
           
CITY OF TEXAS CITY

REGULAR CALLED CITY COMMISSION MEETING

AMENDED AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023 - 5:00 P.M.
KENNETH T. NUNN COUNCIL ROOM -  CITY HALL

 1801 9th Ave. N.
Texas City, TX  77590

PLEASE NOTE: Public comments and matters from the floor are generally limited to 3 minutes in length.
If you would like to request to speak, please do so in advance of the meeting by filling out a Request To
Address Commission form. All in attendance are required to remove hats and/or sunglasses (dark
glasses) during meetings and to also silence all cell phones and electronic devices.
 

           
(1) ROLL CALL   
 

(2) INVOCATION   
 

(3) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
 

(4) PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS   
 

(a) Service Awards    
Wesley Kurtz Water Distribution 04/29/2013 10 years
Esteban Gonzalez Police 04/03/2008 15 years

 

(5) REPORTS   
 

(a) Neighborhood Improvement Services Report (NIS-FD)
 

(b) Financial Quarterly Report (Finance)   
 

(6) PUBLIC COMMENTS   
 

(7) CONSENT AGENDA   
 

(a) Approve City Commission Minutes for April 5, 2023 meeting. (City Secretary)   
 

(b) Consider and take action on Resolution No. 2023-047, awarding Bid No. 2023-424 and



(b) Consider and take action on Resolution No. 2023-047, awarding Bid No. 2023-424 and
approving the purchase and installation of palm trees at Doyle Convention Center.
(Purchasing)

 

(c) Consider and take action on Resolution No. 2023-048, amending Resolution No.
2023-021 to add language designated by the Office of the Governor to submit an
application for the Rifle Resistant Body Armor Grant Program. (Mayor's Office - Grants
Administration)

 

(d) Consider and take action on Resolution No. 2023-049, rejecting all bids for the
Natatorium Renovations project. (Public Works)

 

(8) REGULAR ITEMS   
 

(a) Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 2023-11, a replat and variance request for
10625 Hillman Drive, Texas City. (Transportation and Planning)

 

(b) Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 2023-12, amending the Code of Ordinances,
Title XV – Land Usage by adding Chapter 161, Fence Regulations. (Fire Department)

 

(c) Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 2023-13, amending the Code of Ordinances,
Title XV: Land Use, Chapter 159 Subdivisions. (Transportation and Planning)

 

(d) Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 2023-14, amend the fiscal year 2022-2023
budget to appropriate funds for the purchase of equipment for the Police Department
from Drug Confiscation Fund. (Finance)

 

(e) Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 2023-15, amending the Code of Ordinances,
City of Texas City, Texas, Title III "Administration", Chapter 32 "Law Enforcement and
Fire Department," by increasing the number of positions within the classification of
Sergeant by two (2); prescribing the number of positions within each classification of the
classified service of the Police Department. (Police Department)

 

(9) COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS   
 

(10) MAYOR'S COMMENTS   
 

(11) ADJOURNMENT   
 

NOTICE OF ANY SUBJECT APPEARING ON THIS AGENDA REGARDLESS OF HOW THE MATTER
IS STATED MAY BE ACTED UPON BY THE CITY COMMISSION.
NOTICE: The City of Texas City will furnish free transportation to handicapped individuals via a 4-door



NOTICE: The City of Texas City will furnish free transportation to handicapped individuals via a 4-door
sedan for anyone wishing to attend the City Commission meetings.  Call 948-3111, City Secretary's
Office before noon on Monday preceding the meeting to make arrangements.

I, THE UNDERSIGNED AUTHORITY, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS NOTICE OF MEETING WAS
POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARDS AT CITY HALL, 1801 9TH AVENUE NORTH, TEXAS CITY,
TEXAS, AT A PLACE CONVENIENT AND READILY ACCESSIBLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND
ON THE CITY'S WEBSITE ON APRIL 14, 2023, PRIOR TO 5:00 P.M. AND REMAINED SO POSTED
CONTINUOUSLY FOR AT LEAST 72 HOURS PRECEDING THE SCHEDULED TIME OF SAID
MEETING.

______________________
RHOMARI LEIGH
CITY SECRETARY
  



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (4) (a)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
April 2023 Service Awards
Submitted For: Jennifer Price, Human Resources 
Submitted By: Susan Sensat, Human Resources
Department: Human Resources

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Service Awards      
Wesley Kurtz Water Distribution 04/29/2013 10 years
Esteban Gonzalez Police 04/03/2008 15 years

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
Service Award(s) for the following individual(s) for the month of April is based on their years of
service with the City.

RECOMMENDATION
Human Resources recommend approval of the April service awards.

Fiscal Impact



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (5) (a)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
Submitted By: Rhomari Leigh, City Secretary
Department: City Secretary

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Neighborhood Improvement Services Report (NIS-FD)

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
RECOMMENDATION

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
Staff Report 





615 Complaints Received in 2022



2021 Holdover Projects to 2022

• 603 Projects were carried forward 
• Pending,
• Accepted, or
• In Progress.



Self Initiated 
Projects 
448 27%

• Self Initiated 
Projects were 
primarily from four 
categories:

• Junk & Debris,
• Junk/Abandoned 

Vehicles,
• Substandard 

Structures, and
• High Grass.



Projects: 1,666 in 2022



260 Workdays in 2022
•1,666 projects in 2022
•Resolved in one of two ways

•Voluntary Compliance, or 
•Forced Compliance

•Voluntary Compliance is always the Goal
•High Grass Vol. Compliance – Approx. 34%
•Paid Invoice – <10%



260 Workdays in 2022
• Completed Projects accounted for 71% of the 1,666

• 1,182 projects = 82% Increase
• 211 were completed in 2021

• 4.5 projects completed per day
• 8% (134) were still in progress at the end of 2022 

compared to 603 at the end of 2021
• The balance were either Pending, Accepted, Declined, or 

Cancelled



260 Workdays in 2022
• Sanitation Dept. completed another 491 Projects.

• Primarily residents leaving junk and trash piles at 
curbside, but

• Includes trash dumped on public roadways.

• Total of 1,673 Projects were completed, or
• 6.4 projects completed per day



















Assistance provided to the Sanitation Department 
(Private Property) 



Task Force 
Operations

• Revived a procedure from 
1990’s

• Specific identified areas 
with numerous violations

• 2 areas were 
completed in 2022

• 1st – 7 Sq. blocks –
28 Violations

• 2nd – 10 Sq. blocks 
– 15 Violations



Operational Projects:

Additionally, 
• Commission approved: 

• An amendment to the 
Emergency Demolition 
Ordinance.

• An amendment to the 
Junk/Abandoned Vehicle 
Ordinance.

• An amendment to the Wrecker 
Services Ordinance.

• Approved a Junk & Debris 
contractor.

• Approved  Residential 
Demolition contractors. 

• Electronically stored & filed 5,090 
Certificates of Occupancy



Operational Projects:

• EDC now has a property 
maintenance contract

• Texas City Trustee (PIT) 
properties were identified and 
categorized for subsequent 
sale.

• Industrial Business District
• Residential Non-IBD 

Properties 



Operational Projects:

• Current Project is identifying 
and categorizing all City 
owned property:

• Developed/Currently in 
Use

• Undeveloped property
• IBD Properties
• Residential and 

Commercial non-IBD 
properties



Newest Program



2023 At a 
Glance

Completed Projects

• High Grass/Weeds – 48
• Junk/Abandoned Vehicles – 21
• Substandard Structures – 21
• Junk & Debris, Private Property – 14
• Miscellaneous Complaints – 0
• Working without a Permit – 0
• Junk & Debris, Public Property – 126

• Total - 230

March 31, 2023



Contributing to Program Success

Mayor City Commission Legal
EDC Community Development Communications
IT Municipal Court of Record Police
Fire Public Works Sanitation
Management Services Buildings/Planning               City Engineer
Utilities Water Dept. Street & Bridge
Purchasing Finance Accounting



Questions?



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (7) (b)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
Bid No. 2023-424 Palm Tree Replacement
Submitted For: Dennis J Harris, Recreation and Tourism 
Submitted By: Kelly Bender, Purchasing 
Department: Purchasing 

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Consider and take action Resolution No. 2023-047, awarding Bid No. 2023-424
approving the purchase and installation of palm trees at Doyle Convention Center to
Verdant Tree Farm and Landscape.  
 

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
On March 9th and 16th, 2023 bids were advertised in the local paper for the purchase
and installation of 12 palm trees. On March 30th, 2023 at 2:00pm bids were open and
read aloud. One bid was received by Verdant Tree Farm and Landscape.
Scope of work includes removal of 16 palm stumps and disposal. Planting of (8) 14ft
clear trunk and (4) 28ft clear trunk, both are certified Phoenix Dactylifera “Medjool”
palms. Warranty will cover 1 year of all replacements, labor, and Equipment cost. 
 

RECOMMENDATION
It is the recommendation of the Recreation & Tourism Department to approve the
purchase and installation of palm trees at Doyle Convention Center from Verdant Tree
Farm and Landscape in the amount of $92,650.00. Funds are budgeted in the FY
2022-23 Hotel/Motel Budget. 
 

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
Verdant Bid Packet 
Resolution 





















RESOLUTION NO. 2023-047

A RESOLUTION APPROVING BID NUMBER 2023-424 AND
APPROVING THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF PALM TREES 
AT DOYLE CONVENTION CENTER; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS 
RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS 
PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

WHEREAS, the “Notice to Bidders” was published on March 9, 2023, and March 16, 
2023 for Bid No. 2023-424 approving the purchase and installation of palm trees at Doyle 
Convention Center; and

WHEREAS, bids were opened March 30, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. The low responsible bid 
meeting all the specifications was received from Verdant Tree Farm and Landscape for the total 
bid amount of $92,650.00; and

WHEREAS, the Recreation and Tourism Department recommends that 2023-424
approving the purchase and installation of palm trees at Doyle Convention Center to Verdant 
Tree Farm and Landscape.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That the City Commission of the City of Texas City, Texas, hereby Bid 
No. 2023-424 approving the purchase and installation of palm trees at Doyle Convention Center
to Verdant Tree Farm and Landscape.

SECTION 2: That the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Verdant 
Tree Farm and Landscape for the respective unit prices bid in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and 
made a part hereof for all intents and purposes and to approve change orders not to exceed 25.0% 
of the total contract without taking the matter before the City Commission.

SECTION 3: That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage and adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April 2023.

____________________________
Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr., Mayor
City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

________________________ _________________________
Rhomari D. Leigh Kyle L. Dickson
City Secretary City Attorney



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (7) (c)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
Submitted For: Titilayo Smith, Community Development/ Grant Admin 
Submitted By: Rhomari Leigh, City Secretary
Department: Mayor's Office

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Consider and take action on Resolution No. 2023-048, amending Resolution No. 2023-021 to
add language designated by the Office of the Governor to submit an application for the Rifle
Resistant Body Armor Grant Program. (Mayor's Office - Grants Administration)

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
Resolution: Applications from nonprofit corporations, local units of government, and other
political subdivisions must submit a resolution electronically using the 'Upload' function in the
eGrants system. The resolution must contain the following:
  

Authorization by your governing body for the submission of the application to OOG that
clearly identifies the name of the project for which funding is requested;

1.

A commitment to provide all applicable matching funds;2.
A designation of the name and/or title of an authorized official who is given the authority
to apply for, accept, reject, alter, or terminate a grant (Note: If a name is provided, you
must update OOG should the official change during the grant period.); and

3.

A written assurance that, in the event of loss or misuse of grant funds, the governing
body will return all funds to OOG.

4.

 
***Current resolution does not clearly identify the name of the project (by the Project title or
egrants #) for which funding is requested; or written assurances that, in the event of loss or
misuse of grant funds, the governing body will return all funds to the OOG.
 

RECOMMENDATION

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
Resolution 



RESOLUTION NO. 2023-048

A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2023-021 APPROVING 
THE SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO TEXAS OFFICE OF 
THE GOVERNOR, PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICE FOR THE “RIFLE-RESISTANT 
BODY ARMOR ACQUISITION,” GRANT/APP 4735101 - FY 2024 ON 
BEHALF OF THE TEXAS CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND PROVIDING 
THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND 
AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

WHEREAS, the Texas Office of the Governor, Public Safety Office has funding under the “Rifle-
Resistant Body Armor Acquisition,” Grant/App 4735101; and

WHEREAS, TCPD will use funds, if awarded, to provide rifle resistant body armor shields and 
vests to our officers; and

WHEREAS, the City of Texas City, Texas, agrees that in the event of loss or misuse of the Office 
of the Governor funds, the City of Texas City assures that the funds be returned to the Office of the 
Governor in full; and

WHEREAS, the City of Texas City, Texas, designates Titilayo Smith, Grant Administrator, as the 
grantee’s authorized official. The authorized official is given the power to apply for, accept, reject, alter,
or terminate the grant on behalf of the applicant agency.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That the City Commission of the City of Texas City, Texas, hereby approves the 
submission of a grant application to Texas Office of the Governor, Public Safety Office for funding 
under the “Rifle-Resistant Body Armor Acquisition,” Grant/App 4735101- FY 2024 on behalf of the 
Texas City Police Department and names Titilayo Smith, Grants Administrator, as the authorized official 
of the grantee.

SECTION 2: That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 
adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April 2023.

_____________________________
Dedrick D. Johnson, Mayor
City of Texas City, Texas





ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_____________________________    
Rhomari D. Leigh Kyle L. Dickson
City Secretary City Attorney



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (7) (d)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
Submitted By: Rhomari Leigh, City Secretary
Department: City Secretary

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Consider and take action on Resolution No. 2023-049, rejecting all bids for the Natatorium
Renovations project. (Public Works)

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
On March 23 we received proposals for the Natatorium Renovations project. Please see
attached bid tab.

After a review of the bids, it was discovered that the City's Purchasing Policy had not been
strictly adhered to. That being the case, I must recommend that these proposals be rejected. 

RECOMMENDATION

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
attachment 
Resolution 







RESOLUTION NO. 2023-049

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REJECTION OF ALL BIDS 
SUMITTED FOR BID NO. 2023-XX NATATORIUM RENOVATIONS 
PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE OPTION TO REBID AT A LATER 
DATE; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL BECOME 
EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

WHEREAS, bid packets were made available to local area vendors on date; and

WHEREAS, bid packets were opened on date and time; and

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Texas City Public Works Department that all bids 
summited for Bid No. 2023-XX Natatorium Renovations project be rejected and rebid at a later date with 
revised bid documents.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY
OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That the City Commission of the City of Texas City, Texas, hereby rejects all bids 
submitted for Bid No. 2023-XX Natatorium Renovations project be rejected and rebid at a later date with 
revised bid documents.

SECTION 2: That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 
adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 18th day of April 2023.

_______________________________
Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr., Mayor
City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

__________________________ ______________________________
Rhomari D. Leigh Kyle L. Dickson
City Secretary City Attorney



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (8) (a)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
Consider and take action regarding a replat and variance request for 10625 Hillman Drive, Texas
City.
Submitted For: Kim Golden, Transportation and Planning 
Submitted By: Veronica Carreon, Transportation and Planning
Department: Transportation and Planning

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Consider and take action regarding denial of a variance request for 10625 Hillman Drive,
Texas City.

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
The Applicant seeks to subdivide an existing undersized lot (0.952 acre) into smaller lots (0.482 acre
and 0.470 acre) for the purpose of selling the open space to a third party who owns adjacent property
(5606 David Street) which is also undersized (0.414). The sale transaction will not result in either
property being compliant with the requirements of the applicable Texas City ordinances.  
Applicant states the buyer of the property is acquiring the property as an extension to the existing
backyard space.  The area of the proposed sale is landlocked and would be consolidated with the
buyer’s existing property resulting in a new lot size of 0.882 acres. Applicant’s property would be
reduced from 0.952 to a remainder of 0.482. Both properties have existing septic systems and the
footprint of the existing structures will not change.  
Applicant states the existing residential structure at 10625 Hillman is vacant and needs extensive
repairs. Applicant has no immediate plans to repair the structure.  
All septic permits pre-date current requirements and will not support any expansion or addition to the
existing structures. This limitation impacts the property valuation and re-sale potential of the home on
an as-is basis.  
The property is located within an AE flood zone which will also tend to suppress any increase in
property value.    

The Planning Board considered the matter at its regular meeting on March 20, 2023.  The applicant
was present and affirmed the facts regarding the variance.  The Planning Board recommended by split
vote (3-1-1)  APPROVAL of the variance upon finding property owners should be able to use their
property however they want if it is not detrimental to nearby properties.  Approval of the variance upon
such basis would not satisfy the requirements of the ordinance which states:  “no variance shall be
granted unless the Commission finds: 

There are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land involved such that the
strict application of the provisions of this chapter would deprive the applicant of the
reasonable use of his or her land;

1.

The variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property
right of the applicant;

2.

The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, or
injurious to other property in the area; and

3.

The granting of the variance will not have the effect of preventing the orderly subdivision of
other land in the area in accordance with the provisions of this chapter."

4.



Staff recommends denial of the variance upon the following recommended findings: (i)
there are no special geographic conditions affecting the land involved; (ii) 
the variance will not preserve the enjoyment of a substantial property right
because although the property can continue to be used as it exists, the
existing septic systems will not allow expansion or upgrade of the existing
residences; (iii) the variance would be detrimental to the public health by not
decreasing the housing density in an area which does not have off site
sewer services; and (iv) the replatting into smaller lots would increase the
complexity of future lot consolidation required for the eventual replacement
and upgrade of the existing septic systems.       

RECOMMENDATION
Recommendation from Staff:  Staff  recommends DENYING the variance because the findings necessary to
support a variance cannot be made for the following reasons:

(i) there are no special geographic conditions affecting the land involved,
(ii) the variance will not preserve the enjoyment of a substantial property right because although the property can continue to
be used as it exists, the existing septic systems will not allow expansion or upgrade of the existing residences,
(iii) the variance would be detrimental to the public health by no decreasing the housing density in an area which does not
have off site sewer services, and
(iv) the replatting into smaller lots would increase the complexity of future lot consolidation required for the eventual
replacement and upgrade of the existing septic systems.    

Recommendation from Planning Board (3-1-1): To APPROVE the variance to replat the properties between the two owners,
realizing it does not affect any of the perimeter properties, and it does not overall change the fact that both owners are
underneath the 2 acre minimum limit. 

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
Staff Memo for 10625 Hillman Dr 
10625 Hillman Dr - Surveys 
10625 Hillman Dr - Application & Narrative 
10625 Hillman Dr - Aerial View 
Minutes 
Ordinance 









































ORDINANCE NO. 2023-11

AN ORDINANCE DENYING A REQUEST FOR VARIANCE FROM THE 
SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE SECTION 159.050 AND PROHIBITING THE 
REPLATTING OF PROPERTY WITHOUT ACCESS TO MUNICIPAL SEWER 
INTO LOTS OF LESS THAN TWO (2) ACRES AND FURTHER PROVIDING 
THEREWITH; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR 
READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE 
FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

WHEREAS, Subdivision Ordinance Section 159.050 requires a property which does not have 
access to off-site sanitary sewer service to have a minimum lot size of two (2) acres at least 200 ft wide; 
and 

WHEREAS, the property located at 10625 Hillman Dr. is 0.952 acres with an existing vacant 
residential structure and no access to off-site sanitary sewer service; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Subdivision Ordinance, the Planning Board considered a 
request for variance at a meeting on March 20, 2023, and recommended approval of the variance (3-1-1) 
upon finding property owners should be able to use their property however they want if it is not detrimental 
to nearby properties; and 

WHEREAS, such action by the Planning Board did not satisfy the requirement to make finding 
necessary to support approval as required in the ordinance. 

WHEREAS, staff recommend denial of the variance based upon the following recommended 
findings: (i) there are no special geographic conditions affecting the land involved; (ii) the variance will not 
preserve the enjoyment of a substantial property right because although the property can continue to be 
used as it exists, the existing septic systems will not allow expansion or upgrade of the existing residences; 
(iii) the variance would be detrimental to the public health by not decreasing the housing density in an area 
which does not have off site sewer services; and (iv) the replating into smaller lots would increase the 
complexity of future lot consolidation required for the eventual replacement and upgrade of the existing 
septic systems.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY
OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That the City Commission of the City of Texas City, Texas, adopts the 
recommended findings of staff and the recommendation to deny the variance request because the site is 
less than 2 acres and does not have access to off-site sanitary sewer service. 

SECTION 2: That this Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon the passage, approval and 
publication as required by law. 





SECTION 3: That the Charter requirement for reading this Ordinance on three (3) separate days
has been dispensed by a majority vote of the City Commission. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April 2023.

Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr., Mayor
City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_______________________________
Rhomari D. Leigh Kyle L. Dickson
City Secretary City Attorney



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (8) (b)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
Fence Regulations Ordinance
Submitted For: David Zacherl, Fire Department 
Submitted By: David Zacherl, Fire Department
Department: Fire Department

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 2023-12, amending the Code of Ordinances, Title
XV – Land Usage by adding Chapter 161, Fence Regulations.   
 

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
Fence construction is currently unregulated in the Code of Ordinances. There exists a need to
address and establish minimum standards for the construction and maintenance of fencing
within the City. Improperly constructed and maintained fencing creates the potential for
significant windstorm debris hazards and presents an undue risk to health, safety and welfare
of the public.  

It also establishes setbacks distances to ensure visual clearance at intersections and height
restrictions for both front and backyards.

There is no fiscal impact to this Ordinance. 

The proposed ordinance does prohibit certain type materials for fence construction such as
rope, string, tarps, wire fabric, netting, corrugated/sheet metal and plywood.

The proposed ordinance does not negatively affect fencing requirements established within
the Zoning Ordinance or deed restrictions in certain residential developments.
 

RECOMMENDATION
The Director of Engineering & Planning, Fire Chief and Fire Marshal recommend adoption of
the ordinance. 
 

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
Exhibit A Photos 
Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-12

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, OF THE 
CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, TITLE XV - LAND USAGE, BY ADDING 
CHAPTER 161: “FENCE ORDINANCE”; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER 
REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) 
SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL 
BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND 
ADOPTION

WHEREAS, there is a need to amend The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, 
Texas, Title XV - Land Usage, by adding Chapter 161, Fence Regulations, and

WHEREAS, there is a need to address the minimum standards for the erection of fencing 
within the City, and

WHEREAS, there is a need to clarify the additional authority regarding the erection and 
maintenance fencing, and

WHEREAS, upon recommendation of the Director of Engineering & Planning, Fire Chief 
and Fire Marshal and full review and consideration of all matters related and attendant thereto, the 
City Commission determines that amending Title XV - Land Usage, by adding Chapter 161, 
Fencing Regulations will promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the City and the safe, 
orderly, and healthful development of the City;

WHEREAS, the City Commission determines that amending Title XV – Land Usage, 
Chapter 161, Fencing Regulations will promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of 
the City and the safe, orderly, and healthful development of the City;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: The above and foregoing recitals are hereby found to be true and correct 
and are incorporated herein as findings of fact, and 

SECTION 2: The City Commission hereby further finds and determines that the rules, 
regulations, terms, conditions, provisions, and requirements of this ordinance are reasonable and 
necessary to promote health, safety, morals, or general welfare and the safe, orderly, and healthful 
development of the municipality, and 

SECTION 3: The City of Texas City’s Code of Ordinances, Title XV – Land Usage, is 
hereby amended to add the following:

CHAPTER 161: FENCE ORDINANCE
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Sec. 161.001 Title and Purpose. 

(A)The chapter shall be known and may be cited and referred to as the “Fence Ordinance” 
(B) The Fence Ordinance is adopted for the following purposes:

(1) To promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the city.
(2) To ensure the safe, orderly, and efficient development and expansion of the city. 
(3) To promote a desirable visual environment.

General Provisions

Sec. 161.002 Definitions.

For the purpose of this Chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivation shall 
have the meaning given below:

Build Line – The location allowed for the installation of a fence.  The property line is the build 
line for the rear and side yards.  The front build line shall not be any closer to the front property 
line than the front of the primary structure or the front setback, whichever is further away from 
the front property line.  The term “setback” is defined is the Zoning Ordinance.  

Corner lot - A lot situated at the junction of two (2) or more private or dedicated public streets.

Exempt Repair – An exempt repair is maintenance to an existing fence where replacement of 
materials does not exceed the greater of twenty-four (24) linear feet or ten (10) percent of the 
length of the fence and does not change the scope, material, location or dimensions of the fence. 
Exempt Repair may be or include the painting or staining of an existing fence without limitat io n 
to length.  Exempt repairs shall be made using the same material, or material with comparable 
composition, color, size, shape and quality of the original fence to which the repair is being 
made. Exempt repairs can be made only to fences which otherwise comply with the requirements 
of this Chapter regarding location, dimension, materials, condition and with any other applicab le 
provision of the Zoning Ordinance at the time of repair.    

Fence – Any barrier, wall or structure more than eighteen inches (18") in height constructed for 
the purpose of enclosing, screening, restricting access to or providing decoration to any lot, 
building or structure. Except where otherwise required in this Chapter or elsewhere in the Texas 
City Code of Ordinances, regulations governing the height, location and opacity of fences also 
apply to walls, hedges or landscaping used in lieu of a fence or in combination with a fence.  The 
term “fence” includes each and every part of a fence, including the base, footings, supporting 
columns, post, braces, gates, structural members, locks, closures or any other of its components 
or appendages.

Front yard – An open space, unoccupied (except as provided in the Zoning Ordinance) across 
the full width of the lot extending from the front line of the building to the front street line of the 
lot.  
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Non-Opaque Fence – Non-sight obscuring fence that can be seen through by persons outside its 
confines and which does not act as a privacy screen. A fence with gaps between vertical members 
of two and a quarter inch (2 ¼) or more (measured facing the fence or viewed at an angle from 
the side) shall be considered a non-sight obscuring fence.  Opaque sections shall not exceed two 
and a quarter inch at any point. 

Property Line – The boundary line between two pieces of property or between a piece of 
property and the public right of way.  

Rear yard – An open space, unoccupied (except as provided in the Zoning Ordinance) between 
the rear lot line and the rear line of the principal building and the side lot lines. 

Retaining Wall – A wall designed and or constructed to resist the lateral pressure of soil in an 
area where there is a desired change in ground elevation.

Reverse frontage corner lot – A corner lot where the rear lot line is adjacent to a side lot line 
of an adjoining lot or across an alley from such side lot line.

Side yard – An open unoccupied space on the same lot with a building, situated between the 
building and the side line of the lot, and extending through from the street or from the front yard 
to the rear line of the lot. Any lot line not a rear line or a front line shall be deemed a side line. 

Survey – A real property survey is a report that indicates the location of improvements, 
easements and rights of way relative to the boundaries of the property.  It is prepared and stamped 
by the duly licensed Texas surveyor, signed and seal dated.  

View Triangle – A “view triangle” constitutes an area of unobstructed sight distance for the 
traveling public at the intersection of two streets, which area can be determined by the 
maintained distance of not less than thirty- five (35) feet in either direction of the corner property 
line. 
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Sec. 161.002 Fence and Retaining Wall Permits.

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person within the City, without first obtaining a permit, to erect, 
construct, reconstruct, or have constructed or reconstructed, alter, repair or to allow the erection, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, or repair of any type of barrier, fence, wall or structure, 
or any part thereof, or any type of retaining wall. No permit is required for an Exempt Repair as 
that term is defined under this Chapter.

(B) Permits are required for the following:
(1) New installation 
(2) Addition to an existing installation
(3) Relocation in whole or part of an existing installation 
(4) Changes in materials
(5) Changes in height
(6) Repairs which are not exempt

Sec. 161.003 Application. Application shall be made upon forms and according to procedures 
issued by the Building Official.  Applications must show authorization by current property 
owner. Proof of ownership and proof of identification shall be required for each applicatio n.  
Contractors engaged to perform the work shall be registered with the City of Texas City.  A 
permit fee shall be collected with the application as provided by the Building Inspections Fee 
Schedule. 

Sec. 161.004 Fence Requirements

(A) Rear yard requirements. It shall be unlawful to erect a fence at a height exceeding eight 
(8) feet in any rear yard.  Fences shall be erected along the rear build line with no part of the 
fence extending outside of the property line as shown by survey.  

(B) Side yard requirements. It shall be unlawful to erect a fence at a height exceeding eight 
(8) feet in any side yard.  Fences shall be erected along the side build line with no part of the 
fence extending outside of the property line as shown by survey.  

(C) Front yard requirements.   It shall be unlawful to construct an opaque fence that extends 
more than thirty (30) inches in height from grade beyond the front property line.  It shall be 
unlawful to erect a non-opaque fence to a height greater than (30) inches above the finished lot 
grade.  Front yard fences of non-opaque construction with greater than two and quarter inch (2¼) 
openings are allowed to be a maximum height of forty eight (48) inches above finished grade, 
not to extend beyond the front property line.  It shall be unlawful to erect a fence that exceeds 
the maximum allowable build line height as if a string was pulled from the maximum build line 
height to the maximum front property line height.  It shall be unlawful to construct a fence that 
is within sixty-six (66) inches of the edge of the street or curb. 
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(D) Fence Materials:
(1)Front yard fence material shall be chain link mesh of galvanized, black vinyl or dark 
green vinyl coating or other material as approved by the Building Official.  

(2) Decorative fence material (e.g., wrought iron, wood, masonry, etc.) shall be 
approved by the Building Official.  
(3) Chain link fences in a residential zoned district shall have (for, among other 
reasons, safety concerns) the finished edge of the material on the top of the fence.

(E) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, maintain or allow a fence that:

(1) Is constructed of damaged, deteriorated or unsafe materials.
(2) Is construct of unapproved materials. 
(3) Is constructed with used or recycled materials. 
(4) Is constructed of fiberglass panels; or any other materials that are not 

manufactured specifically as fencing materials unless intended for agricultura l 
usage or for restraining livestock.

(4) Is constructed with Barbed wire except when used only to restrain livestock or as 
part of a fence on commercial or industrial property where the lowest strand of 
barbed wire is not less than six and one-half (6½) feet above ground level.

(5) Is constructed with rope; string, tarps; except as otherwise provided in this 
Section, wire products, including but not limited to, chicken wire, hog wire, wire 
fabric and similar welded or woven wire fabrics; live bamboo; netting; cut or 
broken glass; paper; corrugated metal panels; galvanized sheet metal or plywood.

(6) does not afford proper view triangle requirements for visual clearance for traffic 
approaching an intersection in either direction as defined in Section 160.086(G). 
Proper view triangle visual clearance shall be maintained for a distance of not less 
than thirty- five (35) feet in either direction of the corner property line.  

(F) It shall be unlawful to construct a temporary fence except where required by code for 
construction, excavation or life safety issues, provided however that temporary fences made of 
wire and not in excess of three feet in height are permitted for residential gardens.
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(G). It shall be unlawful to construct a fence on a vacant lot or on multiple adjacent individua l 
vacant lots.  For purposes of this provision, vacant shall mean the property does not have an 
active principal use compliant with the Zoning Ordinance.

(H) Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Fence - A person constructing or maintaining a fence or 
wall enclosure around a swimming pool, spa or hot tub shall comply with the minimum 
requirements of the City's building codes, as it exists or may be amended, and other applicab le 
laws.

(I) Fences that face the public right of way or open space must be smooth side out. Rails must 
be facing in towards the yard.

(J) Fences must be located eighteen (18) inches from the public sidewalk if the sidewalk is four 
(4) feet wide or less. If the sidewalk is over four (4) feet wide the fence may be located up to the 
sidewalk. 

Sec. 161.005 Retaining Walls

The City of Texas City requires a permit for any retaining wall, regardless of height. Retaining 
walls more than two feet in height require engineered plans.

Sec. 161.006 Deed Restrictions

Deed restrictions and regulations by homeowner associations or property owner associations or 
other site specific regulations imposed by agreements which attach to the property and may be 
enforceable by private action may be more restrictive than this Chapter, but shall not be effect ive 
to reduce the requirements or limitations of this Chapter.    

Sec. 161.007 Maintenance Required

(A) Any person, group of persons, firm or corporation owning or having control of any fence 
within the City shall be responsible to maintain the fence in a safe and presentable condition and 
in compliance with the requirements of this Article. This shall include, but not be limited to, 
replacement of broken or defective boards, posts, wire or other fence parts that may cause the 
fence to be unsafe or unsightly, and the correction of any visible and/or unsafe lean or conditio n 
in the fence. Failure to properly maintain such fence as required under this section shall be 
considered a violation of this Article.  

(B) All fences, including without limitation, fences existing on the effective date of this 
Ordinance, are subject to inspection and may be tagged as safety hazards or public nuisance if 
not adequately maintained.

Sec. 161.008 Abatement and Removal of Unsafe Fences and Other Violations

Violations of this Chapter/Subchapter may be deemed a Nuisance in accordance with Texas City 
Code of Ordinances Section 94.001 and the Texas Health and Safety Code Section 341.011 and, 
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thereafter, a Notice for Removal issued in accordance with Section 94.

Sec 161.009 Applicability to existing Fences. 

To avoid undue hardship and provide for the application of the requirements of this Chapter to 
existing fences, the City Commission adopts the following special procedure for fences existing 
as of the effective date of this Chapter:

(A) City officials shall promote public awareness and provide intense and/or targeted public 
education about the requirements of this ordinance for a period of six (6) months from the date of 
adoption of the Fence Regulation Ordinance.  

(B) City officials shall conduct courtesy inspections of existing fence installations upon request or 
at the discretion of the official based upon the condition of the existing fence installation.  Warning 
citations shall be issued for a period of six (6) months from the date of adoption of the Fence 
Regulation Ordinance.  Except as provided hereinbelow, such warning citations shall not be 
enforceable as a violation unless and until the expiration of six (6) months from the date of 
adoption of the Fence Regulation Ordinance AND the condition remains unresolved or the 
property owner fails to make reasonable effort to comply with the requirements of the citation for 
a period of thirty (30) days. 

(C) Warning citations may be made enforceable for cause within the six (6) months from the date 
of adoption of the Ordinance or at any time thereafter for any condition which may be deemed a 
Nuisance in accordance with Texas City Code of Ordinances Section 94.001 and the Texas 
Health and Safety Code Section 341.01, upon the joint recommendation of the Director of 
Community Development, Fire Marshal and Chief Building Official and approval by the Mayor.  

(D) From and after the six (6) month anniversary of the date of adoption of the Fence Ordinance, 
all citations shall be enforceable if the cited condition remains unresolved or the property owner 
fails to make reasonable effort in good faith to comply for a period of ten (10) days.  

Sec. 161.010 Conflicting Regulations

Whenever the requirements of this Chapter/Subchapter conflict with those contained in another 
ordinance, the most stringent or restrictive provision shall govern, except that any specific 
requirements expressed in Chapter 159 Subdivision Regulations or Chapter 160 Zoning shall 
prevail. This exception shall be interpreted and applied liberally to effectuate the purposes of 
the subdivision and zoning regulations.  

Sec. 161.999 Penalty for Violations

(1) Any person or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this article or fail to 
comply therewith or with any of the requirements thereof shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
each owner or owners of any building or premises or part hereof, where anything in violation of 
this article shall be placed or shall exist, and any architect, builder, contractor, agent, person or 
corporation employed in connection therewith and who knowingly assists in the commission of 



Page 8 of 9

any such violation shall be guilty of a separate offense and upon conviction shall be fined as 
herein provided. The City likewise shall have the power to enforce the provisions of this article 
through civil action as provided by state law.

(2) Any person or corporation violating or failing to comply with any provisions of this Chapter 
shall be fined, upon conviction, not less than $10, nor more than $2,000, and each day any violatio n 
or non-compliance continues, shall constitute a separate offense.  

Section 4. This ordinance shall be cumulative of all provisions of the City of Texas 
City, Texas, except where the provisions of this Ordinance are in direct conflict with the provisions 
of such Ordinances, in which event the more restrictive provision shall apply.

Section 5. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Commission of the City 
of Texas City, Texas, that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this 
Ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance 
should be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by 
the City Commission without incorporation in this Ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase, 
clause, sentence, paragraph or section.

Section 6. All rights and privileges of the City of Texas City, Texas, are expressly 
saved as to any and all violations of the provisions of any Ordinances affecting land use or 
development, which have accrued at the time of the effective date of this Ordinance; and, as to 
such accrued violations and all pending litigation, both civil and criminal, whether pending in court 
or not, under such Ordinances, same shall not be affected by this Ordinance but may be prosecuted 
until final disposition by the courts.

Section 7. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon the passage, approval 
and publication as required by law.

Section 8. That the Charter requirement for reading this Ordinance on three (3) 
separate days has been dispensed by a majority vote of the City Commission.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April 2023.

_________________________ 
Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr., Mayor 
City of Texas City, Texas
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ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________ _________________________
Rhomari D. Leigh   Kyle L. Dickson 
City Secretary City Attorney



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (8) (c)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
amending the Code of Ordinances, Title XV: Land Use, Chapter 159 Subdivisions
Submitted For: Kim Golden, Transportation and Planning 
Submitted By: Veronica Carreon, Transportation and Planning
Department: Transportation and Planning

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 2023-13, amending the Code of Ordinances, Title XV: Land Use,
Chapter 159 Subdivisions

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
The plans, studies and analyses which may be required by the City Engineer in conjunction with the applications
for preliminary plats and final plats needs to be updated to include additional submittals which experience
shows may be necessary to adequately provide for the safe, efficient, and orderly development of the City, and
protect and preserve the public health, safety and welfare of the applicant and any property impacted by the
applications. The updates to the ordinance will align it with the standard historic practices of the Engineering &
Planning Department and the Planning Board. The standard historic practices have shown to be reasonable and
based upon industry standards typical for the subdividing and development of property.  
The updates will also be helpful in moving the submittal and review processes forward more efficiently
and effectively. 

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommend approval of the ordinance amending the Texas City Code of Ordinances, Title XV:
Land Use, Chapter 159 Subdivisions.

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
Ordinance 



ORDINANCE NO. 2023-13

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, OF THE 
CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS, TITLE XV – LAND USE, CHAPTER 159, 
“SUBDIVISIONS”, REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
WITH THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
DISPENSING WITH THE CHARTER REQUIREMENT FOR READING 
THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND 
AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

WHEREAS, there is a need to amend The Code of Ordinances of the City of Texas City, 
Texas, Title XV – LAND USE, Chapter 159 – Subdivisions to update information contained in 
the Code, and

WHEREAS, there is a need to clarify and update the plans, studies and analyses which 
may be required in conjunction with the applications for Preliminary Plats and Final Plats, and

WHEREAS, the clarification and update will be helpful in moving the submittal and 
review processes forward more efficiently and effectively, and 

WHEREAS, the clarification and update is based upon the standard historic practice of 
the city administration and has shown to be reasonable and based upon industry standards typical 
for the subdividing and development of land, and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission determines that amending the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Texas City, Texas, Title XV – Land Use, Chapter 159 – Subdivisions, will promote the 
health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the City and the safe, orderly, and healthful 
development of the City;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

Section 1. The above and foregoing recitals are hereby found to be true and correct and are 
incorporated herein as findings of fact. The City Commission hereby further finds and determines 
that the rules, regulations, terms, conditions, provisions, and requirements of this ordinance are 
reasonable and necessary to promote health, safety, morals, or general welfare and the safe, 
orderly, and healthful development of the municipality. 

Section 2. The City of Texas City’s Code of Ordinances, Section 159.023 (entitled 
“Preliminary Plat”) is hereby amended by adding the following:

§ 159.023 (D):

(4) engineered one-line drawings depicting the general layout, configuration and tie-ins for 
water, sewer, storm sewer and drainage.



(5) property survey including topographic and/or boundary satisfactory to the City Engineer. 

(6) Evidence of submittal for review to all agencies with approval authorities such as county 
drainage districts, state agencies such as TxDOT or TCEQ, and federal agencies such as U.S.Army 
Corps of Engineers.  This provision shall be liberally construed to afford the City Engineer full 
ability to confirm interagency notice and coordination.  

(7) Example renderings of the typical building(s) proposed for construction in the subdivision. 

(8) Renderings of amenities planned or to be constructed for the subdivision

(9) Any other renderings or examples of architectural standards and/or features such as fences, 
screening walls or monument signs planned or to be constructed as may be requested by the 
City Engineer or Planning Board. 

(10) draft deed restrictions and articles of any proposed homeowners association, where 
applicable. 

(11) When preliminary plats are presented by sections, evidence may be required that all 
previously planned and/or constructed sections have received final plat approvals. 

Section 3. The City of Texas City’s Code of Ordinances, Section 159.024 (entitled “Final 
Plat”) is hereby amended by adding the following:

§ 159.024 (D):

(4) approved engineering construction drawings for water, sewer, storm sewer and drainage 
system improvements or changes including any offsite additions, changes or improvements 
necessary to provide service. 

(5) property survey including topographic and/or boundary satisfactory to the City Engineer. 

(6) a milestone schedule showing the planning, design, construction and in service goals for each 
amenity or feature planned or to be constructed for the subdivision. 

(7) Renderings of the typical building(s) proposed for construction in the subdivision. 

(8) Renderings of amenities to be constructed in or for the subdivision

(9) Any other renderings or examples of architectural standards and/or features planned or to 
be constructed as may be requested by the City Engineer or Planning Board. 



(10) Final deed restrictions and articles of any proposed homeowners association, where 
applicable. 

Section 3. This ordinance shall be cumulative of all provisions of the City of Texas City, 
Texas, except where the provisions of this Ordinance are in direct conflict with the provisions of 
such Ordinances, in which event the more restrictive provision shall apply.

Section 4. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Commission of the City of 
Texas City, Texas, that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this Ordinance 
are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance should 
be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdictio n, 
such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 
paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the City 
Commission without incorporation in this Ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, 
sentence, paragraph or section.

Section 5. All rights and privileges of the City of Texas City, Texas, are expressly saved 
as to any and all violations of the provisions of any Ordinances affecting land use or development, 
which have accrued at the time of the effective date of this Ordinance; and, as to such accrued 
violations and all pending litigation, both civil and criminal, whether pending in court or not, under 
such Ordinances, same shall not be affected by this Ordinance but may be prosecuted until final 
disposition by the courts.

Section 6. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon the passage, approval and 
publication as required by law.

Section 7. That the Charter requirement for reading this Ordinance on three (3) separate 
days has been dispensed by a majority vote of the City Commission.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April 2023.

_________________________ 
Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr., Mayor 
City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________ _________________________
Rhomari D. Leigh   Kyle L. Dickson 
City Secretary City Attorney



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (8) (d)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
Amend the fiscal year 2022/2023 budget
Submitted For: Laura Boyd, Finance 
Submitted By: Laura Boyd, Finance
Department: Finance

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Consider approval of a request to amend the fiscal year 2022-2023 budget to appropriate
funds for purchase of equipment for police department from Drug Confiscation Fund.

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
A budget amendment is required for the purchase of the following equipment:
  Live fingerprint scanning machine (scanner, portable scanner, and printer)  $27,922.00
  Two portable Flock cameras    $6,000.00
  Armorerlink System used fo manage and track police department firearms and ammunition 
 $8,173.44

Grand total of $42,095.44 will be funded from the Drug Confiscation Fund unassigned fund
balance.

See the attached information on each item.

 

RECOMMENDATION
Budget Amendment:

Drug Confiscation Fund (205) Police Department (201):
Miscellaneous Equipment             $27,922.00
Criminal Investigations                      6,000.00
Misc. Materials & Supplies                8,173.44
Unassigned fund balance            ($42,095.44)
 

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
Fingerprint machine 
Flock cameras 
Armorerlink 
Ordinance 







































ORDINANCE NO. 2023-14

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2022-22 ADOPTING THE 
2022-2023 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT FROM 
DRUG CONFISCATION FUND; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT 
FOR READING THIS ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM 
AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE AND ADOPTION.

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 2022-22 the City Commission of the City of Texas City, Texas, 
adopted its budget for Fiscal Year 2022-2023; and

WHEREAS, a budget amendment is needed to appropriate funds for the purchase of equipment 
for the Police Department from Drug Confiscation Fund.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF TEXAS CITY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That the facts and matters set forth in the preamble of this Ordinance are hereby 
found to be true and correct.

SECTION 2: That the budget for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 of the City of Texas City, Texas, is 
hereby amended as follows:

Drug Confiscation Fund (205) Police Department (201):
Miscellaneous Equipment $27,922.00
Criminal Investigations 6,000.00
Misc. Materials & Supplies 8,173.44
Unassigned fund balance ($42,095.44)

SECTION 3: That the chief executive officer shall file or cause to be filed a copy of this budget 
amendment in the office of the Galveston County Clerk.

SECTION 4: That the Charter requirement for reading this Ordinance on three (3) separate days 
has been dispensed by a majority vote of all members of the City Commission.

SECTION 5: That this Ordinance shall be finally passed and adopted on the date of its 
introduction and shall become effective from and after its passage and adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April 2023.

______________________________



Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr., Mayor
City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_______________________ _______________________  
Rhomari D. Leigh Kyle L. Dickson
City Secretary City Attorney



   
CITY COMMISSION REGULAR MTG (8) (e)           
Meeting Date: 04/19/2023  
Sergeant of Police positions
Submitted For: Clay Pope, Police Department 
Submitted By: Clay Pope, Police Department
Department: Police Department

Information
ACTION REQUEST
Consider and take action on Ordinance No. 2023-15, amending the Code of Ordinances,
City of Texas City, Texas, Title III "Administration", Chapter 32 "Law Enforcement and
Fire Department," by increasing the number of positions within the classification of
Sergeant by two (2); prescribing the number of positions within each classification of
the classified service of the Police Department. (Police Department)
 

BACKGROUND (Brief Summary)
The Matrix Consulting Group was commissioned last year to do a staffing and utilization
survey for the police department.  Among the recommendations made were the creation of
several sergeant positions to improve the span of control.  Increasing the number of sergeant
positions by two is within the scope of recommendations made.

RECOMMENDATION
The Chief of Police and Command Staff recommend increasing the number of Sergeants as
prescribed above.

Fiscal Impact

Attachments
Ordinance 



ORDINANCE NO. 2023-15

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY CODE, TITLE III “ADMINISTRATION”, 
CHAPTER 32 “LAW ENFORCEMENT AND FIRE DEPARTMENT”, SECTION 32.010
“POLICE DEPARTMENT; CLASSES OF POSITIONS; AUTHORIZED STRENGTH.”
BY INCREASING THE NUMBER OF POSITIONS WITHIN THE CLASSIFICATION 
OF SERGEANT BY TWO (2), PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT FOR READING THIS 
ORDINANCE ON THREE (3) SEPARATE DAYS; AND PROVIDING THAT THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE FROM AND AFTER ITS PASSAGE 
AND ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION BY CAPTION ONLY IN THE OFFICIAL 
NEWSPAPER OF THE CITY.

WHEREAS, section 143.021 of the Texas Local Government Code requires the
governing body of a municipality to provide for the classification of all police officers; and

WHEREAS, section 143.021 provides that the governing body must establish by 
ordinance the classifications and number of positions in each classification; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Texas City deems it is in the best 
interest of the City to increase the number of positions within the classification of Sergeant
by two (2); and

WHEREAS, Effective on January 5, 2022, the following classes of positions, and 
numbers of positions within each classification, were hereby established in the classified 
service of the City’s Police Department:

(1) Assistant Police Chief....................1
(2) Captain ..........................................3
(3) Lieutenant………………………..4
(4) Sergeant………………………….8
(5) Police Officers .............................85

Total: 101

Effective on April 19, 2023, the following classes of positions, and numbers of 
positions within each classification are hereby established in the classified service of the 
City’s Police Department:

(1) Assistant Police Chief....................1
(2) Captain ..........................................3
(3) Lieutenant………………………..4
(4) Sergeant………………………….10
(5) Police Officers ..............................83

Total: 101

SECTION 1: It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Commission that 



2

the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are severable. 

SECTION 2: That it is further provided that, in the event any section, clause, 
sentence, paragraph or part of this Ordinance shall be for any reason adjudged by any court 
of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect, invalidate, or impair 
the remainder of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3: That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4: That the Charter requirement for reading this Ordinance on three (3) 
separate days has been dispensed by a majority vote of all members of the City Commission.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April 2023.

_______________________ 
Dedrick D. Johnson, Sr., Mayor
City of Texas City, Texas

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

________________________ __________________________
Rhomari D. Leigh Kyle L. Dickson
City Secretary City Attorney 
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