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Re:
Pipeline Setbacks

During the April 7th meeting, discussion arose regarding setback or separation distances between pipelines and residential properties.  Shell Pipeline Company has proposed to install a gas pipeline with a 43’ setback in some locations.  Currently, the zoning ordinance requires a 60’ setback between pipelines and residences.  Staff has researched other cities for similar setback requirements and found that several cities do not have any pipeline/building separation stipulations.  The cities that do have setback information are as follows:

Deer Park – 16’ setback

Friendswood – 50’ setback

Santa Fe – 16’ setback

Webster – 16’ setback

Neither the Texas Railroad Commission nor the Federal DOT has any published setback requirements for gas pipelines.  For liquid pipelines there is a 50’ separation that can be eliminated if the pipeline is buried at least 4’.  

After considering all the above information, staff recommends maintaining a 25’ setback between pipelines and residentially zoned property.  Basically, the 25’ is a combination of the 20’ rear setback required in single-family residential areas and a 5’ construction buffer between a pipeline trench and the boundary of a property or corridor.

With the Planning Board’s concurrence, staff will move forward with an amendment to the zoning ordinance stipulating a 25’ setback between pipelines and buildings in residential zoning districts.
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