TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT COMMUNICATION ACCORD 

This Tax Increment Financing District Communication Accord (“ACCORD”) is made and entered into on _______ ___, 2010 (the “Effective Date”) by and between Yellowstone County, a political subdivision of the State of Montana (“County”) and the City of Billings (“City”).


I.	TERM & TERMINATION OF THIS ACCORD

This ACCORD shall be in effect for five (5) years from the Effective Date.  Either party may terminate this ACCORD by giving the other party thirty (30) days written notice.  

II.	BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THIS ACCORD

A. Development of a more informed and cooperative working relationship between the County and City.

B. Establish a cooperative effort among the County & City and the citizens of Yellowstone County, with the mutual objective of enhancing economic development opportunities, promoting the ideals of sustainable industry, public infrastructure improvement, and fair, predictable land use decision-making. 

C. Encourage and foster free and open communication by and between the City Council, their staff and the County Commissioners and their staff.


III.	RELATIONSHIP OF THE PARTIES

A. This ACCORD relates only to the cooperative efforts of the County and the City

B. This ACCORD is not intended to create or constitute any joint venture, partnership, joint powers agency, or other formal organization of any kind.  

D. Nothing herein shall be interpreted to grant jurisdictional authority to the County over Urban Renewal Tax Increment Financing Districts (TIFDs”).

C. No Party is authorized herein to act as the agent of the other.

D. This ACCORD is not intended to create any benefits, rights or entitlements for persons or entities not a party to this ACCORD.


IV.	TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT

A.  The City Council shall have the ultimate decision making authority regarding formation, expansion or renewal of Urban Renewal TIFDs and any expenditure of Urban Renewal TIFD Funds as provided by the laws of the State of Montana. 


B. The County and City will form the TIFD Committee consisting of eleven (11) City Council members and three (3) County Commissioners which will comprise the fourteen (14) voting members of the committee.  The TIFD Committee will accept and review applications for the formation, modification or expansion of TIFDs. Any subcommittee of this group shall consist of at least one County Commissioner. The TIFD Committee shall review and meet with the applicant, conduct a vote of the full committee, said vote shall then be send as an advisory recommendation to the City Council. 


XIII.	NOTICE

The Parties have identified the following individuals as point persons for all communication and coordination. Any notice required hereunder shall be provided in writing.  City of Billings will be the City Administrator and Yellowstone County shall be the Chairman of the Commissioners. 

XIV.	AUTHORITY AND EXECUTION

Each Party represents that it has the authority to enter into this ACCORD and to perform the functions stated herein, and that the persons executing this ACCORD on their respective behalf are authorized by law, resolution or other requisite action of the Party’s governing body.	



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this ACCORD on the dates indicated below.

- - YELLOWSTONE  COUNTY- -

	






	
Dated: _____________________________ 


By:  _______________________________                   
_______________________, Chairman 
County Commissioners




- - C I T Y     O F     BILLINGS - -


	







	
Dated: _____________________________ 


By:  _______________________________                   
Thomas W. Hanel, Mayor
“City”





Page 1 of 3

