From:  Beth Ryker Steiner, Library Director
Re: Bid #2011-975 Library Materials Annual Contract

Date:  10/19/2010

1. Bids were received from the following three companies:

A. Brodart Co.
B. Ingram Library Services, Inc.

C. Baker & Taylor
       2.  Major areas of difference in bids:


A.  Brodart Co.



1.  Does not supply DVDs, Music CDs or Audio books

2.  Maintains a much smaller inventory of materials; handles considerably fewer materials/publishers than either Ingram or Baker & Taylor



3.  Unable to determine from bid documents if shipping is free



4.  Charges no surcharge for non –discounted books

B.  Ingram Library Services



1.  Maintains the largest inventory and most extensive access to publishers

2.  Offers slightly higher discounts on music CDs, and trade paper and mass market paperbacks

3.  Charges no surcharge for non-discounted books

4.  Currently offers free shipping, but reserves the right to assess a fuel surcharge with notice (p. 11 of bid document)

C. Baker & Taylor

1. Maintains an inventory smaller than Ingram but significantly larger than Brodart

2. Provides higher discounts on Trade editions, Library editions, S & L editions, graphic novels, DVDs and audio books.
3. May charge a surcharge for non-discounted books

4. Offers free shipping
3. Recommendation of bid award - Baker & Taylor

A. Vendor covers all requested formats, thus making ordering of library materials more efficient and more cost effective.


B.  Offers the highest discounts on DVDs and audio books, and higher discounts on trade editions, library editions, S & L editions than Ingram.  The total discount schedule applied to our projected purchasing patterns will result in the lowest prices and most buying power of the two vendors who cover all requested formats.

    C. Inventory size and access to publishers is acceptable.


D.  Free shipping is guaranteed. 
