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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

*  *  M I N U T E S  *  *

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2009 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, November 4, 2009, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Matthew T. Doyle; Commissioners: Dee Ann Haney, Mike Land, Donald Singleton and Rick Wilkenfeld.  Commissioner Dedrick Johnson and John W. Wilson were not able to attend.
The Mayor called upon Deacon Steve Mistretta, St. Mary of the Miraculous Medal, to offer the Invocation.  The Mayor thanked Deacon Steve Mistretta for his attendance and for offering the invocation. Commissioner Land led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
The Mayor read and presented a PROCLAMATION declaring the month of November as National Hospice Care in Texas City to Debra Perryman.  The proclamation read as follows: 

Proclamation

I, Mayor of the City of Texas City, Texas, do hereby proclaim November, 2009 as

National Hospice Care Month

Whereas, last year, more than 1.2 million Americans living with life-limiting illness, and their families, received care from the more than 4,100 hospice and palliative care programs in communities throughout the United States; and

Whereas, more than 400,000 trained volunteers contribute 18 million hours of service to the Hospice program annually; and

Whereas, providing high-quality Hospice and palliative care reaffirms our belief in the essential dignity of every person, regardless of age, health, or social status, and that every stage of human life deserves to be treated with the utmost respect and care. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor of the City of Texas City am proud to honor the Texas City Hospice Care Team providers during the month of November.  This year’s theme “Preserving a legacy…treasuring memories” reminds us that every person we care for is a unique individual with a lifetime of experiences, relationships and gifts to share.  Hospice and palliative care community honor patients and families and support them during the journey at life’s end.  

In testimony whereof, witness my hand and the Seal of the City of Texas City, this the 4th day of November, 2009.

Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor

City Commission

	Mike Land
	Dee Ann Haney

	Donald B. Singleton
	John “Scooter” Wilson

	Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr.
	Rick Wilkenfeld


Ron Plackemeier, City Attorney, tongue in cheek, read the following proclamation:
PROCLAMATION

“MAROON OUT HOUR”

I, MATTHEW T. DOYLE, Mayor of the City of Texas city hereby proclaim that the next hour shall be “MAROON OUT HOUR” due to Texas A & M’s total annihilation of the Texas Tech Raiders on Saturday, October 24, 2009, known as “Slaughter on the Plains”.  Additionally, I proclaim that all City employees who participate in “MAROON OUT HOURT” are absolved from any disciplinary action associated with this event.

In testimony whereof, witness my hand and the Seal of the City of Texas City this, the 4th day of November, 2009. 

/s/ Matthew T. Doyle


Matthew T. Doyle, Mayor       

The Mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.; the public hearing was officially declared opened.

CONSENT AGENDA:  All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.
Commissioner Wilkenfeld requested that item g., Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-121 approving an exchange of land between the City of Texas City and Sterling Chemicals; authorizing the Mayor or designee to execute any and all documents pertaining the exchange, be pulled for further discussion.  Mayor Doyle requested that item f., Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-122 authorizing the purchase of 525 Visa Gift cards to be given to all City employees as an incentive for continued outstanding customer service and performance, be pulled for further discussion.
a. Consider approval of the Minutes from the October 21, 2009 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-118 authorizing the purchase of two (2) 2009 chassis units to be utilized by the EMS-Fire Department.  
RESOLUTION NO. 09-118

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF TWO AMBULANCE CHASSIS REMOUNTS, THROUGH THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL (H-GAC) COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM, FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 
c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-119 authorizing the purchase and delivery of one (1) CT670 Compost Turner and one (1) 510 Cougar Trommel Screen through the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) Cooperative Purchasing Program. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-119

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) CT670 COMPOST TURNER AND ONE (1) 510 COUGAR TROMMEL SCREEN, THROUGH THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL (H-GAC) COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM, FOR THE SANITATION DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-120 awarding the contract for the Energy Efficient Lighting Upgrade Project for City Hall, Nessler Center Gym, Criminal Justice Center and Charles T. Doyle Convention Center. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-120

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF ENERGY EFFICIENT LIGHTING UPGRADE THROUGH THE BUY BOARD PURCHASING COOPERATIVE, USING FUNDS FROM THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY RECOVERY ACT – ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANTS – FORMULA GRANTS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-123 authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement for the rental of uniforms and miscellaneous work related items. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-123

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH G & K SERVICES, THROUGH THE BUY BOARD, FOR RENTAL OF UNIFORMS AND MISCELLANEOUS WORK RELATED ITEMS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

h. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-124 affirming the City’s support of Valero’s Enterprise Project (Triple Jumbo) Application to the State of Texas. 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-124

A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE CITY’S SUPPORT OF VALERO’S ENTERPRISE PROJECT (TRIPLE JUMBO), APPLICATION TO THE STATE OF TEXAS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE the CONSENT AGENDA items a., b., d., e., and h.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilkenfeld.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

f. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-122 authorizing the purchase of 525 Visa Gift cards to be given to all City employees as an incentive for continued outstanding customer service and performance.
The Mayor commented that during Christmas the City always does this; he said that he just wanted the employees to know that the City is going to do it again.   He thanked the Commissioners in advance for approving this; it is a nice little benefit and the employees are certainly well deserving.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-122

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF 525 VISA GIFT CARDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $50.00 EACH, TO BE GIVEN TO ALL CITY EMPLOYEES (FULL AND PART-TIME), AS AN INCENTIVE FOR CONTINUED OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE AND PERFORMANCE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-122 authorizing the purchase of 525 Visa Gift cards to be given to all City employees as an incentive for continued outstanding customer service and performance; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilkenfeld.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

g. Consider approval of Resolution No. 09-121 approving an exchange of land between the City of Texas City and Sterling Chemicals; authorizing the Mayor or designee to execute any and all documents pertaining to the exchange. 

The city attorney reported that this was a suggested exchange of properties between Sterling Chemicals, Inc. and the City; properties that Sterling Chemical has acquired outside the Industrial Business District for land that the City has acquired within the Industrial Business District.  The lots to be received are similar; however, because they are outside the Industrial Business District they have the potential for housing development or grouped together for better usage. The appraisal indicates that the property currently owned by the City has a greater value than the property proposed by Sterling Chemicals, Inc.  Sterling Chemicals, Inc. has agreed to pay the difference in cash as well as pay all closing costs.  The Texas City Economic Development, also a party to the exchange, approved the transaction earlier today.
RESOLUTION NO. 09-121

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO SIGN DOCUMENTATION NECESSARY TO SWAP LAND WITH STERLING CHEMICALS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

Declaring a conflict of interest, Commissioner Wilkenfeld abstained from voting on the item.
Commissioner Land made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 09-121 approving an exchange of land between the City of Texas City and Sterling Chemicals; authorizing the Mayor or designee to execute any and all documents pertaining to the exchange; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney.  Mayor Doyle, Commissioner Singleton, Commissioner Haney, and Commissioner Land voted AYE. Commissioner Wilkenfeld declared a Conflict of Interest and abstained.  MOTION CARRIED.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS

Referring to agenda item h., which the Commission did approve, the Mayor noted that the City Commission held a work shop prior to the City Commission meeting concerning Valero’s Enterprise Project Triple Jumbo Application to the State.  The Mayor explained that this is an incentive from the State.  There are 105 of these credits inside the State and Texas City is lucky enough to carry six of those credits.  The reason it is called the Triple Jumbo is because three of the credits will be allotted to Valero, which means they will do improvement and safety work at their plant; they plan to move their shop and their warehouse outside the gate, where the old rail yard use to be.  The Mayor remarked that the City is keen on seeing those types of expansions.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Barbara White, resident of Texas City, said that she wanted to remind everyone that this year our Community Thanksgiving Feast will be held Thursday, November 26th at Fatima.  We will deliver dinners from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and we will serve dinner (at Fatima) from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   She remarked that it is a wonderful event and we hope to see you all there. 
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
Commissioner Haney noted that the Community Advisory Council meeting is on November 12th.  Jose Boix, member of the Community Advisory Council, confirmed that the meeting would be held on November 12th.  He added that the Community Advisory Council would like to have the City Commission’s continued support. 
Having no further business, Commissioner Land made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:15 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Haney. All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.








MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 
ATTEST:
__________________________________

Pamela A. Lawrence, City Secretary
pal: 11-05-2009
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