CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2008 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, September 3, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton and John W. Wilson.
The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

The Mayor called upon Dr. Miller, First Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Dr. Miller for his attendance and for offering the invocation.  Commissioner Clark led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
The Mayor presented Dr. Miller with a CERTIFICATE OF WELCOME.  City pins and a book, Texas City Images of the Twentieth Century by Collier A. Campbell and Susie M. Moncla, were also presented to Dr. Miller.
PUBLIC HEARING

a. A public hearing to hear  citizens’ opinion in favor of or in opposition to the proposal to increase total tax revenues from properties on the tax roll in the preceding year by 8.44 percent (2008 proposed tax rate will be 42.50¢ per $100 valuation as compared to 2007 tax rate of 43.561¢ per $100 valuation).   (Finance Dept.)  
The purpose of this public hearing is to hear citizens’ opinion to the proposal to increase total tax revenues from properties on the tax roll in the preceding year by 8.44%.  A taxpayer’s individual taxes may increase at  a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the change in taxable value of their property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property and the proposed tax rate of $.4250/$100.  The average taxable value of a residence homestead in the city last year was $71,120. Based on last year’s tax rate of $43561 per $100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed last year on the average home was $309.81.  The average taxable value of a residence homestead in the city this year is $72,626.  If the City chooses to adopt this year’s effective tax rate of $.391906 per $100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home would be $284.63.  If the City Commission adopts the proposed tax rate of $.4250 per $100 of taxable value the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home would be $308.66, which is a reduction of $1.15 from last years imposed taxes.  The proposed 2008 tax rate of $4250/$100 is a reduction of $01061 or 2.44% from the current tax rate of $.43561.  This will be the second year the City has reduced its tax rate, reductions totaling; these reductions have generated a savings to taxpayers in the amount of $1,648,278, $1,054,111 for tax year 2007 and $594,168 for the proposed tax year.  Breakdown of the proposed tax rate is:  General Fund-M&O $.350238, 82.41%; Debt Service-I&S $.074762, 17.59%.   The City Commission will vote on the proposed 2008 tax rate of $.4250/$100 at its regularly scheduled Commission meeting held on September 17, 2008.
The Mayor asked if there were anyone to speak for or against the proposed rate; there were none.

b. Stepchinski/Singh request to rezone from “A” (Residential) to “E-2” (Freeway Commercial) to construct a hotel; being approximately 20,000 square feet out of Lots 47, 48, 73, and 74 Re-subdivision of 1st Subdivision of Highland Allotment; located between I-45 and Noble Road, Texas City, Texas. 
Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that this request was reviewed by both the Planning Board on July 7, 2008 and the Zoning Commission on June 17, 2008.  The request is not in conflict with the City’s Land Use Plan or Zoning Ordinance.  There was opposition from property owners within 200 feet.  The opposition however is not 20% of the total area adjacent to the site being considered for rezoning and therefore will not require the Super Majority vote.  Staff has recommended that a solid masonry wall (6 ft) with tree planting be constructed along the north property perimeter which is adjacent to residentially zoned property.  The remaining perimeter can be a combination of wrought iron with shrubs to complete the landscaping along the perimeter.  A detailed site plan will be reviewed in order to check for adherence to the performance standard stipulations required for this development. The Zoning Commission members recommended approval contingent upon satisfying the performance standards stipulations.  Staff and Planning Board will comply and make sure this stipulation is adhered to.  All members present voted aye.  
Mr. Stepchinski reported that they are rezoning part of the property, the other part we own and it is zoned commercial.  The property fronts on I-45 just west of 1765.  The hotel will be identical to the America’s Best Value hotel, located across from the Lincoln dealership in Texas City; it will be the same brand and the same basic design.   The main entry is on the feeder.  

Commissioner Wilson commented that he did read the letters from the citizens that live within the area, and while he realizes it wasn’t 20% as a Commissioner on this board he did feel that it is enough citizens that live in that area that are opposed to this, the numbers were there to take their letters into consideration.
Commissioner Singleton echoed Commissioner Wilson’s comments.
The Mayor asked if there were anyone present that wished to speak for or against this item; there were none.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL


a.
Stepchinski/Singh request to rezone from “A” (Residential) to “E-2” (Freeway Commercial) to construct a hotel.
Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to PRELIMINARY APPROVE Stepchinski/Singh request to rezone from “A” (Residential) to “E-2” (Freeway Commercial) to construct a hotel; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Land.  Mayor Doyle, Commissioners Clark, Land, Johnson and Wilson voted AYE; Commissioners Haney and Singleton voted NAY.  MOTION CARRIED.
CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the August 20, 2008 Regular Called City Commission Meeting and the August 27, 2008 Special Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-068 awarding the annual contract for Motor and Pump Maintenance/Repair.  (Purchasing Dept.)
RESOLUTION NO. 08-068

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH HAHN EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC. FOR THE MOTOR AND PUMP MAINTENANCE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-069 awarding the contract for the 9th St. and 7th ST. Paving, Drainage, Water & Sewer Improvements Project.  (Purchasing Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 08-069

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE 9TH STREET AND 7TH STREET NORTH PAVING, DRAINAGE AND WATER AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT; PROVIDING FOR CHANGE ORDERS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 
d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-070 declaring the Texas City Train Festival to be a City-wide event for the purpose of critical economic development in the downtown area and declaring the necessity of and approving the temporary closure of blocks 400 and 500 of Loop 197 (6th Street North) to all through traffic on November 8 and November 9, 2008.  (Management Services Dept.) 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-070

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE TEXAS CITY TRAIN FESTIVAL TO BE A CITY-WIDE EVENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF CRITICAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE DOWNTOWN TEXAS CITY AREA; DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF AND APPROVING THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF BLOCKS 400 AND 500 OF LOOP 197 (6TH STREET) TO ALL THROUGH TRAFFIC ON CERTAIN DAYS; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF TEXAS FOR SAID TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURES; APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE APPLICATION FOR PERMIT, USE OF STATE OF TEXAS RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR TEMPORARY SIGNS;  AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-71 awarding the annual Stationery Contract.  (Purchasing Dept.) 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-071

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT WITH DREYFUS PRINTING FOR STATIONERY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
f. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-072 authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with National Sign Plazas (NSP) for the placement of their signs in the City’s right-of-ways.  (Transportation and Planning Dept.)    

RESOLUTION NO. 08-072

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH NATIONAL SIGN PLAZAS (NSP) TO PROVIDE SIGNS TO REPLACE HOMEBUILDER’S BANDIT SIGNS AT KEY STREET INTERSECTIONS; PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
REGULAR ITEMS
a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 08-038 establishing a temporary moratorium on the licensing of Game Rooms in the City of Texas City.  (Police Dept.) 
This ordinance will establish a temporary moratorium on the licensing of Game Rooms in the City of Texas City; it will allow for a study of the impact of said game rooms on the Community.  Currently, we have no game rooms in Texas City.  
ORDINANCE NO. 08-38

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE LICENSING OF GAME ROOMS IN THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 08-038 establishing a temporary moratorium on the licensing of Game Rooms in the City of Texas City; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Land.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENTS    
Linda Kriner, Texas New-Mexico Power Company, introduced herself.

Sunday, September 7th a benefit will be held for Vincent. The benefit will be held at the Convention Center. 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
None.
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:33 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Clark. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.







MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary

pal: 09-09-2008
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