
RESOLUTION NO. 09-044
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RESTORATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL BRANCH (UTMB) LEVEL 1 TRAUMA CENTER IN GALVESTON, TEXAS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

_____________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston (UTMB) operated one of the highest ranked Level 1 Trauma Centers in the country pre Hurricane Ike; and

WHEREAS, Texas City has one of the largest concentrations of heavy industry in the country and Texas City’s Industry relies upon the close location of UTMB and its Level 1 for the safety of its workers and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, UTMB has proven itself invaluable both on April 16, 1947, with the explosion of the ship Grand Camp where over 600 people died and thousands were injured in the worse industrial accident in the US, and again, on March23, 2005, providing urgent top level medical care to numerous injured persons in another industrial accident that had 15 deaths and numerous injured; and

WHEREAS, UTMB has provided exceptional care to many of our citizens with special needs; and
WHEREAS, UTMB research has eased the suffering of untold persons and greatly advanced Medical care in the county, state and world; and

WHEREAS, The Houston metro area that includes Texas City and Galveston County is underserved in the number of Level 1 trauma centers according to the American College of Surgeons; and

WHEREAS, Many Texas City residents work at UTMB as they are our county’s largest employer; and 

WHEREAS, UTMB’s reputation is world renowned for its quality care and excellent medical school training; and

WHEREAS, The next nearest Trauma Center is 60 miles away placing a burden on the Texas City Fire Department ambulances as well as all of Galveston County’s Emergency Medical Service providers due to travel time and distance; and

WHEREAS, In Trauma Situations the first hour is known as the Golden Hour for survival and the long transports are using up most of that hour; and

WHEREAS, Local hospitals that are not Level 1 Trauma Centers are overcrowded taking patients that were going to UTMB and lack the resources UTMB could provide;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1:  That the City Commission of the City of Texas City, Texas, hereby expresses its support of the restoration of The University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) Level 1 Trauma Center in Galveston, Texas.

SECTION 2:  And providing that this Resolution shall become effective from and after its passage and adoption.
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 15th day of April, 2009.
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Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor

ATTEST:






APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________________
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Pamela A. Lawrence
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City Secretary
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