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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2008 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, October 15, 2008, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton and John W. Wilson.
The Mayor called upon Reverend Maxey, Greater Macedonia Church, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Reverend Maxey for his attendance and offering the invocation.  Commissioner Johnson led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
The Mayor made the following presentations:

The Mayor presented a PROCLAMATION to the Mainland Medical Center declaring the month of October as National Physical Therapy Month in Texas City, Texas.  Sharon Deshotel and Herb Sauer accepted the proclamation on behalf of the Mainland Medical Center.  The certificate read as follows: 
The Month of October, 2008
National Physical Therapy Month in Texas City, Texas

And ask the citizens of Texas City to join me in encouraging our community to explore the many options for an active and healthy lifestyle and congratulate Mainland Medical Center for raising awareness of the importance of preventive health care for all.

The Mayor also presented a PROCLAMATION to the Men of the Southern Baptist Convention.  The certificate read as follows:

Baptist Men of the Southern Baptist Convention 

The many hours spent preparing hot meals and distributing them to our citizens in need in the aftermath of Hurricane Ike.  Sleeping on cots at Texas City’s First Baptist Church, the chain saw gang endured dangerous work but willingly performed the perilous job daily until the job of trimming the many trees was complete.    Texas City is forever grateful for your of sacrifice of time away from your families, and spreading the word of God in a loving and compassionate manner to all who benefited from your presence in our City.  

CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the October 1, 2008 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-081 appointing/re-appointing board members to the Housing Authority of City of Texas City. (Mayor)

RESOLUTION NO. 08-081

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING AND/OR REAPPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Names of members’ appointed/re-appointed to the Housing Authority of City of Texas City are as follows:  

Robert Greeley 
9-30-08 to 9-30-2010
Warren B. Jones 
9-30-08 to 9-30-2010
Elida Matthews 
9-30-08 to 9-30-2010
Oversia Gilbert 
9-30-08 to 9-30-2009
Jane Baucum 

9-30-08 to 9-30-2009
c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-082 appointing/re-appointing City Technical Board members to the Air Conditioning & Heating Board.  (Mayor)

RESOLUTION NO. 08-082

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING AND/OR REAPPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY TECHNICAL BOARD / AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Names of board members’ appointed/re-appointed to the Air Conditioning & Heating Board are as follows:

James Deslatte 
10-1-08 to 10-1-2010
Jack Landriault 
10-1-08 to 10-1-2010
Larry Cook 

10-1-08 to 10-1-2010
Jim Henley 

10-1-08 to 10-1-2010
d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 08-83 designating a representative and alternate to the 2009-Board of Directors of the Houston-Galveston Area Council.  (Mayor) 
Commissioner Tommy Clark was designated as Representative and Commissioner J. W. "Scooter" Wilson, Jr. was designated as Alternate to the Board of Directors of the Houston-Galveston Area Council for the year 2009.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-083

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING A REPRESENTATIVE AND ALTERNATE TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2009; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

REGULAR ITEMS
a. Consider approval of the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 08-40 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, by adding Section 40-52 – Development Plan.  (Planning Dept.)
Doug Kneupper, Director of Transportation and Planning, reported that there had been no changes since the first reading.

ORDINANCE NO. 08-40

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 40 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, TO ADD SECTION 40-52 DEVELOPMENT PLAN; CONTAINING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Singleton made a MOTION to APPROVE the THIRD AND FINAL READING of  Ordinance No. 08-40 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, by adding Section 40-52 – Development Plan; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENTS    
The Mayor remarked that he had been presented with a petition from 27 of our citizens concerning the burning of debris.  He explained that the City has been burning debris at the burn site located right off of 29th which would be Magnolia and 16th Avenue.  One of the reasons we picked that spot as a burn site is it is convenient it is inside of the city which cuts our haul time down probably in half, which is one of the reasons we are finished, as of today, picking up debris.  Roughly 150,000 cubic yards of debris has been moved.  The rest of the debris that is picked up will be picked up by our city crews nothing else will be going out to this site.  The Mayor continued, we have been burning debris there since September 22nd; on October 11 when the wind changed out of the east our provider did not do a good job of handling the burn pits.  Ms. Cooper is correct her neighborhood did get smoked quite badly.  That was corrected yesterday; they have the pits in a different organization.  The wind is still blowing in the same way it will change tomorrow when the northern blows in.   We hope to be out of there in three weeks but we could be out of there sooner than that.  It is saving the citizens roughly $700,000 to do that in place instead of doing something different.   We are sorry that you have been inconvenience the last couple days, we are working to make sure that doesn’t happen again and we will replace this vendor if he doesn’t  cooperate and do a better job and move forward.  Linda Cooper voiced her complaints concerning the burning of debris.  She stated that she still was not satisfied.  She said that everyone in the neighborhood is suffering with respiratory problems; it was so foggy over there this 
Morning you could hardly see.   Every car is affected with it; you can see the ash falling out of the sky.  My concern is for our health.  Who is going to pay my doctor bills, who is going to wash our cars; it is all in our houses.  
Mayor responded, we made those corrected actions today and hopefully you won’t have those problems tomorrow.  The Mayor said that he would be out there in the morning and we will be out there watching that every day.  
Jay Williams, Recreation and Tourism Director, announced that the Charles Brown Concert will be held on October 25 from 2:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.

George Jones, citizen of Texas City, said that we all owe a debt of gratitude to Mayor Lowry for his foresight in building the levy.  The Mayor added we have to thank industry, the former County Commissioners and the former Mayor and Commissioners of this city because all of them worked hard to get that done.   Mr. Jones also noted that the golf course cart paths are not even half way done; he asked that the Commission remember whenever they can squeeze a dollar or more to get that done.  The Mayor responded that the City is doing as much as it can each year.  We are about to go out for bid on all of 17 a portion of 3 and all of 4, 5 and 7.   We have already completed three, with that five we’ll be half way done.  
MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
Battle by the Bay Luncheon will be held in the Nessler Center at 11:30 a.m. October 17th.
A Ribbon Cutting for the Texas City Bus Service will be held on the front steps of City Hall at 9:00 a.m. Monday, October 20th.  The Texas City bus service will have 25 stops beginning at Food King and going all the way to Wal-Mart.
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Commissioner Haney commented on another successful National Night Out.  She also reminded everyone that early voting begins Monday, October 20 and continues through October 31st.  She also urged everyone to vote, it’s important to exercise that right.

Commissioner Wilson thanked the employees of Texas City for a job well done; we are miles ahead of the other cities around Galveston County and it is because of the employees of Texas City.
Having no further business, Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:22 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
ATTEST:





MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
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