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February 17, 2010

Leonard Dailey Jr.
Zoning Commission Chair

Planning & Community Services

510 N Broadway

Parmly Library, 4th Floor

Billings, MT  59101
Re:  Support for parking management and regulation in the EBURD with restrictions.
The Nelson/Nygaard report dated January 11, 2010 is very thorough and in our opinion covers 75% of the concerns of our 212 property owners located in the EBURD. 

I will address our recommendations in the same order as the Nelson/Nygaard report.  Blue italic prints are our additions and changes.
The BIRD supports and recommends adoption of the following parking tools and strategy in the EBURD:

1.  Eliminate minimum parking requirements throughout the proposed parking overlay district.

2.  Adopt a goal of maintaining at least a 15% vacancy on on-street parking 
 
 
 
 throughout the district with annual or requested monitor.

a) Manage on-street parking with fee assessments.  The BIRD would like to strike reference from the word parking meters, as parking meters are outdated, expensive to install, maintain and collect the money.  There are considerable other alternatives that would be more progressive for the EBURD district and then could be used in other parts of the city with a higher degree of consumer acceptance.  The BIRD under separate cover will provide some of those options.
 b) Manage on-street parking with commercial and/or residential parking permits.  
 c) Off-site parking.  A provision that would provide that a developer and land owner  
 
could purchase additional land within 5 city blocks of the subject property for parking for     
employees.  This additional parking would count towards the number of on-site parking 
places.  Both pieces of real property would have covenants to tie them together so that 
they could not be separated through sale.
d) City purchase of land.  The city needs land in EBURD for two purposes; one is for       
parking surface to begin with which could eventually be the site of a parking garage and 
second, as catch basins for storm water that needs to settle out before the water goes 
to the river to meet the new EPA requirements.
2. Return parking permit revenues to the district by establishing a parking benefit district.  
a) Create a commercial parking benefit district.

b) Establish a residential parking benefit district.

3. Adopt an ordinance requiring unbundled parking costs. 

4. Employers at their option to cash out parking of employees.
The BIRD is opposed to any mandate on businesses by city government that interferes between the relationship between business and their employees.

At the present time, the BIRD cannot support the assessment of multimodal transportation impact fees or other mechanisms for funding Traffic Demand Management for alternative transportation within the district.  The BIRD board sees this recommendation as overreaching.  The board supports the items listed above which will have a major beneficial impact on the area and be a test model for the rest of the city without imposing too many restrictions on developers or land owners.

The board requests the chance to review a copy of the finalized proposed ordinance before it goes to city council.  This will allow an open discussion of any areas of concern as we want to support better regulatory tools that will enhance the development within the district.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit our input.  We will be happy to meet with your commission if you desire for a more detailed discussion.
Cordially yours,

Martin R Connell, President

Cc: BIRD Board
      Candi Beaudry, Planning Director
      BESEDA
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