Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee
City of Billings & Yellowstone County

June 9, 2011

Dear Billings Mayor and City Council Members,

Please accept this letter on behalf of the Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee for the City of
Billings and Y ellowstone County supporting the passage of A Resolution of the City of Billingsto
Adopt a Complete Streets Policy.

The goals of the Bike and Pedestrian advisory Committee clearly align with the devel opment of
a Complete Streets Policy. With the passage of this resolution, Billings can join other
communities around the country that have realized the importance of encouraging safe and
healthy active living. The city can improve the quality of life of Billing’s residents by providing
safe, convenient, and comfortable modes of transportation for all users.

The Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee’s god is to create an environment in which all
members of the community can easily access all transportation modesin their everyday lives. We
believe that improving opportunities for walking and biking will make Billings and Y ellowstone
County amore desirable place to live as we work together to provide more transportation options
that are more economical, that will reduce vehicular traffic congestion in and around our city, and
that will provide for a more sustainable mode choice as we plan for the many short trips our
community can make by foot or bike.

We strongly support the passage of A Resolution to Adopt a Complete Streets Policy. A Complete
Streets Policy is consistent with our goal of making Y ellowstone County and the City of Billingsa
safer placeto travel by foot and bike.

Sincerely,

Kathy Aragon
Chair, Bike and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Committee Members: Jim Collins, Chris Cook
Doug Enderson, Brent Roberts,
Deidre Schafnitz, Don Vanica



May 25, 2011

City of Billings City Council

¢/ o Terry Smith, City of Billings Traffic Engineer
2224 Montana Ave

Billings, MT 59101

Dear City Council Members:

Please accept this letter on behalf of the Billings Traffic Control Board in support of the
passage of A Resolution of the City of Billings to Adopt a Complete Streets Policy.

Designing streets only for automobiles reduces opportunities for safe and convenient travel
choices including walking, bicycling, and using public transportation. Half of all automobile
trips were three miles or less and 28% were one mile or less. Continuing to invest in
incomplete streets will prevent people from using options such as walking, bicycling, or
using public transportation. Networks of Complete Streets, with pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure and improved access to and efficiency of public transportation, are needed in
Billings to reduce the burden of congestion on our roadways and improve travel times for all
users.

With the passage of this resolution, Billings can join other communities around the country
that have realized the importance of Complete Streets. The city can improve the safety and
quality of life of Billings residents by providing safe, convenient, and comfortable modes of
transportation that meets the needs and expectations of all users.

The Billings Traffic Control Board supports the creation of an environment in which all
members of the community can easily utilize different modes of transportation and therefore
we strongly support the passage of “A Resolution to Adopt a Complete Streets Policy”.

Sincerely,

A

Steve Zeier

Chair, City of Billings Traffic Control Board



Drenr City Council Members:

Please aceept this letter on behalf of the RiverStone Board of Health in support of the
passage of A Resolution of the City of Billings 1 Adopt a Complete Streets Palicy.

The 2005 and 2010 Community Health Assessment (CHA) clearly identifies that
Yellowstone County must continue work to create 3 healthier eommunity. In 2010, the
CHA showed that 72.9 percent of Yellowstone County residents are overweipht or obese,
This is a 10 percent nise in overweight and obesity in just a five-year period, an incresse rare
that is twice the national average. The 2010 CHA alse showed that only 47.2 percent of
residents meet nutionally recognized physical activity recommendations,

With the passage of this resolution, Billings cun join other communities around the country
that have realized the importance of encouraging healthy, active living. The city ean improve
the safety and quality of life of Billings residents by providing safe, convenient, and
comfortable modes of tanspormtion for all users,

The RiverStone Baand of Health supports the creation of an environment in which all
members of the community can easily access healthy choices in their everyday lives. We
believe that crearing a healthy place can help improve several health indicatars in the
papulation's health, including heart disease, diabetes, physical activity and mental health,

We strongly support the passage of A Resolution to Adopt & Complete Streets Policy, Not

only 1 it consistent with our goal of making Yellowstone County o healthier communiry, but
our expectation is that it will contribute to elevating the community’s health status.

Sincerely,

e
F | {':,,,‘,....?-' o>
F. Douglas Carr, MDD, MMM

Chairman, RiverStone Board of Health
Yellowstone County

123 Souch 27ch Sereer o Billings, MT 59101 - 4200 « www.riverstonchealth.org



July 1, 2011

Mayor Tom Hanel
Members of the Billings City Council

The Billings Chamber of Commerce/Convention & Visitors Bureau is
mmmmmmmwwmmm
Councll. Recognizing the importance to motorized and non-motorized

mmmmdmw-mhmhmnﬂnmm
development of all forms of transportation, thereby promoting alternatives
that lend themselves to a much healthier lifestyle. There are a number of
mpurhthntcumhtuhaddﬂmﬂuuﬁmmdmmﬂnﬁmﬂﬂi

Thdnmmuﬂhﬂpuﬂlmmﬂnmmmw
gives direction to staff, developers, and the general public. Itis
dupunduﬂnnlvn'lmrnfdm.lmm, muﬂmwﬂhmm
street configurations and transportation . Itis not intended 1o be a
cookie cutter approach to street design, and each review will be
considered with this guiding document as a basis.

Wum:mwuhwmmmnuﬁm.
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ph 40B-245-4111 [ [ 406-245-7333 { www.billingschambercom Convention
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Bincerely,

R Lok

v s Cok, Tresident
Yellowstone County Boast of Placcing
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SERVING BILLINGS, BROADVIEW AND YELLOWSTOMNE COUMNTY
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Julke 7, 2011

“avor and City Coundil

City b B llings
cfo Canci Beaudry, Directer of Planning

Dzar Mayor and Counczil Membars:

Alease accept this lettar on besalf of Big Sky Economic Deve opmant in supaatt of the proposed resolution
zdopting a Complese Streess Policy far tae City of Billings. This is #n impartant steg in tha Citv's continusd efforts
a anhanze the quality of wirour communivy, and iLis supporlive of our motusl work to redevelop the Lasl
Billings Urban Ronowal District (CRURD,.

An vuu koo, Sig Sky Eeunorne Bevelopament 2l the Gty of Billngs coatinue ta partner with propary owoers ta
revitalize the EBLIRD. Onz of the cantral ideas imoaur Master Planis the concept of “Zomplele 3troats” The WMastar
Man sugzests Lhal "Comglele Streets suppert ccoromic development effarts by providicg accessilble and efficient
connections betwesn many key destinations.” These connsctians zre fundamental to the success of the EEURD
sroject, Simaly, thiz arza must be—and fesl conrectad to—the Cantral Busime:s Dislricl and Lo Melra Park.

Curreally, we are warzing togetkor on the bac-way street convearsions on 2" and 37 Streets. This is one of the top
arojects listed in the implerentation section of the Raster Plar, The project is feeded through e S308,000 HUD-
Dl special Prajects grant secured by Bip Sky Economic Devzlapment. The intent af this project is to creste a
Complete Streets corridor end Lranspartation ink tal deltor supports Dus ness interests and inyvitzs pedestrians,
cyelisis, and motorsts to CRURD s businesses, The impeius is to create a destinatian rather than 3 pass-through
~here apafare, In shars, Compiete Streets works in the EBURD. Aind, we beliess the concaat will make a positive
acnnomic impach throughout the City.

We understare Lhat the resalution yvau are considering adooting iz inonded te guide toe City os L consider
future straet projects. [Lis an attractive, no-presongtiee appreach that supports cur partnerships within the laca
ausiness community, Aswall, it iz our understanding that the proposed Completa Streets Policy is consistent with
the awisting requirements of the Jioy's Subdivision Repulations, Tnerafare, it does nol impose any addad burdans
an develapers and busiress owners, These considerations are impartant to kig Sky Econamic Development, Tha
Zomplete Streets Policy, as intended and imp amented by the City, will ;uppart and fasiar businass cevelopment
and private, rezidential subdivision development.

&z such, 3iz Sky Economic Dovelopment respectfully encoasrcpes City Council te acdopt the resalution ereating 2
Complete streets Policy for the Citv. tis good for businass, And, it suaports whal we are trying o sccomplise tha
tBLIRD,

JinGeeir—
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