

RESOLUTION NO. 08-109
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A COLLECTION FEE AS PROVIDED BY ARTICLE 103.0031, TEXAS CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH LINEBARGER, GOGGAN, BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

_________________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, Article 103.0031 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure authorizes the City to contract with a private firm for the collection of fees and to impose an additional collection fee in the amount of thirty percent (30%) on each debt or account receivable that is more than sixty days past due and which has been referred to the private firm for collection; and

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is in the public interest to ensure the prompt payment of delinquent court-imposed fines and fees as provided by said statute; and

WHEREAS, the City seeks to enter into a contract with a private firm to provide services for the collection of debts and accounts receivable, i.e., fines, fees, restitution, other debts, and costs ordered to be paid by a court serving the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1:  (a) A collection fee is hereby authorized and imposed, as provided by Article 103,0031, Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, in the amount of 30% of debts and accounts receivable, such as unpaid fines, fees, court costs, forfeited bonds, and restitution ordered paid by a Municipal Court serving the City when such debt or account receivable is more than 60 days past due and has been referred to an attorney or private vendor for collection; and 

(b) A collection fee is hereby authorized and imposed, as provided by Article 103.0031, Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, in the amount of 30% of amounts in cases in which the accused has failed to appear:

(1) As promised under Subchapter A, Chapter 543, Transportation Code, or other law;

(2) In compliance with a lawful written notice to appear issued under Article 14.06(b) or other law;

(3) In compliance with a lawful summons issued under Article 15.03(b) or other law;

(4) In compliance with a lawful order of a court serving the City; or
(5) As specified in a citation, summons, or other notice authorized by Section 682.002, Transportation Code, that charges the accused with a parking or stopping offense, when such amounts are more than 60 days past due and have been referred to an attorney or private vendor for collection.

SECTION 2:  That the Mayor is authorized to enter into a Contract with Linebarger, Goggan, Blair & Sampson, LLP, in substantially the same form attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein for all purposes.

SECTION 3:  That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and adoption.


PASSED AND ADOPTED this 17th day of December, 2008.

                                                  



Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor
City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST:




APPROVED AS TO FORM:

__________________________

___________________________

Pamela Lawrence



Robert Gervais

City Secretary




City Attorney
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