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August 30, 2011

Re: Special Review #893

Address: 407 N. 24th Street

To Whom it May Concern,

I am the current owner of the property at 407 N. 24th Street. A request has been made by the 
prospective buyers ( Jon Lodge and Jane Deschner ) for a variance on this single property to 
allow Single Family Residential. It is my wish to affirm, recommend and extend my full support 
to their effort. I believe their project once completed will provide a standard to which all other 
similar projects will aspire.

This property was on the open market for 6 months prior to the current agreement to purchase. In 
that time, many offers and much interest were shown. There was one recurring theme of the vast 
majority of those potential buyers. That theme was simply that minimal investment was needed 
in the infrastructure and appearance of the property to be “up and running”. They believed they 
could utilize the existing structure, appearance and zoning without a significant investment and 
still achieve their goal.  

The facts are: The building was built in 1949 and has had no significant renovations since that 
time.  This property needs a substantial infusion of funds and vision expended in order to be of 
any positive value to the surrounding community. Jon and Jane are willing to commit the 
financial resources, time and effort essential to achieve the property’s potential. The reason they 
are receiving so much support from the surrounding property owners is that the mutual benefit is 
obvious. 

This is the last of 4 buildings I originally owned on this block and in my opinion it is the most 
important. The proposed project is definitely the most ambitious yet ventured in terms of 
renovation and will complete the transformation of the corner from what was once a group of 
run-down partially abandoned brick buildings ( with a dilapidated dry cleaning business as an 
anchor ) to a vibrant and beautiful piece of downtown Billings.

In my opinion, although breweries, storage facilities, auto repair shops, construction operations, 
pawn shops, etc. all fall within the current zoning parameters, NONE of these uses would be of 
much benefit to the area or downtown community.

I hope that you not only approve their request for a variance, but lend your support to that effort.

Respectfully,
Robert Honaker   ( NA Thompson LLC )


