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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2009 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, May 20, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Tommy Clark, Dee Ann Haney, Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton, and John W. Wilson.  
The Mayor called Dr. Robert Miller, First Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Dr. Miller for his attendance and for offering the invocation.  Commissioner Johnson led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Mayor Doyle presented service award pins to the following people; he also expressed his gratitude to retirees and presented each retiree with a clock and a pen.

SERVICE YEAR AWARD PINS were presented to the following:


DAVID BRIGGS

FIRE DEPARTMENT
30 YEARS
TERRY SIMPSON

FIRE DEPARTMENT
5 YEARS

RETIREES:

JANET BAZEMORE
LIBRARY


28 YEARS


JERRY GILL

PUBLIC WORKS

9 YEARS
REPORTS

a. City of Texas City’s Quarterly Investment Report for the quarter ending March 31, 2009.  (Finance Dept.)

Cheryl Hunter, Financial Director, gave the investment report for quarter ending March 31, 2008.  A summary of the transactions in the portfolio for the quarter are as follows:  Investments at the Beginning of the Period-Book Value equaled $26,663,744; Investment Purchases/Additions - $30,095,598; Investment Maturities/Deletions - ($3,000,000); Amortization (Premium/Discount) $2,597; Accrued Interest 03-31-09 - $75,500; Investments at the End of the Period-Book Value equaled $53,761,939.  Investments at the Beginning of the Period - Market Value equaled $26,718,468; Investment Purchases/Additions $30,095,598 Investment Maturities/Deletions ($3,000,000); Change in Fair Market Value came to ($31,770); Accrued Interest 03-31-09 - $75,500; Investments at the End of the Period-Market Value equaled $53,857,796.  The Portfolio Composition is composed of 17% in Agency Securities, 83% in Bank Deposits.   Ms. Hunter reported that the Benchmark Rate of Return on the 3-month T-Bill was .1600; the 6-month, .3500; the 1-year, .5500; the City’s Portfolio is 1.1010. The Weighted Average Maturity of Portfolio was 53 days.

PUBLIC HEARING

a. Chance Bennett/MicroSuites requests to rezone from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “E” (General Business) for development of single story Connecticut style micro cabins; being Lot 4 and part of Lots 1-3 and 5 (204-0), Block 2 Subdivision H, Kohfeldt’s Resubdivision, being approximately 3 acres; north Palmer Highway, west of Lowes, east of railroad a total of 7.4886 acres out of James Smith Survey; located at 3100 Block of E. F. Lowry Expressway, Texas City, Texas.
Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that Mr. Bennett has successfully obtained approval recommendation for this development intent to build a 61 unit hotel/extended stay cottage (micro suites).  He provided pictures of existing facilities that they replicate.  All of the performance standard stipulations have been properly vetted with both the Zoning Commission and Planning Board.  The proposal will meet all of our regulations and/or development stipulations mandated by the Planning Board.  The applicant obtained tentative approval by the Zoning Commission on April 7, 2009 and approval by the Planning Board on April 20, 2009.  Chance Bennett was present to answer any questions concerning his request.
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a. Chance Bennett/MicroSuites requests to rezone from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “E” (General Business) for development of single story Connecticut style micro cabins.  (Planning Dept.)
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the preliminary zoning request from “A” (Single Family Residential) to “E” (General Business) for development of single story Connecticut style micro cabins; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  Mayor Doyle, Commissioner Clark, Commissioner Haney, Commissioner Land, Commissioner Singleton and Commissioner Wilson voted AYE. Commissioner Johnson voted NAY.  MOTION CARRIED.
CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.
a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the May 6, 2009 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-056 authorizing review of Centerpoint Energy gas cost of service adjustment tariff and approving cooperation with the Gulf Coast Coalition of Cities to review Centerpoint’s Application, hiring legal and consulting services and to negotiate with the company and direct any necessary litigation and appeals.  (Legal)

RESOLUTION NO. 09-056

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REVIEW OF CENTERPOINT ENERGY GAS’ COST OF SERVICE ADJUSTMENT (“COSA”) TARIFF, APPROVING COOPERATION WITH THE GULF COAST COALITION OF CITIES TO REVIEW CENTERPOINT’S APPLICATION, HIRING LEGAL AND CONSULTING SERVICES AND TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE COMPANY AND DIRECT ANY NECESSARY LITIGATION AND APPEALS; FINDING THAT THE MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS REQUIRED BY LAW; REQUIRING NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE COMPANY AND LEGAL COUNSEL; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-57 supporting legislation extending the confirmation election deadline for Galveston County MUD #67.  (Legal Dept.)

 RESOLUTION NO. 09-057

A RESOLUTION CONSENTING TO AND SUPPORTING LEGISLATION RELATING TO GALVESTON COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 67; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-054 authorizing the Mayor to enter into an Interlocal Governmental Agreement between the County of Galveston, the City of Galveston, City of La Marque, City of Hitchcock, City of Friendswood, City of Dickinson, City of Santa Fe and the City of League City enabling the County of Galveston to apply for funding made available via the Recovery Act:  Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Formula Program.  (Police Dept.)     
RESOLUTION NO. 09-054

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF GALVESTON AND THE CITIES OF GALVESTON, LAMARQUE, TEXAS CITY, HITCHCOCK, FRIENDSWOOD, DICKINSON, SANTA FE AND LEAGUE CITY ENABLING THE COUNTY TO APPLY FOR FUNDING AVAILABLE FROM THE RECOVERY ACT: EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG) FORMULA PROGRAM; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-055 amending the Interlocal Tax Collection Agreement with Galveston County by extending the expiration date of the current contract.  
RESOLUTION NO. 09-055

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO AMEND THE INTERLOCAL TAX AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF GALVESTON AND CHERYL JOHNSON, GALVESTON COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR/COLLECTOR, FOR THE COLLECTION SERVICES OF CURRENT AND DELINQUENT TAXES ON TAX PARCELS LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY’S JURISDICTION; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

f. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-059 authorizing the Mayor to negotiate and enter into an agreement for legal services and the appointment of City Attorney.  (Mayor)  
RESOLUTION NO. 09-059

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING THE CITY ATTORNEY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR SAID LEGAL SERVICES; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-58 authorizing the Mayor to execute a Property Tax Refund Agreement with Valero Refining-Texas, L.P. (Finance Dept.)    
In 2005, Valero Refining-Texas, L.P. sued Galveston Central Appraisal District contesting the property’s appraised value for ad valorem tax purposes, with suits being filed for the 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 tax years.  These lawsuits are collectively referred to as the “2005-2008 Lawsuits”.  Since the City of Texas City is a taxing unit that is authorized to impose ad valorem taxes on the property, it is a party to the judgment and must abide by the terms of the “Property Tax Refund Agreement”.  On April 6, 2009, an Agreed Final Judgment was entered in the “2005-2008 Lawsuits”.  The value reductions reduce Valero’s tax liability and entitle Valero to a refund from the City under Texas Tax Code §42.43 totaling $805,157.78.  Per the agreement the City will make four payments of $201,289.44 over the next four years (one payment each year) to Valero. Valero will not recover interest and releases the City from any and all claims for interest, which would otherwise be owed on the Refund under Texas Tax Code §42.43. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-058

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE PROPERTY TAX REFUND AGREEMENT WITH VALERO REFINING-TEXAS, L.P. AS A RESULT OF AGREED FINAL JUDGMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-58 authorizing the Mayor to execute a Property Tax Refund Agreement with Valero Refining-Texas, L.P.; Commissioner Singleton SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

b. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 09-25 amending the fiscal year 2008/2009 budget to close 2007/2008 fiscal year purchase orders.  (Finance Dept.) 
Cheryl Hunter, Finance Director, reported that a budget amendment is needed to close 2007/2008 fiscal year purchase orders.  She explained that purchase orders that are outstanding at the end of the fiscal year are to be canceled and rolled into the new fiscal year (2008/2009).  Since encumbrances impact budgets, the current fiscal year’s budget must be increased to reflect outstanding encumbrances from the 2007/2008 fiscal year.
ORDINANCE NO. 09-25

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 08-37, ADOPTING THE 2008-2009 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO INCREASE FUNDING TO THE EXISTING BUDGET TO BALANCE ENCUMBRANCES FROM FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 09-25 amending the fiscal year 2008/2009 budget to close 2007/2008 fiscal year purchase orders; Commissioner Haney SECONDED the motion.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENTS    
None.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Referring to the Garage Sale Ordinance that had been tabled at the last City Commission meeting, the Mayor remarked that there will be no specific ordinance related to garage sales at this time; however, the City will start enforcing the ordinances regarding signage and limits on the number of garage sales held would be implemented.
The Mayor made the following announcements:

On May 21st the City Employee Safety Fair Luncheon will be held at the Doyle Convention Center from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
City offices will be closed on May 25th.

The Library reading Program will begin on June 1st.

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
The Commissioners expressed their gratitude to City Attorney, Bobby Gervais, for his service throughout the years.
Having no further business, Commissioner Clark made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:45 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.






MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 05-26-2009
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