June 3, 2009

Mr. Alan C. Clark, MPO Director

Houston-Galveston Area Council

P.O. Box 22777

Houston, TX  77227-2777
RE: Texas City UZA – American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Funds

Dear Mr. Clark:

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), signed into law February 17, 2009, includes approximately 7 Billion in funding for transit capital improvements nationwide.  For the Texas City-La Marque Urbanized Area, the FTA Section 5340 ARRA transit capital allocation apportionment is $1,609,294.  As you may know, the deadline for grant applications for ARRA funds is fast approaching and quick action is necessary in order to submit for projects that are in the most need.  Currently, Connect Transit is providing fixed-route transit services in Texas City, and is scheduled to add expanded fixed route transit services in Texas City, and to initiate new services in La Marque beginning in June 2009. Connect Transit is our designated transit service provider for fixed route and demand-response transit services within the Texas City UZA. 
Pedestrian Transit Access improvements 
Working with Connect, the cities of Texas City and La Marque have identified 15 transit shelter locations and associated pedestrian-transit access improvements (ADA ramps and information kiosks) with a total estimated cost of $162,504, which will be funded through the 5340 ARRA allocation to the Texas City UZA.  The planning and environmental documentation, which has been completed to support this request, reinforces the “shovel ready” nature of the proposed pedestrian-transit access improvements, and our ability to meet ARRA and FTA timing requirements. Construction and installation activities for the shelters can begin as soon as funding has been approved within an FTA grant. The establishment of shelters and subsequent operation of additional transit services in our area, will create a new mobility option for Mainland Galveston County residents, resulting in reduced automobile emissions, access to municipal, retail, and activity centers, and stimulate jobs growth throughout the gulf coast region.

University of Texas Medical Branch/Victory Lakes Park and Ride Facility

Texas City, La Marque, and our local project partners also recognize the need for regional transit connectivity, represented by the proposed University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) Victory Lakes Park and Ride facility. This facility which will be developed as part of the new 3 million square foot UTMB campus, located in League City, will provide express commuter park and ride southbound services to the City of Galveston, reinforcing job access, economic development, and regional objectives of reduced vehicle miles traveled, energy use, and pollution. The UTMB has agreed to provide property, through a long term ground lease, to support the proposed facility. A Preliminary Engineering and Environmental report has been submitted to both the FTA and your office for review. 

As such, we concur with the utilization of the remaining $1,446,790 in Texas City UZA Section 5340 ARRA funding, to support this project.  
Please feel free to contact me regarding this important request for the Houston-Galveston Transportation Management Area (TMA).

Sincerely,

Matthew T. Doyle
Mayor
cc: 
Patricia Waskowiak, H-GAC

Toni Randall, Mayor, City of League City

Robert Patrick, FTA

       
Blas Uribe, FTA


Pearlie Tiggs

       
Michael Winburn, GCC

       
Rick Elizondo, GCC

      
Alan Rodenstein, A&R

       
Barry Goodman, TGC

