; ordering CenterPoint Energy Entex to reimburse the City for its reasonable costs incurred in this rate case and any related ratemaking proceedings or appeals of said proceedings; authorizing the Gulf Coast Coalition of Cities to act on behalf of City and intervene in any proceedings before Administrative or Judicial Bodies.
Mr. Brocato remarked that the three experts hired by the Coalition recommended this ordinance.  
ORDINANCE NO. 08-28
AN ORDINANCE FINDING THAT THE EXISTING NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES OF CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX SHOULD BE REDUCED; ORDERING CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX, TEXAS COAST DIVISION TO REDUCE ITS EXISTING RATES WITHIN THE CITY; ADOPTING SPECIFIC NEW RESIDENTIAL, SMALL COMMERCIAL, AND LARGE COMMERCIAL RATES AND ORDERING ALL RATES, SERVICE CHARGES AND TARIFF LANGUAGE NOT INCONSISTENT WITH ATTACHMENT A TO REMAIN OPERATIVE; ORDERING CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX TO REIMBURSE THE CITY FOR ITS REASONABLE COSTS INCURRED IN THIS RATE CASE AND ANY RELATED RATEMAKING PROCEEDINGS OR APPEALS OF SAID PROCEEDINGS; AUTHORIZING THE GULF COAST COALITION OF CITIES TO ACT ON BEHALF OF CITY AND INTERVENE IN ANY PROCEEDINGS BEFORE ADMINISTRATIVE OR JUDICIAL BODIES; REQUIRING DELIVERY OF THIS ORDINANCE TO THE COMPANY AND LEGAL COUNSEL; AND ORDAINING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT MATTER HEREOF.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the Ordinance No. 08-28 finding that the existing natural gas distribution rates of CenterPoint Energy Entex should be reduced; ordering CenterPoint Energy Entex, Texas Coast Division to reduce its existing rates within the city; adoption specific new residential, small commercial, and large commercial retaes and ordering all rates, service charges and tariff language not inconsistent with Attachment A to remain operative; ordering CenterPoint Energy Entex to reimburse the City for its reasonable costs incurred in this rate case and any related ratemaking proceedings or appeals of said proceedings; authorizing the Gulf Coast Coalition of Cities to act on behalf of City and intervene in any proceedings before Administrative or Judicial Bodies; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENTS    
George Jones, concerned citizen of Texas City, inquired if the City could pass a law restricting the use of cell phones while driving a motor vehicle.

MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
Important dates:


June 19, 2008 – Juneteenth Poetry Slam

June 21, 2008 – T-Ball Parade
June 23, 2008 – Town Hall Meeting for TC Sanders/Vincent Community Center
July 4, 2008 – City Offices Closed

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:35 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary

pal: 06-23-2008
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