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SPECIAL REVIEW APPLICATION ADDENDUM
CITY OF BILLINGS

DIAMOND JUBILEE BUILDING
1214 MAIN STREET
BILLINGS, MT 59105

1. A.) In what ways is your proposal consistent with the goals and policies of the adopted
Growth Policy?

With regard to the Land Use Element of the Growth Policy my project appears to be a
good fit. The project is a continuing use of a closed existing facility, for the purpose it was
designed. It complies with current zoning, and will not contribute to any kind of urban sprawl.

In terms of the Economic Development Element of the Growth Policy it is apparent that
any closed business on Main Street leaves a hole. Returning that location to an open, vibrant
business will provide employment, add to the tax base, and bring the Heights a community
minded business person. Main Street is an entryway to our community, and to have an
attractive building sitting abandon and unused does not promote a sense of economic strength.
This project will again, reopen a closed business and create new jobs.

I have always found this building to be an attractive addition to Main Street. ~With
proper maintenance and landscaping it should remain so. My intention is to maintain the
building and make sure that the small amount of landscaping that is available is well done. This
should blend well with the Aesthetics Element of the Growth Plan and other applicable sections
of the plan also.

This may be a misinterpretation on my part, but the Public Facilities and Service Element
of the Growth Plan talks a little about dilapidated and unsafe properties, and vacant structures.
This property certainly could not be seen as dilapidated or unsafe, but it is vacant. My point is
that the longer properties remain vacant, the more likelihood there is of vandalism and
deterioration of the structures. Approving this special review would keep this building in use
and properly maintained.

1.B.) Why is there a need for the intended use of the property at this location?

This property has been used as a lounge or casino for over 50 years. Permitting an all
beverage license is consistent not only with the buildings’ previous use, but also with its design.
Over that 50 plus year history this location has operated with either a beer and wine license or an
all beverage license at different periods of time. When the location was closed in the latter part
of 2010 it had a beer and wine license, but it has had a full beverage license in the past. I think
an all beverage license gives this project a greater chance of being successful. Allowing the all
beverage license will open a closed business and it will provide employment.

1. C.) How will the public interest be served if this application is approved?

Again, I think the combination of a closed business re-opening, and the added
employment will be a benefit for Main Street and the community.




image2.png
1.D.) Prepare a written statement addressing what is intended to be done with the property,
including new construction or change in the use of the property, and why the special review is
being sought.

The property under consideration has been used as a lounge, or lounge/casino
combination for close to 50 years as I understand it. It is my intention to continue to use the
property for that same purpose. I would like to re-open the facility, after some minor interior
remodeling, and have a full beverage lounge with gaming and a small package liquor retail
space. There are no exterior changes planned for the building at this time.

The special review is being sought because the business that previously occupied the
building possessed a beer and wine license, and I would like to place an all beverage license in
the new business. There has been an all beverage license at this location in the past, but for the
last several years the proprietors had a beer and wine license only. The change back to a full
beverage license requires the special review.




