Attachment D

Applicant Letter – Bethlehem Lutheran Church


[image: image4.jpg]B. Why is there a need for the intended use of the property at this location?
The Church feels the lack of accessibility is restricting current members as well as new

members from becoming active in worship. The title of this campaign — “All Are
Welcome”.

C. How will the public interest be served if this application is approved?
The public will be served by a well-designed and functional project addition. Not only will
this allow greater public access, we have designed this project with the interest of smart
growth under the adopted policies.

D. Prepare a written statement addressing what is intended to be done with the property,
including new construction or change in the use of the property, and why the special

review is being sought.

This project will offer a small lobby entrance with an elevator to allow visitors and guests
accessibility to the lower and upper levels of the church building.

The Special Review is required when the addition of a church exceeds 10% of the existing
gross square footage. Total square footage of both floors of the existing building is 7,183
s.f- Total proposed addition of both floors is 1,022 s.f. plus the drive-up canopy.

The Special Review is conducted due to us only exceeding the allowable 10% increase by a
mere 303 s.f.

Please notify this office if you need any further information.
Sincerely,

Schutz Foss itects, P.C.

Allen Rapacz, AIA ?

President

AR:ld
cc:Paul Hanson
Enclosures
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SCHUTZ FOSS

ARCHITECTS,; P.C.

"ARCHITECTURE - INTERIORS - PLANNING
June 7, 2010
Karen Miller
Planning & Community Services Department
510 North Broadway

Billings, MT 59101

RE: Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Accessible Vestibule Addition
Billings, Montana #0865
Plan Review Number 10-896

Dear Karen,

We are submitting the subject project for Special Review by your department. You will find one
full size set of construction documents (Sheet 2-1 — Site Survey, Sheet 2.2 — Site Plan, Sheet 2.3
— Grading Plan and Sheet 5.1 — Showing existing sign to be relocated.) You will also find an 11
x 17 set of the same drawings. Our application and application fee are also enclosed.

Following is our response to the following questions:

A. In what ways is your proposal consistent with the goals and policies of the adopted
Growth Policy?

Our proposal first and foremost is presented to provide for an attractive and accessible
entry to the existing split-level church building. The project will allow for a more
accessible entry to the existing split-level church building. This project will allow for a
more fully accessible community.

The new addition also allows for a safer covered access for community members entering
the facility for worship.

We have taken great care for this new addition to be attractive relative to the existing
building character, scale and material use. This sensitivity will blend the new addition well
into the neighborhood fabric. The new addition and upgrade of the existing church
building is compatible with the neighborhood of light commercial and residential
occupants.

Lastly, the addition supports the use of an infill rather than urban sprawl placing less
demand onto city services and infrastructure.
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