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Finance & Taxation
Reports over the past two (2) years from the Governor’s Budget Office and the Legislative Services Fiscal Division have consistently predicted dramatic revenue reductions compared to prior years.  The current predictions are that the State’s General Fund for the 2011 biennium will have an imbalance of $350,000,000.  The State budget will be THE issue for the 2011 Legislature.  Given the scale of the imbalance and what has occurred in other states since 2008, the Legislature may attempt to share budget cutting pain with local governments.  Billings will oppose any Legislative attempts to balance the State’s budget by decreasing shared revenues or transferring costs to local governments. 
· Entitlement Program:  Support the current entitlement funding program and payments.
· Property Tax Reappraisal:  Support a shorter reappraisal cycle; support a more easily understood method to establish taxable values; and oppose inequitable mitigation and extended appeals.
· Tax Increment Finance:  Support continued local authority and control; oppose removal of the School Equalization 95 mills from the increment levy or other reductions in increment.
· Public Defender Costs:  Oppose changes that impose more financial or operating burdens on local governments.
· Law Enforcement medical costs:  Oppose making cities financially responsible for detainee medical costs.
Land Use, Property & Environmental Regulation 
The City of Billings supports laws that protect the environment and our citizens’ quality of life. 
· Support legislation that will limit or reduce the expected financial burden of implementing the wastewater nutrient loading legislation and rules (SB 95, 2009).
· Authorize additional Street Maintenance District assessment methods.
· Support appropriate Subdivision Reviews and Exemptions.
· Support eliminating or reducing the Montana Dept. of Transportation Indirect Costs Allocation Plan (ICAP) charges on local costs of street improvement projects.
Local Government Powers
The City of Billings strongly supports local control and self governing powers.  The City strongly resists legislative proposals and agency policies that would substitute state authority for local control.
· Medical Marijuana:  Support authorizing local governments to regulate and zone Medical Marijuana businesses and support adoption of limited State controls.
Public Health, Safety & City Employee Relations
The City of Billings values its employees and supports State legislation that improves worker safety and protects employees’ long term financial well being.  Those protections must be within the City’s financial capacity and should not jeopardize the City’s ability to continue providing safe, convenient and effective public services.  The City consistently supports state and local laws that protect public safety.
· Workers Compensation:  Support reform legislation that reduces rates while providing adequate medical care; oppose presumptive illnesses legislation.
· Public Employees Retirement System Changes:  Monitor PERS contribution and benefit changes; oppose adding overtime to firefighter wage calculations; oppose including dispatch employees in Sheriff’s Retirement Fund.
· Mental Health:  Support state payment of costs for Municipal Court ordered evaluations.
· Sexual Assault Penalties:  Support enhanced penalties for multiple convictions
· Generally support DUI Legislation Reform.
· Support Wildland Urban Interface fire protection measures.
· Safety Belt Law:  Support primary enforcement; support repealing 61-13-106 MCA (plaintiff responsibility in civil litigation).
· Handheld communication devices:  Support statewide use restrictions while driving a vehicle.
Regional & Community Coalitions & Partnerships
The City of Billings supports Legislative initiatives that enhance our community, regional, private and public partners to improve the quality of life for all citizens.
· Support, in general, for Community Policies proposed by the Billings Area Chamber of Commerce.
· Support, in general, for the Montana League of Cities & Towns Legislative Resolutions.
· Support the State Library Commission budget proposals that assist local governments with providing public library services.
· Develop coalitions of mutual interest parties:  City, Chamber, County, Hospitals, MSU-B, Big Sky EDA, School Districts.
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