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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2009 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, October 21, 2009, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Dedrick Johnson, Mike Land, Donald Singleton, Rick Wilkenfeld and John W. Wilson.  Commissioner Dee Ann Haney, and were not able to attend.
The Mayor called upon Commissioner Wilson to offer the Invocation. Commissioner Wilkenfeld led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
The Mayor read and presented a PROCLAMATION declaring November 1-12 as Poppy Distribution Days in Texas City to Mrs. Sonntag.  The proclamation read as follows: 

Proclamation

I, Mayor of the City of Texas City, Texas, do hereby proclaim November 1 – 12, 2009 as

Poppy Distribution Days in Texas City

Whereas, America is the land of freedom, preserved and protected willingly and freely by citizen soldiers, millions of whom have served and died for our country in all wars; and

Whereas, the Red Poppy has been designated as a symbol of sacrifice of lives in all wars and reminds the community of the past sacrifices and continuing needs of our veterans and the program providing multiple benefits to the veterans and to the community; and

Whereas, the members of the Col. H. B. Moore American Legion Auxiliary Unit 89 of Texas City will be holding their annual Poppy Distribution Days on November 1 – 12, 2009 in Texas City.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor of the City of Texas City am proud to honor the Auxiliary members of Post 89 for their commitment to the men and women who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the name of freedom by wearing the Memorial Poppy during these days. 

In testimony whereof, witness my hand and the Seal of the City of Texas City, this the 21st day of October, 2009.

Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor

City Commission

	Mike Land
	Dee Ann Haney

	Donald B. Singleton
	John “Scooter” Wilson

	Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr.
	Rick Wilkenfeld


The Mayor recognized the presence of Cub Scout Troop #240.
Service Awards were presented to the following:

Brian Berg
 
Police Department 

  5 Years
Jeremy Maxwell  
Police Department  

  5 Years
Sal Chapa, Jr.  
Police Department
  
  5 Years
Susan Chapa
 
Administration


10 Years
Claude Harper

Sanitation Department
20 Years

Wayne Solomon 
Sewer Department

20 Years

 The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.; the public hearing was officially declared opened.

a. Public hearing to consider Stan Armentor c/o Windstorm Plus Warehousing request to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to Site Plan “E” (General Business) & Site Plan “E-4” (Commercial Warehousing) to construct commercial retail and storage; being Lot 4 Abstract 10, Amos Edwards, Block 99, San Leon FM HM Trs.; being approximately .22 acres 1) Abstract 164 page 10 Block 39 Clifton Land & Production Company Subdivision; approximately 4.7 acres 2) Abstract 181 J S Sherman Survey part of Lot A (1-20) Jones Subdivision approximately 0.941 acres, located at 4837 FM 646; 3) Abstract 164 E Payne Survey part of Block TRGS G & H (0-0) Clifton Land & Production Company Subdivision, located at 4837 FM 646 & 4901 FM 646, Texas City, Texas.

Don Carroll reported that he had received a letter from John Voll after the public hearing held by the Zoning Commission. He provided the City Commission with a copy of the letter which also contained pictures of the property.

This is a request for  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Stan Armentor c/o Windstorm Plus which was recommended for approval by the Zoning Commission on August 18, 2009 for “SP” Site Plan rezone from “O” (Open Space) to “E” (General Business) & “E-4” (Commercial Warehousing) to construct commercial retail and storage. There were no controversial issues associated with the request.  There was no one present to speak in opposition to the rezoning request.   The development intent was provided to the Zoning Commission by the applicant. Staff departmental comments were provided and the applicant was informed that the proposal would have to adhere to the landscaping provisions, performance standards required with the Sign Ordinance and the masonry ordinance and its provisions.  The request is not in conflict with the Land Use Plan.  After reviewing the information presented, the Zoning Commission members present unanimously voted to recommend approval of this request.   The applicant has some concerns about nuisance control and we are working with the property owners this is separate from the land use request but he will have to adhere to the code enforcement provisions as well.
The Mayor queried, this address that is on this letter from Mr. Voll quotes an address that is on this (rezoning request) description is that not correct.  Mr. Carroll responded that Mr. Voll’s property is adjacent to the site.  Should I determine that Mr. Voll’s letter and the pictures that we have are not on the 4901 site.  Mr. Carroll responded, yes they are pictures of the site.  The Mayor asked if the applicant was going to get this stuff off of there.  Mr. Armentor, representative of Windstorm Plus, responded that his boss, Mr. Baugh was basically helping a lady in Kemah who needed those buildings moved so he moved them there and stored them until she had this other piece of property ready.  He was going to build the retail center around these buildings but Mr. Armentor said that he convinced them that can’t happen.  The Code Enforcement also convinced him; they showed up today and let him know that all that has to be removed.  Once the City approves the rezoning, that will bind him - no permit comes unless the place is cleared and he’s going to build what is on the site plan.  Mayor asked if he was the owner when all this went on.  The response was yes.  The Mayor remarked that the City has to hold property owners to some kind of standard.  The Mayor asked if the owner was present.  Mr. Armentor replied no.  The Mayor told Mr. Armentor to inform him that this is not tolerable inside our city and that he would not vote to approve this until this property is cleaned up.  The consensus of the Commissioners was in agreement with the Mayor.  It was decided to table the public hearing until the first meeting in November with the understanding that the property would be cleaned up.  
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to TABLE the public hearing until the November 4, 2009 meeting; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE. MOTION CARRIED.
b.  Public hearing to consider Jerry Marcum c/o William Vaden request to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to Site Plan “E” (General Business) to construct a billboard sign; being Lot 4 Abst. 10, Amos Edwards, .448 acres out of Lots 3 & 4A Block 80 aka Tr 8 & 8B San Leon FM HM Trs.; located at 12002 Hwy 146, Texas City, Texas.  
Don Carroll, City Planner, reported that this is a request for  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Jerry Marcum c/o William Vaden which was recommended for approval by the Zoning Commission on August 18, 2009 to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to “E” (General Business) to construct a billboard sign.   It’s located at 12002 Highway 146.  There were no controversial issues associated with the request.  There was no one present to speak in opposition to the rezoning request.   The development intent was provided to the Zoning Commission by the applicant. Staff departmental comments were provided and the applicant was informed that the proposal would have to adhere to the design standards established in the City’s Sign Ordinance.  The request is not in conflict with the Land Use Plan or Zoning Ordinance.  After reviewing the information presented, the Zoning Commission members present unanimously voted to recommend approval of this request.   The applicants are present to answer any questions that the Commission might have.   Mayor asked it does meet our ordinance for billboards is that correct.  Yes, well it would have to; the sign ordinance is separate from our zoning; he will have to adhere to those provisions as well.  Commissioner land asked if this was a business for a business or is it a billboard that they are going to lease out.  The applicant stated that they would lease the sign out.
Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to CLOSE the PUBLIC HEARING; Commissioner Land SECONDED the motion. All present voted AYE. MOTION CARRIED.
PRELIMINARY ZONING APPROVAL

a. Consider preliminary approval of Stan Armentor c/o Windstorm Plus Warehousing request to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to Site Plan “E” (General Business) & Site Plan “E-4” (Commercial Warehousing) to construct commercial retail and storage; located at 4837 FM 646 & 4901 FM 646, Texas City, Texas.

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to preliminary approval of TABLE preliminary approval of Stan Armentor c/o Windstorm Plus Warehousing request to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to Site Plan “E” (General Business) & Site Plan “E-4” (Commercial Warehousing) to construct commercial retail and storage; located at 4837 FM 646 & 4901 FM 646, Texas City, Texas; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE. MOTION CARRIED.
b. Consider preliminary approval of Jerry Marcum c/o William Vaden request to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to Site Plan “E” (General Business) to construct a billboard sign.
Commissioner Singleton made a MOTION of preliminary approval of Jerry Marcum c/o William Vaden request to rezone from “O” (Open Space) to Site Plan “E” (General Business) to construct a billboard sign; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Land.  All present voted AYE. MOTION CARRIED.
CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.
Commissioner Land requested that item c., Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-112 awarding an Engineering Contract for engineering and construction phase services for the Texas City Dike Road Paving Improvements Project, be pulled for further discussion.  
a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the October 7, 2009 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-111 authorizing the acceptance of the Loan Star Libraries Grant from the Texas State Library and Archives Commission, awarded to the City of Texas City Moore Memorial Public Library for FY 2010. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-111

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE LONE STAR LIBRARIES GRANT FOR $18,702.00 FROM THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES COMMISSION THAT WAS AWARDED TO THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010; PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-113 authorizing the purchase and delivery of four (4) 2010 Model Fuel Efficient Vehicles to be utilized by the Police Department. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-113

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF FOUR (4) 2010 MODEL FUEL EFFICIENT VEHICLES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 
e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-114 awarding the annual contract for the purchase of personnel protective equipment, fire hose, nozzles and related equipment, to be utilized by the Fire Department. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-114

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF PERSONNEL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, FIRE HOSE NOZZLES AND RELATED EQUIPMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.  

f.    Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-115 awarding the contract for the construction of the Bayou Golf Course Restroom Project. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-115

A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH TEXCOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES INC. FOR THE BAYOU GOLF COURSE RESTROOM PROJECT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

RESOLUTION NO. 09-108

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF ONE (1) TEREX RS425C RECLAIMER/STABILIZER THROUGH THE TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL BOARDS (TASB), A TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT PURCHASING COOPERATIVE, FOR PUBLIC WORKS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
g. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-116 accepting the Department of Energy Grant in the amount of $119,600.00 for improving lighting and installing energy efficient lighting in several City facilities and authorizing the Mayor to execute agreement with the Department of Energy accepting the conditions and use of the funds. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-116

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY GRANT FOR $191,600 FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION IN LIGHTING AND WINDOW FILM; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.  
h. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-117 authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement with Joseph Hoover for architectural services for the Texas City Museum.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-117

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPOSAL AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH JOSEPH HOOVER TO PROVIDE ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR THE TEXAS CITY MUSEUM; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA items a., b., d., e., f., g., and h.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

c.    Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-112 awarding an Engineering Contract for engineering and construction phase services for the Texas City Dike Road Paving Improvements Project. 
Tommy Maris, Public Works Department, reported that this is a request for approval for award of an Engineering Contract to HDR Engineering, Inc. for Engineering and Construction Phase Services for the Texas City Dike Road Paving Improvements Project.  The consultant’s fee for the scope of services is $409,800.00 for design services and miscellaneous and $289,925.00 for construction phase services for a total contract amount of $699,725.00.  Mr. Maris recommended awarding the contract for services to HDR Engineering, Inc., for the total contract price of $699,725.00.  Mr. Maris remarked that the City is getting everything in place so we are ready to go when the money comes in from FEMA.  Our anticipated time schedule, all depending on FEMA, is bids will go out this winter and we anticipate that completion will be October 2010.
Commissioner Johnson queried as to what the citizens could expect the dike to look like when it is done.  The Mayor commented that FEMA’s deal is nothing better than it’s been before; the shoulder will be new they will look good, trash cans will all be new, they gave us some money for our concrete structures.  Commissioner Johnson said that he was not asking about the quality of it but as far as the width and length - will that be the same.  The response was yes. Mr. Maris remarked that they (the Mayor, Tom Kessler, Doug Kneupper and Tom Maris) had to actually fight with FEMA about the width of the road; their originally proposal was for a 20’ wide road, which you know is not wide enough for a boat and trailer.  Tom Kessler and Doug Kneupper took them out to the dike and fortunately found a section of road that was still there and measured it; it was 22 feet wide.  So FEMA went back and revised their plans and they authorized us to go 22 feet wide.  The Mayor said that he believes that Texas-New Mexico is thinking about burying the power this time.  Mr. Maris commented that we haven’t really had that much discussion with them but they were certainly talking about that.  The Mayor added that the City we will probably try to run water a little further; but there will be no sewer because you can’t penetrate the levy with the sewer line.  Commissioner Wilkenfeld asked if the boat ramps that are presently there will return for use.  Mr. Maris replied yes sir, FEMA didn’t give us a whole lot of money for the boat ramps but Texas Parks and Wildlife has put up money for additional work on the boat ramps.  It is going to be better when we get finished.  The Mayor thanked Mr. Maris and Laura Boyd, Asst. Director of Finance, for dealing with FEMA; these two have done yeoman’s work maximizing our ability to get money out of FEMA and it hasn’t been an easy process.  Commissioner Wilson asked about the docking spaces for the shrimp boats.  Mr. Maris reported that the amenities (shrimp boats and bait camps) were all individually owned and operated under leases and FEMA has not given us any money to do anything with that.  Commissioner Wilson inquired if those individuals want to do things on their own, are we going to allow them to do that.  The Mayor replied that all those leases are gone except two, which are both on shrimp boat docks.  There are only two left so that will be the only two things going back at least at this time.  The City has some things that we are going to have to figure out when the dike gets back.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-112

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPOSAL AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH HDR ENGINEERING, INC., TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION PHASE SERVICES FOR THE TEXAS CITY DIKE ROAD PAVING IMPROVEMENT PROJECT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-112 awarding an Engineering Contract for engineering and construction phase services for the Texas City Dike Road Paving Improvements Project; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

REGULAR ITEMS

a. Consider approval of the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 08-29 approving revisions to the Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 110.

No changes.

ordinance no. 08-29

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, ("CITY") APPROVING NEGOTIATED RESOLUTION BETWEEN THE GULF COAST COALITION OF CITIES AND CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX ("CENTERPOINT" OR "COMPANY") REGARDING THE COMPANY'S COST OF SERVICE ADJUSTMENT ("COSA") FILING; DECLARING EXISTING RATES TO BE UNREASONABLE; REQUIRING THE COMPANY TO REIMBURSE CITIES' REASONABLE RATEMAKING EXPENSES; ADOPTING TARIFFS THAT REFLECT RATE ADJUSTMENTS CONSISTENT WITH THE NEGOTIATED RESOLUTION AND FINDING THE RATES TO BE SET BY THE ATTACHED TARIFFS TO BE JUST AND REASONABLE; ADOPTING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; DETERMINING THAT THIS ORDINANCE WAS PASSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT; DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; REPEALING ANY PRIOR ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT WITH THIS ORDINANCE AND REQUIRING DELIVERY OF THIS ORDINANCE TO THE COMPANY AND LEGAL COUNSEL.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE the THIRD AND FINAL READING of Ordinance No. 08-29 approving revisions to the Subdivision Ordinance, Chapter 110; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
b. Consider approval of the third and final reading of Ordinance No. 09-30 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Appendix A Zoning, Section 40-58 Accessory Buildings, 40-58(e) Any metal shipping containers used as an accessory building in a district that is zoned for commercial use not to exceed 24 months, containers allowed within the approved zoning districts shall be located within the rear one-half of the lot or must adhere to the established performance standards for the zoning district.

No changes.
ORDINANCE NO. 09-30

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, APPENDIX A (ZONING), BY AMENDING SECTION 40-58(e); PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR THE READING OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE the THIRD AND FINAL READING of Ordinance No. 09-30 amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Texas City, Appendix A Zoning, Section 40-58 Accessory Buildings; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilkenfeld.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

c. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 09-34 amending the City of Texas City’s 2009-2010 fiscal year budget to provide additional funding for the foundation leveling and asbestos abatement of the City Hall Annex located at 928 5th Avenue North, Texas City Texas.  
ORDINANCE NO. 09-34

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 09-31, ADOPTING THE 2009-2010 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO PROVIDE FUNDING OF $42,350.00 FOR FOUNDATION LEVELING AND APPROXIMATELY $10,000.00 FOR ASBESTOS ABATEMENT OF THE CITY HALL ANNEX; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
Cheryl Hunter reported that this budget amendment is needed to provide additional funding in the amount of $55,000 for the foundation leveling and asbetos abatement of the City Hall Annex located at 928 5th Avenue North.  Funds are available in the General Fund.

Commissioner Johnson made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 09-34 amending the City of Texas City’s 2009-2010 fiscal year budget to provide additional funding for the foundation leveling and asbestos abatement of the City Hall Annex; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilkenfeld.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

d. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 09-35 amending the City of Texas City’s 2009-2010 fiscal year budget to appropriate funds for the acceptance of the Department of Energy Grant. 
ORDINANCE NO. 09-35

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 09-31, ADOPTING THE 2009-2010 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO ACCEPT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY GRANT; DIRECTING THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE OR CAUSE TO BE FILED A COPY OF THE AMENDED BUDGET IN THE OFFICE OF THE GALVESTON COUNTY CLERK AND THE STATE COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

A budget amendment is needed to appropriate funds for the acceptance of the Department of Energy Grant in the amount of $191,600.00, as described above in the consent agenda.

Commissioner Singleton made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 09-35 Ordinance No. 09-35 amending the City of Texas City’s 2009-2010 fiscal year budget to appropriate funds for the acceptance of the Department of Energy Grant; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Elena Bradford, 101 S. Willow Road, Texas City, addressed the Commission concerning the behavior that she had received from police officers on June 18, 2009; the day that her grandbaby drowned.  Her daughter, Eboné Bradford, 1207 10th Avenue North, Texas City, also addressed the Commission.  Ms. Eboné Bradford stated that she came to speak on behalf of her son, he’s not here today my son did drown on June 18th of this year.  She asked that the Commission adopt a policy requiring all police officers be trained and given the proper equipment to perform CPR and also be required to perform cardiopulmonary recitation when paramedics are not on the scene of a life threatening accident.  My son was the fiftieth drowning in June.  Ms. Bradford noted that it is mandatory that police officers are trained in CPR but in the Texas City policy it also states that they are not suppose to do CPR unless they have an apparatus kit.   Texas City does not supply the kits.  If the kits are not supplied, the officers cannot do CPR yet, it is mandatory to have CPR - it just isn’t adding up – something’s not right.   This is just not my son it could be anybody’s child or parent whether it is a drowning or a heart attack they don’t have to help us.  Ms. Bradford said that she had started a petition; there are a lot of people backing it up.  She said that she is looking for answers, if it is just a city policy then she would like to address it here, if it is a state issue then she would want to address it there as well.  This is something that I am very adamant about because out of those 50 drowning on the 18th of June how many of those incidents were officers there first - they outnumber the EMs and the fire men put together. She reiterated that she just wanted to see a policy put in to place that they do not have an option.  She does not want any other person to feel the pain that she has every day and every night.   My baby is not here and to know that the person that I thought was here to serve and protect me had it in his power to help me and he refused to – I just want to know if you could put a policy in place to get something done.  The Mayor said that he would speak with the chief about that; he added that he did not know anything about this issue other than knowing that her son had drown and we are sorry for your loss and we will look into it for you.  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Doug Kneupper reported that the TxDot Willow Street Overpass Project came in at $10.4 million.  The Mayor remarked that was $4 million cheaper than they thought it would be. 

Jay Williams announce that the Music Festival will be held this weekend.  The unveiling of the Charles Brown bust will be held tomorrow at 11:30 a.m.

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Having no further business, Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:53 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Johnson. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.








MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 
ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 10-22-2009
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