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REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

M I N U T E S 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2011 – 5:00 P.M.

KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM – CITY HALL

A Regular Called Meeting of the City Commission was held on Wednesday, January 19, 2011, at 5:00 P.M. in the Kenneth T. Nunn Council Room in City Hall, Texas City, Texas, with the following in attendance:  Mayor Pro Tem Mike Land; Commissioners: Donald Singleton, Scooter Wilson, Dee Ann Haney and Rick Wilkenfeld. Mayor Matthew T. Doyle and Commissioner Johnson were unable to attend.
Mayor Pro Tem called upon Pastor Daniel Keur, Trinity Baptist Church, to offer the Invocation. Commissioner Haney led all present in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Service Awards were presented to the following:


Edwin Newton
Fire Department

5 Years


John Stevenson
Fire Department

5 Years


Ray Batts

Sanitation


5 Years


Jennifer Pauley
Water Distribution

5 Years


Linda Turner

Rec. & Tourism

10 Years


Danny Haynes
Police Department

20 Years

Retirement:


Bennie Holbert
Public Works


17 Years 6 Months
REPORTS
Chief of Police Robert J. Burby reviewed a PowerPoint presentation regarding the 2010 Annual Crime Index and Activity Report.  Chief Burby stated that this report is guided by the FBI Uniformed Crime Report who administers period assessments regarding nature and types of crimes in the nation.  The statistics revealed that crime has progressively declined in Texas City and he stated that the report would be posted on the Police Department website.  

Commissioner Haney commented that it was a good report and Mayor Pro Tem Mike Land stated that he was very pleased with the report.  
PUBLIC HEARING
(a) Public Hearing regarding creation of the Tax Reinvestment Zone near the NW intersection of I-45 and Century Blvd. in Texas City.

Nick Finan reported that the hearing was for the creation of a Tax Reinvestment Zone and stated that the criteria was set out on the attachment.  
Mayor Pro Tem Mike Land commented that of the criteria that was set out, this zone fell under item no. 6 which stated: be reasonable likely as a result of the designation to contribute to the retention or expansion of primary employment or to attract major investments in the zone that would be a benefit to the property and that would contribute to the economic development of the municipality.

J. Paul Appling of Del Papa Realty Holdings, LP stated that Del Papa was also a 100 year old company and they were experiencing problems with the after effects of Hurricane Ike and were needing to relocate.  He stated that this location and the tax abatement would afford them the opportunity to employ 150 personnel for this new project.

Commissioner Singleton asked if they would be hiring locally and J. Paul Appling responded that they would indeed be hiring locally and would also contribute back to the community as they have in the past.

Peter Williams of Del Papa Realty Holdings, LP commented that they, too, had a 100 year anniversary this past year in 2010 and he was hoping the zone and tax abatement would work out for a long term partnership with the City.

Commissioner Wilkenfeld made a MOTION to close the public hearing; Commissioner Haney SECONDED the motion.  All presented voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

(b) Public Hearing regarding request by Del Papa Realty Holdings, LP for a tax abatement for a distribution center to be located near the NW intersection of I-45 and Century Blvd in Texas City.
Nick Finan reported that there were no changes in the application regarding the tax abatement and highlighted the site plan and the proposed building.  

Barbara White commented that she hopes Del Papa will hire local construction laborers as well as pay adequate wages.

Commissioner Singleton made a MOTION to close the public hearing; Commissioner Wilkenfeld SECONDED the motion.  All presented voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
CONSENT AGENDA: All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission and will be enacted by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items unless a Commission Member or citizen so requests.  For a citizen to request removal of an item, a speaker card must be filled out and submitted to the City Secretary.
Mayor Pro Tem Land stated that items (c), Resolution No. 11-06 authorizing amendment to water facilities financing agreement with Gulf Coast Water Authority for redemption prior to maturity of certain CGWA water system contract revenue bonds, and (d), Resolution No. 11-007 consenting to the redemption, prior to maturity, of certain Gulf Coast Water Authority water system contract revenue bonds be pulled and tabled.
a.
Consider approval of the Minutes from the January 5, 2011 Regular Called City Commission Meeting.
b.
Consider approval of Resolution No. 11-005 approving purchase and delivery of Allianz Johnston Model VT650 vacuum sweeper through HGAC for Public Works Department in the amount of $214,275.00.

RESOLUTION NO. 11-005

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND DELIVERY OF ONE ALLIANZ JOHNSTON VT650 VACUUM SWEEPER, THROUGH THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL (H-GAC) COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM, FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION. 

Commissioner Wilson made a MOTION to APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA items (a) and (b); the motion was SECONDED by  Commissioner Singleton.   All presented voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.
REGULAR ITEMS

(a) Consider approval of Ordinance No. 11-02 approving creation of a Tax Reinvestment Zone located near the NW intersection of I-45 and Century Blvd. in Texas City.

ORDINANCE NO. 11-02

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING A GEOGRAPHIC AREA OF APPROXIMATELY 26.50 ACRES IN THE W. K. WILSON LEAGUE, ABSTRACT NO. 208, NEAR THE NW INTERSECTION OF I-45 AND CENTURY BOULEVARD, TEXAS CITY, TO BE PURCHASED BY DEL PAPA REALTY HOLDINGS, LP, AS A REINVESTMENT ZONE IN THE CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.
Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 11-02 creating a Tax Reinvestment Zone; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

(b) Consider approval of Resolution No. 11-004 authorizing Mayor to execute a Tax Abatement Agreement between the City of Texas City and Del Papa Realty Holdings, LP for a facility to be located near the NW Intersection of I-45 and Century Blvd.
Commissioner Wilkenfeld made a MOTION to APPROVE Resolution No. 11-004 authorizing Mayor to execute a Tax Abatement Agreement with Del Papa Realty Holdings, LP; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.

RESOLUTION NO. 11-004


A RESOLUTION GRANTING A TAX ABATEMENT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED IN A REINVESTMENT ZONE OF THE CITY, IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROPOSED DEL PAPA DISTRIBUTING COMPANY FACILITY LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT WITH DEL PAPA REALTY HOLDINGS, LP, FOR SAID TAX ABATEMENT; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

(c) Second reading of Ordinance No. 11-01, amending Code of Ordinances, Chapter 78, Section 78-11, Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions, regarding sale of synthetic cannabinoids.

Sergeant Curtis Pope reported that the police department had several meetings during the last two (2) weeks and have made changes in conjunction with State House Bill 49 and House Bill 108 which will address the State law and become effective September 11, 2011.  He reported that they have looked at the penalty groups, specifically Group 2, within the Health and Safety Code and have concluded to go after the distributors.   He further reported that they are working with a private lab for future testing of the synthetic cannabinoids.

 Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to APPROVE Ordinance No. 11-01 approving addition to the City of Texas City Code of Ordinances, Chapter 78, Section 78-11, Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions, adding new section, Possession, Use, and Sale of Salvia Products; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Wilson. All present voted AYE. MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Barbara White mentioned that Casino night was March 26, 2011 at Our Lady of Fatima.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS

None.
COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS
None.

Having no further business, Commissioner Haney made a MOTION to ADJOURN at 5:37 p.m.; the motion was SECONDED by Commissioner Singleton.  All present voted AYE.  MOTION CARRIED.






MATTHEW T. DOYLE, MAYOR 

ATTEST:
_________________________________

Susan Sensat, 
Deputy City Secretary
1-20-2011
