CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 2008 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, July 16, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land; Donald Singleton and J. W. Wilson.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

The Mayor called upon Reverend Clark, First Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Reverend Clark for his attendance and for offering the invocation.  Commissioner Land led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
The Mayor made the following presentations:
SERVICE YEAR AWARD PINS were presented to the following:

FELIPE DELAROSA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.

15 YEARS

GARY LYNCH

RECREATION & TOURISM

15 YEARS


MICHAEL MILLER

FIRE DEPT.


 20 YEARS


CURTIS POPE

PUBLIC WORKS


 20 YEARS

GARY BOATRIGHT
PUBLIC WORKS


 20 YEARS


ELMER MCWHIRTER
PUBLIC WORKS


 25 YEARS

AWARD OF RECOGNITION was presented to Fire fighter Gary Boatright.

RETIREES : 
DOUGLAS CALDWELL
34 YEARS 11 MONTHS OF SERVICE 



CHARLES WHITE

20 YEARS OF SERVICE


ELMER MCWHIRTER
25 YEARS OF SERVICE
Chief Burby presented an AWARD OF RECOGNITION to four Life Guards for their courageous actions on June 3rd at the Carver pool:  Emily Abrams, Amanda Chapa, Jenna Garza, and Kimberly Ephram.  

PUBLIC HEARING

a. The City of Texas City requests to amend the City of Texas City’s Code of Ordinances by adding Section 40-67(h) Setbacks from pipelines.

Douglas Kneupper, Director of Transportation and Planning, reported a minor amendment to the zoning ordinance currently, the zoning ordinance requires a 60’ setback between pipelines and residences.  Based on working with Shell Pipeline on their current application and looking at what we do and reviewing other cities requirements and Federal and State requirements for these things we are recommending that that be reduced to a 25’ setback.  That was just for residential structures there is no separation requirement for non-residential structures.   Neither the Texas Railroad Commission nor the Federal DOT has any published setback requirements for gas pipelines.  For liquid pipelines there is a 50’ separation that can be eliminated if the pipeline is buried at least 4’.  

The Mayor asked if there were anyone present that wished to speak for or against this item; there were none.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

Mayor Doyle requested that item g., Approve and award Resolution No. 08-057, for Sand/Vincent Community Center. Funds are available from the Texas City Economic Development Corporation, be pulled for further discussion. 

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the July 2, 2008 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.

b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-053 awarding the annual contract for the purchase and delivery of Surface Treatment Rock, Basalt and Limestone.  (Purchasing Dept.)
RESOLUTION NO. 08-053

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH VULCAN CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS, LP FOR THE ANNUAL PURCHASE OF SURFACE TREATMENT ROCK, BASALT ROCK AND LIMESTONE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-052 updating the signatories on account held at Texas First Bank.  (Financial Dept.)
RESOLUTION NO. 08-052

A RESOLUTION UPDATING THE SIGNATURE CARDS DESIGNATING CITY OFFICIALS AS SIGNATORIES AT TEXAS FIRST BANK FOR THE CITY’S BANK ACCOUNTS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-054 updating the signatories on account held at Regions Bank.  (Financial Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 08-054

A RESOLUTION UPDATING THE SIGNATURE CARDS DESIGNATING CITY OFFICIALS AS SIGNATORIES AT REGIONS BANK FOR THE CITY’S BANK ACCOUNT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-55 placing a 4-way stop signs at 25th Street (Logan)/5th Avenue South Intersection and 21st Street and 5th Avenue South intersection.  (Transportation and Planning Dept.) 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-055

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE INSTALLATION OF FOUR- WAY STOP SIGNS AT THE INTERSECTION OF 25th STREET (LOGAN) AND 5th AVENUE SOUTH AND AT THE INTERSECTION OF 21ST STREET AND 5TH AVENUE SOUTH, BY PLACING STOP SIGNS AT EACH CORNER; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

f. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-056 re-appointing Jane Baucum to the Board of Commissioners for the Housing Authority and replacing Randy Pearson with Ms. Oversia Gilbert as Resident Board Member for the Board of Commissions for the Housing Authority.  

RESOLUTION NO. 08-056

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT AND REAPPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS TO THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA items a., b., c., d., e., and f.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
g. Approve and award Resolution No. 08-057, for Sander/Vincent Community Center; Funds are available from the Texas City Economic Development Corporation.

Danny Brewster, representative of Bay Architects, reported that they took bids on this project on June 26.  We had very good participation; we had six really quality general contractors whose prices came in very similar to one another.  J.W. Kelso is the apparent low bidder at $3,444,000.00 for the base proposal.  This project was a concealed proposal project, what that means is that the cost of the project isn’t the only overriding factor for choosing an apparent proposer.   We also had listed criteria within the specifications things such as reputation and financial ability. When you add those components along with the price component J. W. Kelso remained the apparent proposer for this project.  Bay Architects recommended awarding the contract to J. W. Kelso.  
RESOLUTION NO. 08-057

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT  AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH J. W. KELSO CONSTRUCTION FOR THE BASE PROPOSAL AND ACCEPTANCE OF ALTERNATE NO. 1 FOR BAY PROJECT NO. 0801 (SANDERS/VINCENT COMMUNITY CENTER); AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA item g.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
REGULAR ITEMS
a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-31 amending the City of Texas City Code of Ordinances by adding Section 40-67(h) Setbacks from pipelines. 
ORDINANCE NO. 08-31

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, CHAPTER 40 (ZONING ORDINANCE), BY AMENDING SECTION 40-67(h), “SETBACK FROM PIPELINES”; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-31 amending the City of Texas City Code of Ordinances by adding Section 40-67(h) Setbacks from pipelines; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-32 to amend the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget for the change order on the Phase X Sewer Rehabilitation Project. 
A budget amendment in the amount of $207,675.00 is needed to fund a change order on the Phase X Sewer Rehabilitation Project (7th Street Improvements).  
ORDINANCE NO. 08-32

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 07-32, ADOPTING THE 2007-2008 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE CHANGE ORDER ON THE PHASE X SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT (7TH STREET IMPROVEMENTS); DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-32 to amend the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget for the change order on the Phase X Sewer Rehabilitation Project; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
c. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-33, request to amend the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget, to partially fund Sanders/Vincent Community Center project from Texas City Economic Development Corporation. 
A budget amendment is needed to fund the construction of the Sanders/Vincent Community Center.  The Texas City Economic Development Corporation approved funding $500,000.00 of the project.  The remaining $3,500,000.00 of the project will be coming out of the City's General Fund.  

ORDINANCE NO. 08-33

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 07-32, ADOPTING THE 2007-2008 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO PROVIDE PARTIAL FUNDING FOR THE SANDERS/VINCENT COMMUNITY CENTER PROJECT; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

d. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-34 request to amend the City of Texas city’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget to fund the Sanders/Vincent Community Center project from the General Fund. 
ORDINANCE NO. 08-34

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 07-32, ADOPTING THE 2007-2008 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE SANDERS/VINCENT COMMUNITY CENTER PROJECT; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-33, request to amend the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget, to partially fund Sanders/Vincent Community Center project from Texas City Economic Development Corporation and to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-34 request to amend the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2007/2008 budget to fund the Sanders/Vincent Community Center project from the General Fund; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENTS    
Duane Anderson, resident of Texas City, voiced his concerns regarding the Sanders/Vincent Center Project.   He stated that he was glad to see this project taking place; however, he did not approve of it all.  George Sanders as well as Calvin Vincent were great black men in this community; they made a large contribution to this community.  He hated to see in the name of progress that the demolition of Booker T. Washington, Calvin Vincent Center and the Sanders Center has to take place.   He asked that the Commission take into consideration the offense that demolition in the name of progress may cause when it is not replicated in other areas.  
The Mayor stated that the City certainly didn’t do this project to offend anyone.  It is very important to us that this project is successful.  There are certain things that have to be torn down to rebuild.  He said that he certainly understood that that may have some emotion attached to it.  Some of the buildings will not make it much longer whether the City tears them down or not.  The Mayor said that he believes the City is replicating and hopefully improving what it is doing with this facility; we certainly have spent a lot of time thinking about it and are willing to spend $4.5 million on it.  It is important for us to make sure we understand that we are doing this in the sake of progress but also in the sake of remembering the people that are there.  Booker T. Washington for example, we are having a professional museum curator put together what is going to be called the Booker T. Wall of Honor and it is going to be quite a show case.   There has been a good thought process in this and we certainly will take what you had to say into consideration and we appreciate you coming up and talking to us.
MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
Important dates:

July 17, 2008 – Hurricane Town Meeting will be held at the Charles T. Doyle Convention Center at 7:00 p.m.
July 19, 2008 – Habitat for Humanity 11th house dedication at 10:00 a.m. at 5422 Campbell 
July 25, 2008 – Morning Star Villas Phase II ground breaking at 8:30 a.m. 

July 28, 2008 – PPA signing with USACE and Col. Weston at City Hall at 1:00 p.m.
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Commissioner Haney commented on the intersection at 25th Avenue North and 9th Street.  Since a stop light can not be placed at that intersection, she asked the Transportation and Planning Department to see if the City could place a sign that states “Cross Street Traffic Does Not Stop” at the intersection.
Having no further business, Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:35 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary

pal: 07-28-2008
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