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Michaeal Johnson
Assistart Band Director

Daar Membaers of the Schotarship Committas,

| am writing to offer my enthustastic recommendation for Victoria Mayes ih her application
for the Cultural Arts Scholarship. Having had the pleasura of working closely with Victoria
for 3 years, | have witnessed firsthand her exceptional talent, passton, and dedication to
the aris. She is, without a doubt, oneg of the most promising young artists Fhave
ancountered, and | am confident she witl male significant contributions 1o the cutturat arts
comiruhity,

Vietoria has demonstrated remarkable vroflciengy In music, and her crealivity is matched
only by her commitment to her craft. in addition to her technical skills, she possesses a
unigus artistic vision that allows her to express herself in Innovative and maaninglul ways.
She has consistently impressed both her peers and instructors with her ability to take on
challenging projects, cellaborate effectively with others, and contribute to the overall
growth of our arts programa, &

Beyond her artlstic talents, Victoriais ;}ew&h of strong character and integrity. She
approaches her worlk with professionatism, responsibitity, and a deslre 1o push the
boundaries of what is possible, She actively saeks opportunities to engage with her
eommunity through Marching Band, Jazz Band and Mariachi Raya, and her passton for
stiltural arts extends beyond her own development, she is committed to making a positive
impact on others as well. i

n sumimary, | believe Victorla Mayes weuld be an outstanding recipient of the Cultural Arts
Scholarship. Her artistic tatent, dedication, and pasaion for the arts nake her an ideal
canglidate for this award, and | have no doubt that she will continue to excel and Inspire
others in her aristic journey. | strongly recoratment har for this opporiunity, and Hook
forward to sesing all that she will accomplish in the futurs.

Thank you for your time and conhsidaration. Please feel freg to contact me if you have any
further questions.

Sincersly, -

Michaet Johnson
Aaslstant Band Director

mijohnson@telsd.org
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MEMBER THE TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM™

September2g, 2024

Name: Victoria Mayes

Entry Term: Fall 2025

Lamar I: I

Lamar Electronic Account (LEA} UserName: TN
Major: Music Education Band

Dear Victoria:

Congratulations & welcome to Lamar University! 1t is my pleasure to inform you that you have been
accepted for Fail 2025, and we look forward to yvour enrollment. Your Lamar 12 number and Lamar
Elactronic Account (LEA) username are listed above. Please retain these foryour records and use them to
access secure information, campus resources, and complete secure tasks enline.

We are eager to welcome you to the Lamar University campus and to demonstrate that our academic
programs rank among the very finest. In addition to the cutstanding scholasticenvironment, Lamar
Univarsity provides a wide range of student resources, activities, and services to help you make the most

of your college years. 1 encourage you to broaden your college experience by taking full advantage of
these many opportunities.

You will receive via US mail your acceptance packet which provides more details on yournext steps teo LLUL
In the meantime, please feel free to visit lubound.com. Again, congratulations on being accepted to
Lamar, and we laok forward to your success as an LU Cardinal.

Sincerely,

A~ Yy
_},s/ i s { 7 :’ /)
P TN gt B N

Hanna Deland Terra
Director of Admissions



Victorfa Mayes
Apel 22,2025

What Cultuyal Arts means to me

To me, culfial arts are more than just creative expresaions, they reflect identlty, history, and
oopumpmity. They tel! sipries that words alone often cannot, connecting generations and
preserving raditions. Whether through mustc, dance, visual arl, or siorytelling, cultural arts give
voice fo expetiences that sbups who we are. They are a bridge between the past and present,
allowing us to celebrate where we come from while exploring where wo are going. Cultural arts
are not just something I ses they are soroething I feel, lve, and ooy with me,

Cultral arts play a vital role in how I understand mysell and the world around me. They
serve as a mirror of my hetitage, offering a way to explors the traditions, values, and struggles of
those who came befors me. Whether it is the thytfin of a traditional danee, the patiorus In
handmade textiles, or the powerful inessage in ;}spokan word *parfér?nanca, gach form of cultural
art cerries meaning and tﬁemory. Tngaging with these art forms allows me to Teel a Keen sense of
helonging snd pride in nty roots. It also opens my eyes fo the beauty and diversity of oiler
culhres, teaching me empathy, respect, and appmciaﬁun for diffarent perspectives. Cultural arts
ingpire me to express myself creatively while bonoring the richness of my background. .

In conclusion, cultural arts 1o me are more than just creative expressions - they are powerful
vessels of identlty, history, and comnection, They preserve the voices of the past, refloct the
values of the present, and inspire the future. Through music, dance, visnal art, literature, and
performanics, cultural arts help me understand where I come from, ernbrace who T am, and

calebrate the diversity of the world around e,






