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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2009 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, April 15, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton, and John W. Wilson.  
The Mayor called upon Commissioner Johnson to offer the Invocation.  Commissioner Haney led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Mayor Doyle read and presented a Proclamation commemorating Cinco de Mayo. The Proclamation read as follows:

May 5, 2009

Cinco De Mayo in Texas City

And ask the citizens of Texas City to join me in commemorating the victory of the Mexican Army, led by General Ignacio Zaragoza, over a French Army at the Battle of Puebla, Mexico on May 5, 1862.  Many thanks to the Cinco De Mayo Committee for organizing a fun filled weekend at Rotary Pavilion for all to enjoy.

Hilda Torres accepted the proclamation and introduced members of the Ballet Folkloric Fiesta Mexicana they will perform at Cinco de Mayo Celebration on May 2nd.
The Mayor informed the public on upcoming events: The 1947 Memorial will be held at Memorial Park on April 16th at 9:00 a.m.;  the Art Festival Gala will be held on April 18th at the Doyle Convention Center; Cinco de Mayo will be celebrated on May 2nd.

REPORTS

a. Report on City of Texas City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ended September 30, 2008.

Cheryl Hunter, Financial Director, reported that this report was prepared in compliance with GASB 34.  Key elements of the report:  Government-wide financial statements-The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the City of Texas City’s finances, in a manner similar to a private-sector business.  
Both of the government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the City of Texas City that are principally supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues from other functions that are intended to recover all or a significant portion of their costs through user fees and charges.  The governmental activities of the City of Texas City include general government, public safety, public works, health, and culture and recreation.  The business-type activities of the City of Texas City include the water and sewer system revenue.  
Financial highlights of the report include:  the City received an unqualified opinion, 
clean opinion, for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008.  The assets of the City exceeded its liabilities at the close of the most recent fiscal year by $84.4 million (net assets).  Of this amount, $30.7 million (unrestricted net assets) may be used to meet the government’s ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.  The City’s total net assets increased by $11.8 million.  As of the close of the current fiscal year, the City’s governmental funds reported combined ending fund balances of $32.1 million, a decrease of $1.6 million in comparison with the prior year.  Approximately, 54% of this total amount, $17.4 million is available for spending at the government’s discretion.  At the end of the current fiscal year, unreserved fund balance for the General Fund was $17.4 million, or 41.3 percent of total general fund expenditures.  The net change in the City’s long-term debt was a decrease of $4. 1 million as a result of additions and reductions to certificates of obligation, bonds, compensated absences, capital leases, and notes payable.  Total outstanding long-term debt was $53 million, with $53 million for governmental activites and $7.5 million for business-type activites, $3.9 million is of the total is due within one year.  
The City’s assets exceeded liabilities by $84.4 million at the close of the most recent fiscal year.  Total Revenue were $46 million, which include property taxes at $19 million and sales tax revenues at $14.8 million.  Total Expenses $34.4 million, which include General Government at $3.9 million, Public Safety at $12.6 million, Public Works at $10.2 million and Culture and Recreation at $5.9 million.  Revenues for business-type activities remained constant.  Water and Sewer rates remained the same as in the prior fiscal year.  During the year, the City provided water and sewer service for approximately 14,000 customers.  Operating expenses for business-type activities were $1 million.
Commissioner Singleton asked if the sales tax increased from last year. Ms. Hunter replied that sales tax revenues increase about 30%.
Helen Duval, auditor, required communications we do have specific requirements as to what we communicate to the governing body.  Our responsibility as described by professional standards is to express opinions about whether the financial statements prepared by management with your oversight are fairly presented, in all material respects.   We have done that and as Cheryl mentioned we have issued an unqualified opinion which is the highest level of assurance that you can get.  Significant Audit Findings – Qualitative Aspects of Accounting Practices – Management is responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies.  The significant accounting policies used, are described in Note 1 to the financial statements.  No new accounting policies were adopted and the application of existing policies was not changed during 2008.  Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by management and are based on management’s knowledge and experience about past and current events and assumptions about future events.  Certain accounting estimates are particularly sensitive because of their significance to the financial statements. The most significant estimates affecting your financial statements are the estimates of the useful lives of capital assets and the allowances for uncollectible accounts receivable.  We evaluated the key factors and assumptions used to develop these estimates in determining that they are reasonable in relation to the financial statements taken as a whole.  Difficulties Encountered in Performing the Audit - We encountered no significant difficulties in dealing with management in performing and completing our audit.    Corrected and Uncorrected Misstatements – Management has corrected all such misstatement.  In addition, none of the misstatement detected as a result of audit procedures and corrected by management were material, either individually or in the aggregate, to the financial statements taken as a whole.  Disagreements with Management – No such disagreements arose during the course of our audit.  Management Representations – we have requested certain representations from management that are included in the management representation letter dated April 15, 2009.  Management Consultations with Other Independent Accountants – to our knowledge, there were no such consultations with other accountants.  

Ms. Duval reviewed what used to be termed the Management Letter, it is now the SAS 112 letter, and she explained that it is a communication to the governing body of items that we feel might be handled in a more efficient manner.  The items that we would like to bring to your attention are:  the city does not have a policy regarding adjustments to utility billing.  A policy should be in place that includes a provision for approval of all adjustments made.  Bank reconciliations are not consistently reviewed and approved.  Additionally, the employee responsible for preparation of bank reconciliations is also authorized to sign checks on the bank account.  We would like to see a separation of duties there, we discussed this and because there is another person in that department now we think that possibly we can separate those duties.  Instances of noncompliance with the Public Funds Investment Act were noted – Investments exceeded limitations set for diversification standards in local policy; broker certifications were not available for two brokers; no annual review of the investment policy and strategies was documented.  
Mayor noted you did meet with the audit committee Monday.  Ms. Duval replied, yes.  Commissioner Land, member of the Audit Committee, remarked that they went through ever detail of the report.

PUBLIC HEARING

a.  Public Hearing to receive input from the public on a proposal for the City of Texas City to annex certain territory in Galveston County Municipal Utility District No. 52 for limited purposes and to impose the City of Texas City’s sales and use tax in such territory, and implement certain other City functions enumerated in the Strategic Partnership Agreement.
Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that the City will initiate this Limited Purpose Annexation in order to adhere to the covenant established between the City and Developer.  More specifically in agreement with the Strategic Partnership Agreement the Developers Agreement and the Utility Agreement approved for the development of Grand Cay subdivision.  Finally, we will initiate the Limited Purpose Annexation in order for the City to legally have the authority to collect sales tax from the Development at the appropriate time.  The Planning Study/Service Plan was formulated and presented to the Planning Board and Zoning Commission.  A copy was made available the City Secretary and the City’s web site.  An ordinance calling for notice of hearing was initiated at the City Commission meeting on March 4, 2009.  Today’s City Commission meeting is the second of two hearings as prescribed by Statute to meet the 20/40 day stipulation mandated by statute.   
Mayor Doyle asked if there were anyone that would like to speak for or against this limited purpose annexation; there were none.

b. Wesson Sand Company Inc. – c/o Herb Wesson requests to rezone from ”A” (Single Family Residential) to “SP” (Site Plan) for mining of clay and sand, being 15 lots in the W. K. Wilson, Abstract No. 208, approximately 10 acres; located at 8211 Deats Lane, Texas City, Texas.

Mr. Carroll reported that the request was reviewed and carefully evaluated by bothe the Planning Board on December 1, 2008 and the Zoning Commission on January 6, 2009, February 17, 2009 and March 3, 2009.  This is a request to expand an existing SP development by 10 acres.  This first approval was granted by the City Commission on September 15, 2004.  There were initial concerns raised by several of the adjacent property owners, which required several meeting of the Zoning Commission before they were able to provide this recommendation.  All concerns were properly addressed to the satisfaction of all interested parties.  The request to extend the hours of operation up to 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays was also recommended for approval.   Mr. Honeycutt and Mr. Wesson were both in attendance.
Mayor Doyle asked if there were anyone that would like to speak for or against this zoning request; there were none.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARINGS; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All presented voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a. Consider preliminary approval of Wesson Sandpit Inc.’s request to rezone from “A” Single Family Residential) to “SP” (Site Plan) for Mining clay and sand.  (Planning Dept.)
Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE PRELIMINARY ZONING of property located at 8211 Deats Lane, Texas City, Texas, being 15 lots in the W. K. Wilson, Abstract No. 208 (approximately 10 acres) from “A” Single Family Residential) to “SP” (Site Plan) requested by Wesson Sandpit Inc.’s for mining clay and sand; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All presented voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.

Commissioner Land requested that item d., Consider approval of  Resolution No. 09-039 suspending the May 5, 2009 effective date of Texas-New Mexico Power Company’s “TNMP’s”) requested supplemental application to change rates to permit the City time to study the request and to establish reasonable rates, be pulled for further discussion. Mayor Doyle requested that items f., Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-042 authorizing the purchase and delivery of one ambulance, radio system included, g., Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-043 authorizing the purchase and delivery of one OPTICOM System, h., Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-044 supporting the restoration of UTMB’s Level 1 Trauma Center , and i., Consider the approval of Resolution No. 09-041 supporting the restoration of Shriners Hospital located in Galveston, be pulled for further discussion.   
a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the April 1, 2009 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-037 accepting funding from Supplemental Environmental Protection (SEP).  (Dept. of Emergency Management) 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-037

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ACCEPT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (SEP) FUNDING FOR PURCHASE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $365,000.00; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-038 requesting an amendment to Resolution No. 08-099 by removing a 1995 Cadillac as surplus vehicle.  (Purchasing Dept.)      
RESOLUTION NO. 09-038

A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 08-099, WHICH DECLARED  CERTAIN CITY VEHICLES AS “SURPLUS” AND DIRECTED THEIR DISPOSAL, BY DELETING ONE VEHICLE FROM THE SURPLUS LIST; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-040 amendment to the Communications Facilities License Agreement.  (Legal Dept.)  
RESOLUTION NO. 09-040

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AMENDMENT TO COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH AT & T MOBILITY TEXAS, LLC TO CHANGE THE SITE PLAN AT 718 14TH STREET NORTH, TEXAS CITY; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.  
Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-039 suspending the May 5, 2009 effective date of Texas-New Mexico Power Company’s “TNMP’s”) requested supplemental application to change rates to permit the City time to study the request and to establish reasonable rates.  (Legal Dept.)  
Bobby Gervais reported that Texas-New Mexico Power Company filed an application to increase their rates last year after Hurricane Ike they filed a supplemental filing to also put into the equation the cost from Hurricane Ike.  Basically, they have to go through the process again starting again at the city level where we have to adopt a resolution and then they take it to the state level.  
RESOLUTION NO. 09-039
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY SUSPENDING THE MAY 5, 2009 EFFECTIVE DATE OF TEXAS-NEW MEXICO POWER COMPANY'S ("TNMP'S") REQUESTED SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION TO CHANGE RATES TO PERMIT THE CITY TIME TO STUDY THE REQUEST AND TO ESTABLISH REASONABLE RATES; FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW; REQUIRING NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE COMPANY AND LEGAL COUNSEL 
Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-039 suspending the May 5, 2009 effective date of Texas-New Mexico Power Company’s “TNMP’s”) requested supplemental application to change rates to permit the City time to study the request and to establish reasonable rates; Commissioner Haney SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

f. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-042 authorizing the purchase and delivery of one ambulance, radio system included.  (Dept. of Emergency Management) 

Bruce Clawson, Emergency Management Coordinator, reported that agenda items f. and g. are both part of an agreed to order between EPA and BP.  This agreement is item or program specific.  Our particular part is a new ambulance, repeaters, computers, a light tower, remodeling the emergency management center, and an OPTICOM System. The OPTICOM System is installed at key intersections and on fire equipment and when activated turns the lights at intersections green facilitating the movement of emergency equipment.  

RESOLUTION NO. 09-042

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF ONE AMBULANCE WITH RADIO SYSTEM INCLUDED FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

g. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-043 authorizing the purchase and delivery of one OPTICOM System.  (Dept. of Emergency Management)

RESOLUTION NO. 09-043

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF OPTICOM SYSTEM FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-042 authorizing the purchase and delivery of one ambulance, radio system included and Resolution No. 09-043 authorizing the purchase and delivery of one OPTICOM System; Commissioner Haney SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

h. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-044 supporting the restoration of UTMB’s Level 1 Trauma Center.  (Fire Dept.) 

Mayor we have a great stress on our ems system not having a Level 1 Trauma Center here it is over 60 miles to the nearest Level 1 Trauma Center we are an industrial based community, when we have a tragic accident we understand how severe that is not to mention any other accidents in our city, we take an ambulance out of service for at least 2 hours.  Consequently we need to make sure that not only to get UTMB back but also our Level 1 Trauma Center back.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-044

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RESTORATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS MEDICAL BRANCH (UTMB) LEVEL 1 TRAUMA CENTER IN GALVESTON, TEXAS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-044 supporting the restoration of UTMB’s Level 1 Trauma Center; Commissioner Singleton SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

i. Consider the approval of Resolution No. 09-041 supporting the restoration of Shriners Hospital located in Galveston.  (Fire Dept.) 

This is exactly the same thing, that burns hospital does great work for our community if UTMB gets back Shriners will be back, we need to make sure that they know they have our support.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-041

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RE-OPENING OF THE SHRINER’S HOSPITAL IN GALVESTON, TEXAS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION

Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-041 supporting the restoration of Shriners Hospital located in Galveston; Commissioner Clark SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

Addressing Consent Agenda item e., Mayor Doyle noted that BP will hold its BP Classic on June 24th; the BP Classic will consist of 100-150 volunteers that will help with the landscaping project.

REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 09-16 abandoning the following right-of-ways: (1) 4th Avenue South lying between Kohfeldt and Braun Subdivisions Block C and South Logan Street (25th Street South) comprised of two tracts, to-wit: 0.3157 acres and 1.3039 acres; (2) 4th Avenue South lying between South Logan Street (25th Street South and 27th Street South) comprising 1.2833 acres; (3) Alley right-of-ways lying between 5th Avenue South and the Southeast corner of Westmont Subdivision comprising 0.2710 acres.  (Planning Dept.) 
BP Products North America, Inc. requests to abandon right-of-ways.  The request has been given approval by the Planning Board. 
ORDINANCE NO. 09-16

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING BP PRODUCTS NORTH AMERICA, INC.’S REQUESTS FOR ABANDONMENT OF VARIOUS RIGHT-OF-WAYS IN TEXAS CITY, GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A QUITCLAIM DEED FOR SAID PROPERTY UPON REQUEST; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 09-16 abandoning the following right-of-ways: (1) 4th Avenue South lying between Kohfeldt and Braun Subdivisions Block C and South Logan Street (25th Street South) comprised of two tracts, to-wit: 0.3157 acres and 1.3039 acres; (2) 4th Avenue South lying between South Logan Street (25th Street South and 27th Street South) comprising 1.2833 acres; (3) Alley right-of-ways lying between 5th Avenue South and the Southeast corner of Westmont Subdivision comprising 0.2710 acres; Commissioner Singleton SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of the first reading of Ordinance No. 09-10 amending the City of Texas City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 94-Secondhand Goods, by adding Article III (Garage Sales), Section 94-69 through 94-75 to provide for permits for community garage sales.  (Community Development)  
Sheila Bowden, Community Development Department, reported that this amendment to the Code would require anyone having a community garage sale to obtain a permit. The permit fee is $10.  Only two garage sales a year will be permitted at a location. A garage sale permit must be obtained to have a garage sale.  A $25 garage sale sign permit must also be obtained if one is to advertise throughout the community. The sign permit is a refundable fee.  Garage sale signs are allowed out one day before the garage sale and they must be removed the day that the garage sale ends.  If the signs are not removed and the City pulls them up the $25 fee will be forfeited.  Those that are caught having a garage sale without a permit can be fined and/or will not be allowed to have a garage sale for one year.  Commissioner Wilson inquired as to what drove this in the first place to make people have to have a permit to have a garage sale.  Ms. Bowden responded that during certain periods of the year, if you drive around the city, you will see garage sale signs posted on all the city easements and on poles and they are left there.  City staff in turn spends a large amount of energy and time picking up these signs; it is a nuisance.  There are some residences that have perpetual garage sales.  We need something to bring the signage that is posted throughout the city and the infraction of having a business at residences in control.  Commissioner Singleton questioned the signage fee.  Ms. Bowden responded that the signage fee is a refundable deposit.  She explained that a person having a garage sale would leave a $25 deposit and is allowed to put out four signs in the community for their garage sale.   The day their garage sale ends they pick up their signs and they are refunded their $25 deposit.  If they do not pick up their signs and city staff has to pick up the signs they forfeit their $25 deposit. Commissioner Wilson inquired whether the City would provide the four signs.  Ms. Bowden answered that the person having the garage sale will bring in their four signs when they apply for a permit; their permit number will be placed on their signs at the department and the location of where their signs are going to be will also be noted on the permit.    Commissioner Land asked who was going to enforce this.  She replied that the City has code enforcement officers but also the City is developing a new program, “The Good Neighbor Program”.   “The Good Neighbor Program” will use the Police Citizens Academy; one of their responsibilities will be to pick up the signs that are left out.  Commissioner Land stated that he would like to see this done but I want to see it done right.  Most garage sales are held on the week end what concerns me is who is going to enforce this on the weekends; the people we have enforcing this work Monday through Friday.  He said that he did not think that the City should put a law on the books that it is not going to enforce; we should be cautious about passing ordinances that we have no intention of enforcing.  Commissioner Johnson remarked that the concept behind it is good; the rationale behind the whole thing is trying to clean up the city and that is the overall thing that I think every commissioner on here would like to do.  At the same time, when you look at a $10 permit and then a $25 signage fee the people that I know that have garage sales sometimes gross $35 so to pay $35 to have a garage sale in their eyes would be counterproductive and the City will probably see an onslaught of people trying to be more creative in getting through this system that we put in order to regulate.  The Commissioner said that he too has a problem with the frequent garage sales but sometimes he has just as much of a problem with a heavy handed government.  There still are some freedoms that citizens have and running a business out of your home unlicensed and unpermitted is not one of them.    The signage ordinance that City has in place might need to be stepped and tweaked without bothering the garage sales.  The Commissioner asked how this ordinance would affect people that are having free give a ways at their homes; would they fall under this ordinance since they are not selling anything.  The City Attorney replied that it would not fall under this ordinance, under the definition there must be an offer for sale.  The Commissioner commented this free spot that he was speaking of is one of the most visual nuisances around, but it doesn’t fall under this.  We are hitting and missing with the goal of what we are trying to do.  The Commissioner addressed the issue of four signs.  He said that he knows that they are going to put out more than four signs and now City is going to limit where they can advertise. Ms. Bowden remarked, four signs that has always been in the ordinance under the Signs and Garage Sales.  Commissioner Johnson responded, which further proves the point that it is not being enforced because he has always seen more than four signs.  If the City is not enforcing it in its current ordinances then, the Commissioner said, he is not sure that $5 or $10 is going to make the City start enforcing; it is not a deterrent.   
Mayor Doyle commented that we are going to see more of these types of ordinances.  Community Development, the Fire Marshall, and Inspection Department are meeting monthly and working on these things.  He warned the public that if they are parking in their yard, the City is going to try to figure out a way how not to allow you to park on your grass anymore.  We are going to get these things under control they are causing physical hazards to people.   Imagine a fire fighter having to fight a fire with a house that has a car parked in front of the front door.  Another thing that is being worked on is apartment registration and making sure that our apartments are clean, well kept and inspected annually.  This is being done for numerous reasons not only fire and protection reasons but quality of life reasons and that will dwindle down to land lords.  Commissioner Clark asked if our neighboring communities have garage sale ordinances.  Ms. Bowden responded yes.   
ORDINANCE NO. 09-10

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, CHAPTER 94, “SECONDHAND GOODS”, BY ADDING A NEW ARTICLE III “GARAGE SALES” TO REGULATE GARAGE SALES IN THE CITY; AMENDING CHAPTER 98-135 ‘GARAGE SALE SIGNS”; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the FIRST READING of Ordinance No. 09-10 amending the City of Texas City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 94-Secondhand Goods, by adding Article III (Garage Sales), Section 94-69 through 94-75 to provide for permits for community garage sales; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

c. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 09-17 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2008/2009 budget transferring monies from the Hotel-Motel Tax fund to the Texas City Economic Development Corporation to provide funding for the Landscaping Project. (Finance Dept.) 
In August 2008, Hotel-Motel funds were committed to partially fund the proposed landscaping project from E. F. Lowry Expressway to I-45.  The project will be accounted for in the Texas City Economic Development Corporation.  Funds in the amount of $200,000 will be transferred from the Hotel-Motel Tax fund to the Texas City Economic Development Corporation, these funds will be an addition to the Budge to $200,000 in the TCEDC for a total project budget of $400,000.  
ORDINANCE NO. 09-17

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 08-37, ADOPTING THE 2008-2009 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE LANDSCAPING PROJECT FROM E. F. LOWRY EXPRESSWAY TO I-45; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 09-17 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2008/2009 budget transferring monies from the Hotel-Motel Tax fund to the Texas City Economic Development Corporation to provide funding for the Landscaping Project; Commissioner Haney SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

d. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 09-18 amending the City of Texas City’s fiscal year 2008/2009 budget to accept the Supplemental Environmental Protection (SEP) funds from BP Products.  (Finance Dept.)

A budget amendment is needed to accept the SEP funds in the amount of $365,000 as a result of an agreed order between BP Products and the Environmental Protection Agency.

PUBLIC COMMENTS    
Mr. Jenkins, a Texas City resident, reported that he and Mr. Robbins had attended the meeting two weeks ago concerning the noise in the neighborhood and that they have not had a response yet.  From 3:00 p.m. till 1:00 a.m. sometimes all the way up to 6:00 a.m. music booms so loud that it shakes the house.  This is against the law and something should be done about it; we are really suffering and we would like something to be done about it. We have waited and waited and nothing has happened; we pay taxes for police protection and I feel that the police should do something about it.  Chief Burby reported that the police have been working that area.  They are not going to crank up the music when the police are out there in parked cars.  We are patrolling that area and have been out there before you came to the commission.  We have not left that neighborhood and we are not going to leave that neighborhood. Just like your concerns we have that all over the city and we are addressing it.  We have had a lot of drug arrest in your neighborhood; these problems will not go away over night but again we are working on it.  Mr. Jenkins told the Chief that he appreciated what the police are doing.  Mr. Jenkins said that he and Mr. Robbins can tell him the cars that are causing the problem; he said that he would get the license plate numbers and hand them to him at the next meeting.  Discussion continued.  Mayor Doyle said that the City will continue to address that problem throughout the city.
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 6:20 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.






MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 04-02-2009
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