CITY OF TEXAS CITY

SPECIAL CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2008 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, August 27, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Mike Land, Donald Singleton and John W. Wilson.  Commissioners Haney and Johnson were not able to attend.
The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing to hear citizens’ opinion in favor of or in opposition to the proposal to increase total tax revenues from properties on the tax roll in the preceding year by 8.44 percent (2008 proposed tax rate will be 42.50¢ per $100 valuation as compared to 2007 tax rate of 43.561¢ per $100 valuation).   (Finance Dept.)  
Cheryl Hunter, Director of Finance, reported that the City of Texas City is holding this public hearing to propose an increase in total tax revenues from properties on the tax roll in the preceding year by 8.44%.  A taxpayer’s individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the change in taxable value of their property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property and the proposed tax rate of $.4250/$100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed last year on the average home was $309.81.  The average taxable value of a residence homestead in the City of Texas City this year is $72,626.  If the City chooses to adopt his year’s effective tax rate of $.391906 per $100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home would be $284.63.  If the Mayor and City Commission adopts the proposed tax rate of $.4250 per $100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home would be $303.66, which is a reduction of $1.15 from last years imposed taxes.  The proposed 2008 tax rate of $.4250/$100 is a reduction of $.01061 or 2.44% from the current tax rate of $.43561.  This will be the second year the City has reduced its tax rate, reductions totaling $.03124 or 6.8% based on the 2006 tax rate of $.45624 ($.02063) and the 2007 tax rate of $.43561 ($.01061).  These reductions have generated a savings to taxpayers in the amount of $1,648,278, $1,054,111 for tax year 2007 and $594,168 for the proposed 2008 tax year.  The breakdown of the proposed rate is as follows:  General Fund-M&O $.350238, 82.41%; Debt Service-I&S $.074762, 17.59%.  
Citizens are encouraged to express their views on the City’s proposed tax rate of $.4250/$100.   

The Mayor asked if there were anyone to speak for or against the proposed rate; there were none.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to CLOSE the Public Hearing; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Land.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
The Mayor announced that the next public hearing of the proposed tax increase is scheduled on September 3, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.
PUBLIC COMMENTS    
None.  
MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
None.
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:25 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Land. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 
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