CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2008 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, August 20, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton and John W. Wilson.
The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

The Mayor called upon Commissioner Singleton, to offer the Invocation.  Commissioner Land led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
None.
PUBLIC HEARING

a. Stepchinski/Singh request to rezone from “A” (Residential) to “E-2” (Freeway Commercial) to construct a hotel; being approximately 20,000 square feet out of Lots 47, 48, 73, and 74 Re-subdivision of 1st Subdivision of Highland Allotment; located between I-45 and Noble Road, Texas City, Texas. 
Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that this request was reviewed by both the Planning Board on July 7, 2008 and the Zoning Commission on June 17, 2008.  The request is not in conflict with the City’s Land Use Plan or Zoning Ordinance.  There was opposition from property owners within 200 feet.  The opposition however is not 20% of the total area adjacent to the site being considered for rezoning and therefore will not require the Super Majority vote.  Staff has recommended that a solid masonry wall (6 ft) with tree planting be constructed along the north property perimeter which is adjacent to residentially zoned property.  The remaining perimeter can be a combination of wrought iron with shrubs to complete the landscaping along the perimeter.  A detailed site plan will be reviewed in order to check for adherence to the performance standard stipulations required for this development.  The Zoning Commission members recommended approval contingent upon satisfying the performance standards stipulations.  Staff and Planning Board will comply and make sure this stipulation is adhered to.  All members present voted aye. 

Due to the applicant not in attendance, the item was continued to a future meeting.

Commissioner Singleton made a motion to CONTINUE the PUBLIC HEARING at future meeting; the motion was SECONDED by Commission Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. A public hearing to hear citizens’ opinion in favor of or in opposition to the City of Texas city’s proposed 2008-2009 Fiscal Year Budget.

Cheryl Hunter, Director of Finance, reported that this budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s budget by $992,000 or 4.24%, and of that amount $171,522 is tax revenue to be raised from new property added to the tax roll this year.
2008-2009 total budgeted expenditures of $91,535,827 exceed total budgeted revenues of $77,805,275 by $13,730,552.  

The General Fund is used to account for the revenues and expenditures necessary to carry out basic governmental activities of the City, such as general government, public safety, public works, recreation and tourism, and health.  This fund accounts for all transactions not accounted for in another fund.

Budgeted expenditures $58,684,073 exceed revenues of $44,940,290 by $13,743,783.  the FY 2008-2009 budget is predicated on the following revenue assumptions:  Property Taxes-Budget $20,090,000; Sales Tax-Budget $12,500,000; Charges for Services-Budget $4,045,000.
Expenditure Considerations:  Supplemental requests for FY 2008-2009 amounted to $18,065,972 of which $5,529,874 were approved and $9,962,000 were carried over from the 2007-2008 fiscal year.  The proposed budget includes an increase of $950,000 for employee salaries and benefits, 4% across the board salary increase for City employees.

The 2008-2009 General Fund budget provides funding for the following additional personnel:  seven full-time positions, five part-time positions and one summer position.

Ms. Hunter reviewed the significant supplemental items included in the General Fund budget, which totaled $3,896,143.
Special Revenue Funds:  Total Revenues-$1,687,558; Total Expenditures-$2,481,606.
Interest & Sinking Fund (Debt Service):  The budgeted debt service requirements of $5,103,761, less $760,330 (TCEDC) equal $4,343,431. Of the adopted tax rate of $.4250, 17.59% or $.074762 is needed to satisfy the City’s debt service requirements.

Enterprise Funds (Utility Funds):  These funds are used to account for the City’s water distribution and wastewater collection/treatment operations; financed and operated in a manner similar to private business enterprises.  Utility charges should be sufficient to cover annual operating and current capital costs while providing income for future capital needs.

Water Revenue Fund:  Water revenues for FY 2008-2009 are budgeted to be $5,575,100 and expenses are budgeted at $5,846,710.

Sewer Revenue Fund:  Sewer revenues for FY 2008-2009 are budgeted to be $5,110,100 and expenses are budgeted at $4,996,200.

Capital Equipment Replacement Fund:  This fund is used to account for the accumulation of funds to be used for vehicle and equipment replacement.  Departments that utilize equipment in the performance of their duties pay a lease fee for each vehicle and piece of equipment.  The cost of the equipment is funded over the life expectancy of the equipment.  Total Equipment Funded for 2008-2009 $1,292,754.  

The Mayor asked if there were anyone present that wished to speak for or against this item; there were none.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a. Stepchinski/Singh request to rezone from “A” (Residential) to “E-2” (Freeway Commercial) to construct a hotel; being approximately 20,000 square feet out of Lots 47, 48, 73, and 74 Re-subdivision of 1st Subdivision of Highland Allotment; located between I-45 and Noble Road, Texas City, Texas. 

This item was not addressed.

PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a. Preliminary/Final Plat approval for Lake Pointe Vista located at Lake Pointe Drive and 29th Street.  

Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that this proposal has been reviewed by Staff and has been approved by the Planning Board.  All development requirements have been satisfied and Staff has been satisfied. Staff is recommending approval for the preliminary/final plat.  The proposal is not in conflict with our Subdivision Ordinance, and there are no variances being sought by the applicant.  The proposal is to develop the 4.9 acres into 7 lots.  The applicant was present to provide the Planning Board the overview of the development intent.  Staff has no objections to this request.  After the information and overview was provided by Staff and Development, the Planning Board Members present unanimously voted to recommend preliminary and final plat approval.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the Final Plat for Lake Pointe Vista located at Lake Pointe Drive and 29th Street; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the August 6, 2008 Regular Called City Commission Meeting and the August 12, 2008 Special Called City Commission Meeting.

b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-066 declaring a 1991 Allegro Motor Home, previously used by the Police Department, as surplus and authorizing the City to sell and/or dispose of the vehicle.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-066

A RESOLUTION DECLARING  A USED 1991 ALLEGRO MOTOR HOME AS SURPLUS PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO SELL AND/OR DISPOSE OF THE VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT; PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

c. Consider approval of Resolution 08-065, establishing and adopting Fire Department permit fees.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-065

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE FOR THE TEXAS CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-067 awarding the annual Landscaping Contract.

RESOLUTION NO. 08-067

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH TRUGREEN LAWN CARE SERVICE FOR LANDSCAPING MAINTENANCE AND ADDITIONAL ALTERNATE SERVICES WITHIN THE CITY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
REGULAR ITEMS
a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-37 adopting the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year Budget. 
ORDINANCE NO. 08-37

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 2008-2009 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-37 adopting the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year Budget; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ratify the property tax increase included in the 2008-2009 budget; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  By a show of hands, Mayor Doyle, Commissioner Singleton, Commissioner Wilson, Commissioner Haney, Commissioner Land, Commissioner Johnson and Commissioner Clark approved to ratify the property tax increase included in the 2008-2009 budget.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS    
Jose Boix, citizen of Texas City, acknowledged the Mayor’s birthday.  Happy Birthday!
MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
Tom Kessler, reported on the progress of the 9th Avenue and 7th Street bids, he said that that would be on the September 3rd meeting.  The Mayor commented on the 9th Avenue and 9th Street project, after all the rain there was no standing water in that area.

Mayor expressed condolences to the Domak family on Ms. O’Brian Domak passing.
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Commissioner Johnson commented on Warren Jones 90th birthday celebration.
Having no further business, Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:21 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary

pal: 08-28-2008
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