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Background Information

 City staff identified need for 
comprehensive review and update of 
the existing Subdivision Ordinance

 The existing ordinance has been 
modified on several occasions but no 
comprehensive update since its 
original adoption 
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Goals

 Develop New Subdivision Regulations which:

– Are in Conformance with the Texas Local Gov’t 
Code

– Contain “Best Practices” 

– Implement Desired Development in Texas City

– Provide for an Efficient Review and Approval 
Process

– Allow for Flexibility when Necessary 
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Components of the Draft 
Ordinance

 Article I. General 

 Article II. Administration

 Article III. Platting Procedures

 Article IV. Design Standards

 Article V. Private Street Development

 Article VI.  Construction Plans & 
Improvements

 Article VII. Legal Provisions
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Article I. General

• City Authority

• Purpose - safe, orderly development of 
the City

• Enforcement – no building permit or 
connection of utilities until plat 
approved

• Consistency with Comprehensive Plan 
and Zoning Ordinance

• Definitions – expanded list
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Article II.  Administration

• Establishing the Authority of the City 
Engineer – ability to establish standards 
and specifications for public 
improvements

• Fees – Currently, there is one flat fee of 
$100.00, regardless of size of number of 
lots 
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• Fees – Proposed fee schedule for typical 
plat applications:
• $100.00, plus $5.00 per lot

• $100.00 flat fee for amending or minor plats

• $10.00 per acre or a portion thereof up to a 
maximum of $1,000.00 for a Subdivision Master 
Plan (20 or more acres)

• Comparable or less to other cities (League City: 
$400.00 + $8.00/lot; La Marque: $200.00 + 
$8.00/lot)
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Article III. General Platting 
Procedures

• Application and review process for the 
various types of plats (preliminary plat, 
final plat, etc..)

• Application forms and content of the plat 
to be prescribed by the City

• Allows application forms and required 
information to be updated as needed
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Article III. General Platting 
Procedures

• Clearly defines the review and approval 
process (role of the Planning Board and 
City Commission)

• Allows for the request of additional 
information when needed

• Drainage Studies

• Capacity Calculations

• Traffic Impact Analysis
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Article III. General Platting 
Procedures

• Establishes new procedures for approval 
of Amending Plats or Administrative Minor 
Plats in accordance with State Law

• Expedites approval of certain Amending plats 
without going through replat process

• Allows for staff review and approval (staff 
may elect to send plat to Planning Board)

• Establishes procedures for Vacating Plats

• Codifies the procedure for abandonment 
of right-of-way
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Article III. General Platting 
Procedures

• Incorporates the Park/Open Space requirements 
into this article

• Lowers the threshold for dedicating park/open space 
from subdivisions with 200 lots to 100 lots

• Transfers ownership and maintenance responsibilities 
to the homeowners association

• Requires a payment in lieu of dedication for 
subdivisions with less than 100 lots

• Maintains and clarifies procedures for requesting 
Variances 
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Article IV. Design Standards

 Comprehensive section establishing the 
provision, location and general design of:
– Streets
– Sidewalks
– Lots & Blocks
– Utility easements
– Water and Sanitary Sewer System
– Drainage

 Maintains requirements for lots not served 
by sanitary sewer service 
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Article V. Private Street 
Developments

 Carries forward the provisions adopted in 
2001

 Establishes new Intent and Purpose section
 Requires property owners to participate in a 

HOA
 Provides for City approval of changes to 

HOA documents regarding street 
maintenance

 Requires 2 points of access – one can be 
dedicated for emergency access only
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Article VI. Construction Plans 
and Improvements

 New section establishing requirements 
to submit engineering plans for 
streets, storm sewers, drainage 
facilities, water and sanitary sewer 
lines and other public utilities

 Prepared in accordance with City’s 
Design Standards

 Defines the role of the City Engineer 
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Article VII. Legal Provisions

 Establishes penalty for violations

 Provided for severability clause
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Questions & Next Steps


