— * The 215t Century |
3 disaster survivor visual
signaling system. Help
. save more lives.
Simple, effective, &
practical.




Purpose

* Save more lives.
* Provide survivors a simple and
practical way to communicate with 1 '.

Responders when networks are out in g . #
the immediate aftermath of a major l‘
disaster.

* Provide important information
related to survivor’s location,
condition, & group association to
responders to help best respond.

* SOS was first recognized ~1905, we
are in 2024. Almost everyone carries
a visual signaling device. The time for
an update is here.
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Practicality

* Almost everyone carries a visual
signaling device with them most of
the time. Cellphones, lpads, Smart

Watches, Laptops, etc... are all visual

signaling devices that do not require
network connectivity to function.

* Keychain lights, flashlights with
filters, pet collar lights, regular

lashlights, etc... can all be used t

participate in the system.



A CHILD - RED

Children are less likely to take notice of the threats to their surroundings.
They may be afraid of sights and sounds following disaster, and they require
additional equipment necessary for an evacuation. Having this information
prior to attempting a rescue allows the first responder to focus on the neads
of a child and increases the likelihood of a secure and life-saving rescue.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES - GREEN

For 54 Million Americans with disabkilities, surviving a disaster can be the
beginning of a greater strugale without mokility assistance. Communications
technology is vital for people with disabilities during a disaster to help
assess damage, collect information, and deploy supplies. By incorporating a
specific color-code program, in the event of a sudden natural disaster, First
Responders would minimize further injury and facilitate relief and operations.

The post disaster
survivor visual
sighaling system

ADULTS - BLUE

Adults are more knowledaeable about their surroundings and safety. They
are capable of self-evacuation and communicating vital information on other
survivors, locations and threats. Adults are capable of following evacuation
commands and familiar with rescue equipment and gear. By incorporating a
specific color-code program, in the event of a sudden natural disaster, First
Responders would minimize further injury and facilitate relief and operations

Service Animals/Pets are considerad family. Service animals assist persons
with disabilities and can assist a rescue operation by simply being identified
through a color code system. Locate a Service Animal/Pets visual signal and
the owner may be near-by.

OOO CATCH ALL - WHITE
Q D Catch all is for those caught without an app or colored light (rmulti-LED
D flashlight, flashlight with filters, colored key chain lights, dog color lights,
etc..). A survivor can utilize a simple flashlight or phone LED to signal their

location and condition. The only information that is missing is the group

CATCHALL association.

STEADY SIGNAL: "I'M OKAY, | NEED RESCUING”
FLASHING SIGMNAL: “I NEED MEDICAL ASSISTANCE, | NEED RESCUING”




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

C l Austin, Texas
O S FISCAL NOTE, 87TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

May 29, 2021
* Zero! Previous Texas Legislative o B T s
bills have determined there is Honorable Dade Phelan, Speaker of the House, House of Representaives
no fiscal note associated with
this type of legislation. See
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs
/87R/fiscalnotes/pdf/HB00671C

FROM: Jerry McGinty, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HB671 by Martinez (Relating to establishment of the disaster identification system for a declared
state of disaster.), Conference Committee Report

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

.pdf#tnavpanes=0

: : It is assumed that the costs associated with the bill's provisions relating to establishment of the disaster
* It COStS survi VO. rs n ot h In g to USE identification system for a declared state of disaster could be absorbed using existing resources.
their communication devices to
visually signal their location,
e HP No significant fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.
condition, & group association.

Local Government Impact

° I t co Sts n Ot h I n g d d d It I ona I t O Source Agencies: 300 Trusteed Programs - Gov, 303 Facilities Commission, 4035 Department of Public Safety, 575 TX
h ave SA R te ams searc h fo r t h e Division of Emergency Management
. . . . LBB Staff: IMc, SZ, CMA, AJL, DKN, KFB, NA
illuminated display signals.



Will it change Search and
Rescue Operations?

No! SAR procedures will continue as they do today.

Benefits:

Responders will have more survivor information and locations
especially at night or under adverse conditions. Helps better
plan rescue operations.

Responders will have a more effective way of recognizing
survivors, especially at night or under adverse conditions (ex.
blacked out buildings). Beats waving/hanging white towels or
clothing to indicate you are there and need rescue.

Responders will be equipped with important information. For
example, how effective is it to lower a hoist to a blind person?
Another example, a responder knowing they are coming upon
an animal is helpful for two reasons. One, you never know how
an animal will react. Two, find the service dog and you may find
the owner.

*** It has been proven that by using a light source at the end of a ladder in a smoke-filled room

that the light source provides over 85% improvement related to situational awareness.
<Srirvivare will he lacated facter ecnecially at nicht ar 1inder adverce ronditinnc




urvivor Expectations

*Will new survivor expectations be
created?

*NO!

* Today survivor’s wave their hands, clothing, and
other items to get responders attention in hopes it
leads to their rescue. This expectation will not
change by recognizing a 21% Century SOS survivor
visual signaling system.

* By recognizing the new system, survivors can
visually signal using something they have with
them most of the time in a more effective way.

e Rescuers are better able to see survivor
location, condition, & group association,
especially at night or under adverse conditions.




Mandate?

No! For example, HB671 creates no
mandate. If a county, city, etc...
decides not to use it they don't
have to. If they do, they have an
officially recognized system so that
all arriving responders from all
around the country are speaking
the same language.



Execution

Current readiness apps, such as "Ready South
Texas" app, FEMA apps, and other apps can add the
visual signaling feature. There are many apps in the
marketplace that change screen colors, for

example, "Color Flashlight". | have put out two apps
myself called Disaster ID & Visual 911+ to help
prove the concept. The Disaster ID app and Visual

911+ are free and collect no personal data.
APPLICATIONS, LED MOBILE

SCREENS, COLOR FLASHLIGHTS,
KEYCHAIN LIGHTS are all options
under a 215t Century S-O-S
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elderly, almost 49% are due to
falling. These falis preventa survivor
from moving to a door or window or

“rom the Director:

‘he Naval School Field program is fifteen years old this year and yet every
wvent is filled with new developments, insight, and learning. In 2002, under the leadership of Dr. Dave
letzer we began to build our model of a Multi-Institutional, Semi-Structured Learning Environment to
upport Special Op i T i in the War on Terror. These areas of experimentation,
o develop better mtelhgence, cnmmumcahan, weapons, and targeting capabilities remain, and we
ontinue to explore how emerging technologies can meet them. In 2012, we expanded to become the
urrent Joint Int Field Exper (JIFX) program to include requirements and research
hallenges from all the Combatant Commands, services and Interagency partners. Humanitarian
issistance and Disaster Response (HADR) applications have been a recurring line of experimentation, and
vas a large part of the 17-3 cycle held at Camp Roberts. Over a dozen organizations, including private
ndustry, academic and government researchers warked together to integrate data from multiple air and
round sensors, power, and to aid Search and Rescue and improve triage
\perations. Many of these technologies were developed over several events, and some were brand new
rototypes. What has been consistent since 2002 however, is the culture of collaborative development —
hanks to all of the participants and we look forward to seeing you again in August.

“his year also marks a transition point in our JIFX Team. Over the past couple of years, we've seen a few of
team depart for new opportunities and adventures. Nelly Turley is now a Lieutenant in the Coast
ard and we hope her next assignment brings her back to the West Coast. Tristan Allen is now running a
mall business disaster resiliency program for the State of Washington. Replacing them has been difficult,
ut our new team is now mostly in place. Ashley Hobson is our new Operations Manager. Ashley had an
nternship with us in 2012, and comes most recently from a local envir

wurelic Monarrez and Jean Ferreira have been with NPS for a number of years in other capacities, but are
tow full-time on the CRUSER/JIFX team. Aurelio manages our air operations, while Jean manages our
inances and logistics. Kerri Williams, who is alse a Navy Reserve Lieutenant Commander, coordinates
arge integrated field experiments, such at the integrated unmanned systems Command and Control
‘xperiment that will be conducted later this year on San Clemente Island.

WHAT'S INSIDE

HFX 17-3 Recap Experiment Highlights: §
Page 24 Page3—4 JFX News:
WLIF Data & Info Works hop
JIFX 17-3 Experiment List JIFX 17-3 By the Numbers Page 5
Page4
Fage? . NEX News:
Integrated Scenario Expenment JIFX Updates First-Ever UAS Swarm Dogfight

Page3 Pages Page 6

http://www.nps.edu/fx

Vapinions expressed ~= +“=~2 af the guthnrs and #~ -

a to request assis-
tance. Other situations, for example
being stranded in a vehicle due to
accident or weather, confused,
disoriented or lost elderly could seek
assistance with the touch of a few
icons. The Visual 911+ app gives
survivors a handheld tool to summon
assistance immediately.

Field Tests of Visual 911+ App

A field test of the Visual 911+
app was conducted by the Northeast
Region Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Unit of the Grand Fork Sheriff’s
Office on Nov. 20, 2016, in Grand
Fork, North Dakota. Following the
field test, an interview was con-
ducted with Professor Alan Frazier,
Deputy Sheriff, who reported that
3l signals from the application
were clearly visible from an
AeroVironment Qube UAS using an
electro-optical camera at 100" AGL
and 200" AGL at a range of approxi-
mately 100 yards.” He further
commented, “...it is my opinion that
the distinct colors would help in
prioritizing rescues as well as
determining the potential need for
additional equipment or rescuers
(i.e. a disabled vs. non-disabled
wvictim or victim with a pet).” When
asked if the survivor location
information was of value, he stated,
“| believe it would be in a large-scale
disaster in which cellular voice
communications were down, but
potentially dieital only data commu-

a disaster may have noidea of
addresses or nearby streets.” Lastly,
when asked, “Do you believe
establishing a post disaster survivor
visual signaling system s a good idea
toimprove UAS effectiveness?" he
replied, "Yes. However, getting the
word out to the public and the
rescue community is going to be the
biggest hurdle”

A second field test was con-
ducted by C4L Tactical Operations
operating out of Eldora, lowa. The
incident commander of the C4L
Tactical Operations Response Unit
indicated that the field test was
conducted during the recent search
and rescue operations following
Hurricane Matthew [Sept. 28-Oct.
10, 2016). The incident commander
reported seamless communication
with his team throughout the
operations, because he utilized the
Visual 911+ application to:

W track team members during
meobilization; and

M track team members who
were forced to
evacuate (in some

device will generate an email
communication to the emergency
contacts containing the user’s GPS
coordinates and a message to call
911 Family and friends can provide
thatinformation to rescue person-
nel_ This silent method of emergency
communication could be vital in
terrorist, active-shooter or lone-wolf
attacks. Because the user only
needs to select a few icons, and no.
dialing sounds or voices alerta
perpetrator of the communication,
users can stay safe if hiding or
sheltering from threatening criminal
activity.

Conclusion

Ithas been well documented
that emergency communications
are a priority during disasters.
Visuzl 911+ provides not only that
priority communication, but alsa
provides the lifesaving signaling
capabilities necessary for night-time
rescue, which can substantially assist
both survivors and rescuers. &

cases muitiple
times) as the
storm movedup
the east coast of
the United States.
Visual 911+
also provides
emergancy
communication to
family and friends.
Users pre-popu-
late a simple
profile, including
up tothree
emergency
contacts and
email addresses. If
the user finds him/
herselfin a life-

Consider Advertising
in the TAEM Bulletin

Obtain details on ad guidelines and costs at
2 g

IAEM members and EMEX ex!

receive a discount on advertising.

Questions? Contact
Karen Thompson, editor.

The IAEM Bulletin is distributed monthly to the
6,000+ members of IAEM, plus others with govern-
mentand legislative roles in emergency manage-
ment. Itis distributed at national, regional and state
emergency management conferences.

The specialists who read the 1AEM Builetin
e frequently play a key role in selecting, purchasing,

* -wing emergency equipment, supplies, products
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Utilizing Available Technology for Preparedness
and Response: The 21st Century SOS

By Kimberly Ci
Glohal Busi

Continuity N

h CEM, Juan Cienf

arness the power of
Hlechnmagvm prepare
yourseif and your family
and help rescuers find you faster.
The Visual 911+ app is an easy-to-
use and effective new tool that
provides emergency lighting and
sound 1o assist rescuers with
locating survivors and alerts family
and friends via email of your GPS
location and personal safety status.
The practical uses and its simplicity
make Visual 911+ a modern-day SOS
and a life-saving tool. Not only does
it save lives, it costs nothing to
rescuers or users, and itisnot
dependent upon external power or
cellular network connectivity
Studies indicate that more than
90% of Americans carry a cell phone
or smart device with them atall
times. In a sense, the majority of the
population is equipped with a night-
time visual signaling device, making
Visual 911+ practical to deploy.
Visual 911+ leverages that fact to
provide users with emergency
signaling capabilities which not only
«could save the user’s life, but the
emergency signaling color-coded
system alerts rescuers to the type of
survivor they are seeking.

Color-Coded System

Specifically, the color-coded
system provides rescuers with much
needed information prior te rescue
(red for children, green for the
handicapped, blue foran adult,
yellow for a pet, and/or white as a
catch all color. It also provides a
steady and constant signal for “I'm
OK*" and a flashing signal for “I need
assistance” ) A legisiative bill was

Martinez {D-Texas) in an effort to
improve jurisdictional search and
rescue operations. Mr. Martinez’
forwarding thinking stems from his
background as a first responder and
emergency management profes-
sional. The legislator and his sup-
porters hope to utilize the passage
of the Texas legislative bill to
improve search and rescue out-
comes in their own jurisdiction, as
well as utilizing it as 2 basis for
roduction and adoption in other
jurisdictions throughout the country.

Survivor Group Composition

Rescuers can utilize UAS,
helicopters, airplanes, or high
ground to look for the visual signals
and make note of the information
{location, condition, survivor group
compasition). Simply put, there isa
difference when it comes to the
rescue of adults and children. Adults
are more knowledgeable about their
surroundings and threats to their
safety, capable of following evacua-
tion commands, familiar with rescue
operation equipment and gear,
capable of self-evacuation (provided
the adult is not injured) and capable
of communicating vital information
onother survivors, locations and
threats. Children, on the other hand,
are (1) less likely to take notice of
the threats to their surroundings, (2)
may have difficulty self-evacuating,
(3) may have difficulty following
evacuation commands, (4] may be
unfamiliar and afraid of the sights
and sounds following a disaster, {5)
may be unable to communicate
effectively to aid rescuers, or (6)
require additional equipment

== mmmemee for cscation: Having

gos, and Edward Weiss,
New York City, New York

arescue allows the rescuer to focus
on the needs of that particular
surviver and increases the likelihood
of asafe and life-saving rescue.

Had the technology been
available for Hurricane Katrina
survivors, for example, thousands
may have been rescued sooner.
During Hurricane Katrina approxi-
mately 100,000 people chose not to
evacuate prior to the storm. Let us
assume that 50% of them did not
utilize the illuminated signaling
system. Let us further assume that
of those 50%, the signals of the
people who used an illuminated
signal during the rescues were not
visible_Even so, 25,000 people
would still have been locatable using
an illuminated signaling system. In
large-scale rescues, like rescues
conducted during Hurricane Katrina,
having multiple survivors utilizing a
signaling system would have allowed
rescuers to prioritize rescues based
upon surviver group composition
and/or the medical conditions of the
surviver group

Spedial Needs

Not only can the Visual 911+ app
benefit survivors and rescuers inthe
examples provided above, it also
recognizes the needs of the disabled
community. By incorporating a
spedific color-code for disabled
people, rescuers can be prepared to
assistthe specific needs of the
disabled-survivor by having appropri-
ate evacuation equipment, medical
support devices, medicine or the like
with them when they find the
survivor. Specifically, statistics reveal
that of the injuries suffered by the
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*What this set of images shows is that the color lights are
extremely effective in identifying people based on the state
of their light. It also shows that the IR is indispensable for
night operations as it helps provide situational awareness.

As you remember from when you were up on the roof with
us, it was hard to see people and especially whether they
were standing, sitting, etc. The fused image on the left,
which combines the EO and IR, exemplifies the benefits of
fusion as it provides a “full situational awareness”. —




“Utilizing Available Technology for
Preparedness & Response: The 21st
entury SOS”, IAEM Bulletin

*A field test of the Visual 911+ app was conducted by the Northeast Region
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Unit of the Grand Fork Sheriff’s Office on Nov. 20,
2016, in Grand Fork, North Dakota. Following the field test, an interview was
conducted with Professor Alan Frazier, Deputy Sheriff, who reported that “all
signals from the application were clearly visible from an AeroVironment Qube UAS
using an electro-optical camera at 100' AGL & 200" AGL at a range of
approximately 100 yards.” He Further commented, “...it is my opinion that the
distinct colors would help in prioritizing rescues as well as determining the
potential need for additional equipment or rescuers (i.e. a disabled vs. non-
disabled victim or victim with a pet).” When asked if the survivor location
information was of value, he stated, “I believe it would be in a large-scale disaster
in which cellular voice communications were down, but potentially digital only
data communications were still up. The long[itude]/lat[itude] component is
especially valuable, as a victim visiting a location that is involved in a disaster may
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elderly, almost 49%are due to
falling. These falls pravent a survivor
from moving to a door ar window or
alandline phone to request assis-
tance. Other situations, for example
being stranded in a vehicle due to
accident or weather, confused,
disoriented orfost elderty could seek
assistance with the touch of a few
icons. The Visual 911+ app gives
survivors a handheld tool to summon
assistance immediately.

Field Tests of Visual 911+ App

Afield test of the Visual 911+
app was conducted by the Northeast
Region Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Unit of the Grand Fork Sheriff’s
Office on Nov. 20, 2016, in Grand
Fork, North Dakota. Following the
field test, an interview was con-
ducted with Professor Alan Frazier,
Deputy Sheriff, who reported that

all signals from the application
were clearly visible from an
AeroVironment Qube UAS using an
electro-optical camera at 100" AGL
and 200" AGL ata range of approki-
mately 100 yards " He further

adisaster may have no idea of
addresses or nearby strests.” Lastly,
whenasked, "Do youbelieve
establishing a post disaster survivor
visual signaling system isa good idea

device will generate an email
communication to the emergency
contacts containing the user's GPS
coordinates and a message to call
911. Family and friends can provide

" he
replied, "Yes. However, getting the
word out to the public and the
rescue community is £0inE 1o be the
biggest hurdle "

‘A second field test was con-
ducted by C4L Tactical Operations
operating out of Eldora, lowa. The
incident commander of the 4L
Tactical Operations Response Unit
indicated that the field test was
conducted during the recent search
andrescue operations following
Hurricane Matthew {Sept. 28-Oct
10,2016). The incident commander
reported seamless communication
with his team throughout the
operations, because he utilized the
Visual 911+ application to:

B track team members during
mobilization; and

H track team members who
were forced to
evacuate (in some

nel_This silent method of emergency
communication could be vitalin
terrorist active-shooter or lone-wolf
attacks. Because the user only
needs toselecta few icons, and no
dialing sounds or voices alerta
perpetrator of the communication,
users can stay safe i hiding or
sheltering from threatening criminal
activity.

Gondusion

Ithas been well documented
thatemergency communications
are a priority during disasters

Visual 911+ provides not only that
priority communication, but also
provides the lifesaving signaling
capabilities necessary for night-time
rescue, which can substantially assist
both survivorsand rescuers. &
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the east coast of
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wwwisem.com/Bulletin.

commented, “__itis my opinion that also provides. IAEM members and EMEX exhibitors
in emergency receive a discount on advertising.
prioritizing rescues as well as o .
determining the potential nesdfor  family and friends. Questions? Contact
additional equipment or rescurs Users pre-popu- JKaren Thompson, editor.

(. disabled vs. non-disabled late asimple L0 e e w0
victim or victim with pet)” When  Brofile, including e IAEM Bulletin s distributed monthly tothe
asked fthe sunivor location upto three 6,000+ members of IAEM, plus others with gavern-
information was of value, hestated,  emergency

1 believe itwould bein 3 large-scale  contacts and ment. Itis distributed at national, regional and state
disaster in which cellular voice email addresses. If i A
communications were down, but the user finds im/ -’ “

potentall digicalonlydatacommy- _ herselfinalife- The specialists who read the IAEM Bulltin
nications were still up. The threatening frequently play a key role in selecting, purchasing,
longlitude] atfitude] componentis SN, 37W | anqusing emergency equipment, supplies, products
especially valuable, s a victim taps to the cell
visiting alocation that isinvolvedin  Phone or smart

have no idea of addresses or nearby streets.” Lastly, when asked, “Do you believe
establishing a post disaster survivor visual signaling system is a good idea to
improve UAS effectiveness?” he replied, “Yes. However, getting the word out to
the public and the rescue community is going to be the biggest hurdle.”

ment and legisiative roles in emergency manage-
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Conclusion

It has been well documented
that emergency communications
are a priority during disasters.
Visual 911+ provides not only that

priority communication, but also
provides the lifesaving signaling
capabilities necessary for night-time
rescue, which can substantially assist
both survivors and rescuers. A




Why a Law?

Legislation is needed to give official recognition/uniformity to the
system that helps mitigate future search and rescue outcomes. It
would be difficult if East Texas adopted one color code and West
Texas another and through MUTUAL AID together to respond to an
emergency, they interpret the signal differently.

Elected Officials Prepare and Respond to Emergencies, they set the
tone and direction in the community for prevention, mitigation,
preparedness, response and recovery activities. They provide policy,
mission, direction and authority.

Therefore, it is important that elected officials understand what
their role is prior to a disaster. They should take pre-emptive
measures to mitigate or reduce the effects of disasters on their
communities. Sadly, many communities do not address mitigation
until they are in the recovery phase of a disaster.

It has been proven that mitigation saves money. It is documented
how every S1 spent on mitigation saves society an average of $4 to

S6.
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DATE: February 24, 2019

TO: Members of House Commitiee on Homeland Security and Public Safety
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768

FROM: Caleb W. Holt, Center Manager
Product Development Center | PDC
Emergency Services Training Institute | ESTI
Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service | TEEX

SUBJECT: Supporting Evidence for HB 91
Dear Chairman Nevarez and members of the committee,

As the Center Manager of Product Development at Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service it
is my duty to identify, seek and introduce public safety and homeland security technologies that
offer first responders in the great State of Texas and throughout the United States a tactical
advantage. We aim fo enhance the efficiency, effectiveness and safety of our first responders
with the adoption of new technology. Especially in the event of large disasters: tornadoes, floods,
wildland fire and hurricanes, our first responders need access to force multipliers.

HB 91 establishes the disaster identification system (DIS) for declared state of disaster. This bill
will not prevent first responders from having to search every structure during a major incident,
however, it will prioritize search and rescue efforts to ensure those citizens utilizing the DIS will
be able to communicate their health status directly with responders. HB 91 creates the policy for
how members of the community and first responders will respond to future incidents.

| am in full support of HB 91 and ask that each member of the committee reach out to your local
fire chief, police chief and other criminal justice officers to ensure the adoption of a Disaster
Identification System. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me directly.

Sincerely,
Crbed L/ #ott

Caleb W_ Holt, Center Manager

Product Development Center | PDC

Emergency Services Training Institute | ESTI
Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service | TEEX
E| caleb holi@teex tamu edu

P| (979) 458-5669

etters of support for le

City of McAllen
Office of the Mayor

JAMES E. DARLING

MAYOR

April 10, 2017

Bird Holmquist

Legislative Director for:

Rep. Phil King

Homeland Security and Public Safety Committee Chairman

Via email to: Bird.Holmquist@house. texas.gov
RE: In Support of H.B. 1598
Dear Ms. Holmguist:

As Mayor of the City of McAllen, located in South Texas and in close proximity to the Texas-Mexico barder,
my staff and | work diligently as alocal emergency management agency to ensure the safety of our citizens
and wisitors. In McAllen, we are vulnerable to floods, extreme temperatures, and severe weather
conditions arising in the Gulf of Mexico.

The establishment of a disaster identification system far a state of disaster as proposed by House Bill 1598
would be easily implemented and greatly improve the ability of emergency response personnel to locate
victims in a disaster-stricken area. The proposed bill has no fiscal impact, provides for entirely voluntary
participation by civilians, and could ultimately save lives.

" While | am unable to attend hearings regarding H.B. 1598 in person, | send this letter as a testament of
. my support for this bill. Please urge Representative King to support H.B, 1598, Thank you for your

attention to this important matter that affects the safety and security of every Texan.
Sincerely,
Darling é

Mayor

oislation

CITIZEN

h‘o the members of the House Committee on Homeland Security & Public Safety.
(0. Box 2910

Austin, TX 78768

Via hand delivery.

:xas 78701 » 512 477155 » www.citizen.org

February 27, 2019
Re: HB 91, supporting testimony by Public Citizen
Dear Chairman Nevérez and members of the committee:

Dublic Citizen appreciates the opportunity to testify in favor of HB 91, relating to establishment
of the disaster identification system for a declared state of disaster. We support this bill because
it will provide a means for emergency responders to locate victims in need of assistance during a
disaster.

Dublic Citizen has advocated for tmany years on behalf of commumties and their needs dunng
disasters. We participated in two meetings called by the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality with public health and environmental advocates to discuss the response to Hurricane
Harvey. These meetings, held on September 12, 2017 and December 11, 2017, consisted of wide
ranging discussions about Texas’ response to the public health and safety emergencies presented
by Harvey. Through these meetings and our advocacy on this 1ssue, we are well acquamted with
the emergency response to Harvey, including areas where it could have been improved.

In the midst of the Hurricane Harvey response, Texas Emergency Management Chief Nimn Kidd
implored Texans m need of assistance “to make sure you put a signal out there, that you are still
there, and you still need help, convey that message to first responders.”

HB 91 creates a standard system to convey that message: an illuminated display that uses a
standard color scheme to communicate to first responders the needs of people and domestic
animals.

Because we want first responders to have every available tool to respond to people in need, and
because we believe that HB 91 provides one such tool, we support the bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony, if you wish to discuss our position
further, [ can be reached by email at ashelley(@citizen org or by phone at 512-477-1155.

sy

Adnan Shelley, Texas Office Director, Public Citizen
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DATE: February 24, 2019

TO:  Members of House Committee on Homeland Security and Public Safety
P.O.Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768

FROM:Caleb W. Holt, Center Manager
Product Development Center | PDC
Emergency Services Training Institute | ESTI
Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service | TEEX

SUBJECT: Supporting Evidence for HB 91
Dear Chairman Nevarez and members of the committee,

As the Center Manager of Product Development at Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service it
is my duty to identify, seek and introduce public safety and homeland security technologies that
offer first responders in the great State of Texas and throughout the United States a tactical
advantage. We aim to enhance the efficiency, effectiveness and safety of our first responders
with the adoption of new technology. Especially in the event of large disasters: tornadoes, floods,
wildland fire and hurricanes, our first responders need access to force multipliers.

HE 91 establishes the disaster identification system (DIS) for declared state of disaster. This bill
will not prevent first responders from having to search every structure during a major incident,
however, it will prioritize search and rescue efforts to ensure those citizens utilizing the DIS will
be able to communicate their health status directly with responders. HB 91 creates the policy for
how members of the community and first responders will respond to future incidents.

I am in full support of HB 91 and ask that each member of the committee reach out to your local
fire chief, police chief and other criminal justice officers to ensure the adoption of a Disaster
Identification System. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me directly.

Sincerely,

Caled (). Fod

Caleb W. Holt, Center Manager

Product Development Center | PDC

Emergency Services Training Institute | ESTI
Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service | TEEX

E| caleb holi@teex tamu. edu
P] (979) 458-5669




City of McAllen
Office of the Mayor

JAMES E. DARLING
MAYCR

April 10, 2017

Bird Holmquist

Legislative Director for:

Rep. Phil King

Homeland Security and Public Safety Committee Chairman

Via email to: Bird. Holmquist@house.texas.gov
RE: In Support of H.B. 1598
Dear Ms. Holmguist:

As Mayor of the City of McAllen, located in South Texas and in close proximity to the Texas-Mexico border,
my staff and | work diligently as a local emergency management agency to ensure the safety of our citizens
and wisitors, In McAllen, we are vulnerable to floods, extreme temperatures, and severe weather
conditions arising in the Gulf of Mexico.

The establishment of a disaster identification system for a state of disaster as proposed by House Bill 1598
would be easily implemented and grezatly improve the ability of emergency response personnel to locate
victims in a disaster-stricken area. The proposed bill has no fiscal impact, provides for entirely voluntary
participation by civilians, and could ultimately save lives.

" While 1 am unable to attend hearings regarding H.B. 1598 in person, | send this letter as a testament of
my support for this bill. Please urge Representative King to support H.B. 1598. Thank you for your
attention to this important matter that affects the safety and security of every Texan.

Sincerely,

ﬁw@a@@g

m Darling
Mayor
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PUBLICCITIZEN

To the members of the House Commiitee on Homeland Security & Public Safety.
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768

February 3. 2021
Re: HB 671 by Rep. Martinez, Public Citizen support
Dear Chatrman and members of the commuittee:

Public Citizen appreciates the opportunity to voice its support for HB 671 by Representative
Mando Martinez, relating to establishment of the disaster identification system for a declared
state of disaster. We support Rep. Martinez's bill because 1t will provide a means for emergency
responders to locate victims in need of assistance during a disaster.

Public Citizen has advocated for many years on behalf of communities and their needs during
disasters. We have long supported additional methods for public notification and means for
emergency responders to identify members of the public in need. We testified in favor of HB 91
(86R). a precursor to HB 671, on February 27, 2019 in the House Committee on Homeland
Security & Public Safety. We are also supporting the companion to HB 671, SB 328 by Senator
Eddie Lucio.

In the Fall of 2017 after Hurricane Harvey, we participated in conversations about disaster and
emergency response that mcluding leadership from the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality and the Texas Department of Emergency Management. In the midst of the Hurricane
Harvey response, TDEM Chuef Nim Kidd implored Texans in need of assistance “to make sure
you put a signal out there, that vou are still there, and you still need help. convey that message to
first responders.”

HB 671 creates a standard system to convey that message: an 1lluminated display that uses a
standard color scheme to communicate to first responders the needs of people and domestic
animals. Because we want first responders to have every available tool to respond to people in
need, and because we believe that HB 671 provides one such tool, we support the bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this letter of support, 1f you wish to discuss our position
further, I can be reached by email at ashellevi@citizen org or by phone at 512-477-1155.

Reéggectfu]ly?
rd 7
A Jf/’/

L.
Adnan Shelley, Texas Office Director, Public Citizen




Kay Goss <kaycgoss@icloud.coms = Mon May1at%35PM W
To:JC

| have been working in Emergency Management for 40 years. First twelve years working for two Governors of Arkansas coordinating emergency management, fire services,
and emergency medical services programs and policies, almost seven years as Associate FEMA Director in charge of National Preparedness, Training (EMI and Mount
Weather), and Exercises, 12 years as a private sector emergency manager, and last ten years as a nonprofit leader in several nonprofits (DRONERESPONDERS,
International; Domestic Preparedness Joumal; the Institute for Diversity and Inclusion in Emergency Management and the National Academy for Public Administration. All the
while, teaching at UNLV, Metropolitan College of New York, and George Mason University.

| understand the needs of emergency managers and public safety responders.
Recently | became aware of HB671/5B328. | support the establishment of a Disaster Identification system and applaud the Texas Legislature for working with the professionals
in these vital fields to produce this very vital legislation.

Best wishes for much success in leading the way!

With Deep Respect

KAY C. GOSS, CEM

Building The Emergency Management Profession

Supporting Innovation

Teaching|Coaching|Leading|Advocating Academic and Training Programs
Alexandria, VA




U.S. NEWS

They were alone in a fight to survive.

Maui residents had moments to make
life-or-death choices

BY CLAIRE GALOFARO, CLAIRE RUSH AND MATT SEDENSKY
Updated 10:39 PM CDT, August 14, 2023

“Kaauwai couldn’t even see buildings anymore. Something was exploding; it sounded like
fireworks. She ran inside. She couldn’t think — she just grabbed her dog and some clothes, never
imagining she would not see her house or anything in it ever again.”

“The U.S. Coast Guard’s first notification about the fires was when the search and rescue
command center in Honolulu received reports of people in the water near Lahaina at 5:45 p.m.,,
said Capt. Aja Kirksy, commander of Coast Guard Sector Honolulu.

The boats were hard to see because of the smoke, but Cicchino and others used_to
flash lights at the vessels, guiding them in to rescue some, mostly children. Fire trucks eventually
came and drove them out, through the flames.”



*Questions

*Contact Juan Cienfuegos at 956-
645-5265 or at
synersolutions@shcglobal.net
with any questions or for
supporting information.




