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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2009 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, February 4, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton and John W. Wilson.  Commissioner Dee Ann Haney was not able to attend.
The Mayor called upon Reverend Tim Franklin, The Crossing Church in Texas City, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Reverend Franklin for his attendance and for offering the invocation. Mayor Doyle led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
James D. Ross, Assistant Supervisor of the Disabled American Veterans, presented an Award of Appreciation to the Texas City Police Department and to Reverend Franklin for their support during Hurricane Ike.
The Mayor made the following presentations:

SERVICE YEAR AWARD PINS were presented to the following:


JANET MARCUM

RECREATION & TOURISM DEPT.

10 YEARS

JEANETTE CALIGONE
ADMINISTRATION



10 YEARS


ALEX AMIEVA

FIRE DEPT.



10 YEARS


JONATHAN LEE

FIRE DEPT.



10 YEARS


CHARLES ROBERTSON
RECREATION & TOURISM DEPT.

20 YEARS


MICHAEL BROWN

RECREATION & TOURISM DEPT.

25 YEARS

The Mayor welcomed the FFA Officers and he purchased the first ticket to the Wild Game Dinner which will be held on February 21st.

The Mayor presented a Proclamation to the Texas City Lions Club and Team BP Texas City.  The proclamation read as follows:

February 13, 2008

Harlem Ambassadors Basketball Team vs. Team BP Texas City

Goodwill Day

The Texas City Lions Club proudly presents the Harlem Ambassadors Basketball team to play Team BP Texas City.  It is with great pleasure that 
Texas City welcomes the Harlem Ambassadors to our City and pledge the hospitality of our citizens and beauty of our City.  We wish Team BP Texas City much success on Friday night and support you in your quest for victory.  It is our hope that Team BP will conquer the Harlem Ambassadors however the City of Texas City assures Team BP our total City services by way of ambulance availability and EMS staff should you so need it. 

The Mayor recognized Eagle Scout Justin Kelly and Boy Scout Clifford Wood; the Mayor signed Boy Scout Wood’s paper as proof of him attending the City Commission meeting.
PUBLIC HEARING

a. Public Hearing to consider Aristidis John Pontikas request to rezone from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “A-2” (Patio Home) to construct new homes; being approximately .85 acres; all of Lot 1 and the west 40.00’ of Lot 2 in Block 4 of Lakeview Subdivision; located at 36th Avenue North, Texas City, Texas.  
This issue came before the Zoning Commission on November 18, 2008.  One letter of opposition was received from Mr. Steve Capps regarding property values.  The applicant provided his development intent to the Zoning Commission members present.  He provided pictures of existing facilities that they have built in the past in order to provide a conceptual illustration of how this project will look.   After reviewing all the data presented to the Zoning Commission members present, the members unanimously voted to recommend approval of the request with the stipulation of the Board of Adjustments approving a variance to the 1 Acre minimum for “A-2” (Patio Homes) performance standards.  The Board of Adjustments approved the variance request on December 9, 2008.

Mr. Carroll read Mr. Steve Capps’ letter of opposition into the record.
To whom it may concern,

I vehemently oppose the petition to rezone my neighbourhood from an “A” (Single Family Residence) to an “A2” (Patio Home) on all of Lot 1 and the West 40” of Lot 2 in Block 4 of Lakeview Subdivision.

The reasoning for this decision is that this type of housing will lower my property value.  I will not support this in any way when it will directly affect the market value of my home.  The houses will be very small and close together and will not only be an eye sore, but the small value of the houses on the property will lower the value of all of the homes around them.

Thanks.

Steve V Capps 

1817 36th Avenue North 

77590

The Mayor asked if there were anyone that wished to speak for or against the public hearing; there were none.
Commission Clark made a MOTION TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a.
Consider preliminary approval of Aristidis John Pontikas request to rezone from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “A-2” (Patio Home) to construct new homes.  (Planning Dept.)
Commission Wilson made a MOTION APPROVE preliminary approval of Aristidis John Pontikas request to rezone from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “A-2” (Patio Home) to construct new homes; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

Mayor Doyle requested that item c., Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-007 appointing a Municipal Court Associate Judge, be pulled for further discussion.   
a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the January 21, 2009 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-006 amending the Land Use, Capital Improvements and Impact Fee.  (Transportation and Planning Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 09-009
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AMENDMENTS TO LAND USE ASSUMPTION, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN AND UTILITY IMPACT FEES ASSOCIATED WITH THE CAPITAL RECOVERY PROGRAM; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-008 appointing a new board member to the Recreation and Tourism Board.  (Mayor)

    
Ms. Winfred Gilmore was appointed as a member of the Board of Directors to the Recreation & Tourism Board.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-008

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A NEW MEMBER TO THE RECREATION AND TOURISM BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO FILL VACANCY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA Items a., b., and d.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
c.
Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-007 appointing a Municipal Court Associate Judge.

Darrell Apffel was appointed as the new Associate Judge.  The Oath of Office was given to Associate Judge Darrell Apffel by Mayor Matthew T. Doyle.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-007

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A NEW ASSOCIATE JUDGE TO PRESIDE OVER MUNICIPAL COURT DURING THE ABSENCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS    
None.

MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
The Mayor expressed his appreciation over Mike Stump’s negotiation skills.  Mr. Stump was able to negotiate the commercial and residential trash pick up pricing to stay practically the same as the prices of the previous contract resulting in no increase to the residents.
Don Carroll informed the group that the 2010 Census will begin in April.

Sheila Bowden expressed her gratitude to the various departments that helped in the outreach program in the Chelsea Area.

Jay Williams announced that the Father/Daughter Dance will take place next weekend.  

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Commissioner Wilson said that he had received a call from Mike Nelson; Mr. Nelson complimented our Inspection Department – they are doing a great job.
Commissioner Johnson remarked that the Good Neighbor Program was off to a good start.  He also reminded everyone of Black History Month.

Having no further business, Commissioner  Wilson made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:25 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.






MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 02-05-2009
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