RESOLUTION NO. 10-


A RESOLUTION OF THE BILLINGS, MONTANA, CITY COUNCIL AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 09-18904 ON A CITY COUNCIL E-MAIL ACCESS POLICY BY AUTHORIZING THE CITY STAFF TO EDIT AND REDACT POSTED E-MAILS TO ELIMINATE CONTENT INAPPROPRIATE FOR THE CITY WEBSITE.


WHEREAS, on Dec. 14, 2009, the Billings City Council adopted Resolution No. 09-18904, setting up the first known municipal policy in Montana to require posting on the City website of all e-mails to and from the Mayor and City Council unless they contain content that is pertinent to the right of privacy, that is excluded by law or attorney-client privilege from being made public, or that contains private health care or medical information; and


WHEREAS, within the first quarter of use of the policy, the potential has been identified for abuse of the City web site by e-mails being sent to the Mayor and Council that contain commercial or political solicitation, language inappropriate for posting on the City website, or material that is abusive or defamatory; and


WHEREAS, all e-mails sent to the Mayor and City Council as a group will continue to be delivered to them; and

WHEREAS, the City staff has investigated the policies of the media and others who incorporate public comment on their web sites and found that they moderate submittals.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS, MONTANA AS FOLLOWS:

That the City of Billings hereby adopts an amendment to the City Council E-mail Access Policy as provided in Attachment “A”.

APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Billings, Montana this ________ day of ____________________, 2010.








THE CITY OF BILLINGS








By:_____________________








Thomas W. Hanel, MAYOR

ATTEST:

BY:____________________________


Cari Martin, CITY CLERK

