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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2009 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, March 18, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land and Donald Singleton.  Commissioner John W. Wilson was not able to attend.
The Mayor called upon Father Tom Ponzini, St. Mary’s of the Miraculous Medal Community Church, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Father Ponzini for his attendance and for offering the invocation.  Commissioner Johnson led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
SERVICE YEAR AWARD PINS were presented to the following:


SAMUEL SIFUENTES

BAYOU GOLF CLUB

20 YEARS
RETIREES:
MARK ALLEN


FIRE DEPT.


23 YEARS


DONALD BROOKS


PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.

18 YEARS

CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the March 2, 2009 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-020 updating the signatories on accounts held at Texas First Bank.  (Finance Dept.) 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-020
A RESOLUTION UPDATING THE SIGNATURE CARDS DESIGNATING CITY OFFICIALS AS SIGNATORIES AT TEXAS FIRST BANK FOR THE CITY’S  BANK ACCOUNTS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-025 authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Mainland Communities United Way. 
    
RESOLUTION NO. 09-025
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH MAINLAND COMMUNITIES UNITED WAY AND THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY FOR THE SENIOR PROGRAM; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-021 awarding the annual contract for the purchase of Packaged Concrete, Cement and Lime.  (Purchasing Dept.) 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-021
A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF PACKAGED CONCRETE, CEMENT AND LIME ANNUAL CONTRACT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-22 awarding the contract for the purchase and delivery of Reinforced Concrete Pipe and Joint Sealer.  (Purchasing Dept.) 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-022

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF REINFORCED CONCRETE PIPE AND JOINT SEALER; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

f. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-23 awarding the annual contract for the purchase of Picked-Up Packaged Concrete, Cement and Lime.  (Purchasing Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 09-023

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF PICKED-UP PACKAGED CONCRETE, CEMENT AND LIME ANNUAL CONTRACT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

g. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-024 award the annual contract for the purchase and delivery of Quicklime.  (Purchasing Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 09-024

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF QUICKLIME; PROVIDING FOR CHANGE ORDERS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

h. Consider the approval of Resolution No. 09-026 authorizing the purchase and delivery of two (2) Vapex systems for Lift Stations #10 & #30 for odor and corrosion control.  (Utilities Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 09-026

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF TWO (2) VAPEX SYSTEMS FOR LIFT STATIONS 10 AND 30 FOR ODOR AND CORROSION CONTROL; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

i. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-027 awarding the contract for the Lift Station Improvements Project.  (Purchasing Dept.)

RESOLUTION NO. 09-027

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE LIFT STATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

j. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-029 authorizing the purchase, delivery and installation of new carpet for the Doyle Convention Center.  (Recreation & Tourism Dept.)
RESOLUTION NO. 09-029

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE, DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION  OF CARPET FOR THE DOYLE CONVENTION CENTER THROUGH A TXMAS QUALIFIED VENDOR; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Due to a conflict of interest concerning item b., Mayor Doyle excused himself from voting on this issue.  
Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-028 appointing signatories for the CDARS account with SWBC Investment Services, LLC. (Financial Dept.) 
The Certificate of Deposit Account Registry Service or CDARS program is a deposit placement service offered by nearly 3,000 financial institutions that are members of the CDARS network.  CDARS works by allocating funds into CDs issued by banks that are members of the CDARS network. This occurs in increments below the standard FDIC insurance maximum, so that both principal and interest are eligible for complete FDIC protection. As a result, the City can access multi-million dollar FDIC insurance coverage from many sources while working with just one financial institution and receiving one regular, consolidated account statement summarizing its CD’s.  It’s one of safest vehicles for investors and is an excellent alternative to 

investing in Treasuries or other fixed income investments. The City has chosen SWBC Investment Service LLC, a registered broker/dealer, to serve as its financial 
institution for the CDARS program. SWBC will handle the City’s deposit placements, which will be at the full discretion of the City and its investment needs. CDARS is in compliance with the Texas Public Funds Investment Act (TPFIA). The authorized 
signers for this account will be Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor, Cheryl T. Hunter, Director of Finance and Laura R. Boyd, Assistant Director of Finance.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-028

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SIGNATORIES FOR THE CDARS ACCOUNT WITH SWBC INVESTMENT SERVICES, LLC.; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Due to a conflict of interest Mayor Doyle excused himself from voting on this issue.  
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-028 appointing signatories for the CDARS account with SWBC Investment Services, LLC; Commissioner Clark SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 09-11 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2008/2009 budget allocating funds for the annual funding of Texas City’s fixed route bus service (Connect Transportation), which is sponsored by the Gulf Coast Center.  (Finance Dept.)  
In early 2008, the City agreed to help fund Texas City's fixed route bus service (Connect Transportation), which is sponsored by the Gulf Coast Center. The City's portion of the annual funding is $80,000 and was discussed during last year's budget process; but was mistakenly not included in the final adopted budget for 2008-09. Funding for this service is available in the General Fund.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-11

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 08-37, ADOPTING THE 2008-2009 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR TEXAS CITY’S FIXED ROUTE BUS SERVICE (CONNECT TRANSPORTATION); DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 09-11 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2008/2009 budget allocating funds for the annual funding of Texas City’s fixed route bus service (Connect Transportation), which is sponsored by the Gulf Coast Center; Commissioner Singleton SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 09-12 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2008/2009 budget to provide funding for expenses related to the City’s “Good Neighbor Program”.  (Finance Dept.)  
A budget amendment is needed to provide funding for expenses related to the City's "Good Neighbor Program". Funds in the amount of $10,000 are available in the Renascence Texas City Fund.

ORDINANCE NO. 09-12

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 08-37, ADOPTING THE 2008-2009 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO THE CITY’S “GOOD NEIGHBOR PROGRAM”; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 09-12 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2008/2009 budget to provide funding for expenses related to the City’s “Good Neighbor Program”; Commissioner Haney SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENTS    
Lance D. Cleveland, Jr. addressed the City Commission concerning City employees. He stated that some of the City employees are afraid to talk about issues on the job; they are afraid if they speak up they will lose their jobs.  Issues that employees would like to discuss include: 1. racial determination of union members vs. non-members; racial determination over minority employee vs. white employee; equal disciple between the class of employees; and hiring practices between minorities and white.  Responding to Mr. Cleveland’s comments, the Mayor said that he appreciated Mr. Cleveland’s concerns and asked that Mr. Cleveland have whoever these people are contact Ms. Wyatt, Director of Human Resources.  If they have a complaint that they would like to file they are more than welcome to do that and we would want for them to do that.  The Mayor said that he has not experienced anyone that has a complaint not having the will or the want to be able to do that.  
Carey Rogers informed the public on the Texas P.R.I.D.E. Crisis Counseling Program for individuals who have been affected by Hurricane Ike.  Texas P.R.I.D.E. offers free in-home and community based services for individuals, families, groups and organizations impacted by Hurricane Ike.  Services include:  social support, linking to community resources, individual counseling, and group counseling school groups.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS

The Mayor voiced his appreciation for a great St. Patrick’s Day last week.   He also acknowledged the presence of School Board Member, Ms. Melba Anderson.  He 

noted that the School Board recently voted to build a new Administration Building, which will sit out in front of the school instead of behind it.

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:30 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.






MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 03-25-2009
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