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22 May, 2014 

 

City of Billings Planning and Community Services 

Attn: Candi Millar, Director 

PO Box 1178 

Billings, MT 59103-1178 

 

RE: Request for TIF Fund Assistance – Carol Kraft 

 

Dear Ms. Millar,  

 

Ms. Carol Kraft has submitted a request for TIF fund assistance for a project in the East Billings 

Urban Renewal District.  The planned project removes two blighted buildings and a shed from a 

property located at 115 North 22nd Street (please see photos included with the attached application.) 

 

Ms. Kraft owns rental property directly to the North of the blighted property.  The blighted property 

has been abandoned for several years and is in extreme disrepair.  It is a major contributor to fiscal 

and physical deterioration to the neighborhood and an attractant for illegal activity.  After years of 

attempting to get the owner to take action, Ms. Kraft purchased the property and invested her own 

capital and time to resolve problems that the property has exacted on the neighborhood. 

 

According to Billings Chief of Police, Rich St John, this property has been a nuisance property for 

the police department for which they’ve had to expend countless man hours addressing trespassing, 

disorderly conduct, graffiti and intoxicated person (see attached letter.) 

 

In talking with business owners in the area, they too expressed concern.  The condition of the 

property has had a negative impact on their patrons by housing insect infestations and criminal 

activity.  They too are excited to see the blight removed and are looking forward to seeing positive 

redevelopment in the area in the future. 

 

The requested TIF funds are to help Ms. Kraft cover a portion of the eligible costs of the project.  

They include; 

 

1) Demolition of a blight 

2) Environmental testing required before the building could be removed 

3) Relocation of power pole 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On 13 May, 2014, the Board of Directors of the BIRD voted unanimously to support Ms. Kraft in 

her application for TIF fund assistance and recommend approval $6343 in funding from the East 

Billings TIFD to help cover the $14,095 in eligible costs.  We respectfully request that you review 

this application for compliance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

/SIGNED/ 

 

Kelly McCarthy 

Development Director 

406-545-7007 

kelly@billingsbird.com 

 

 
Attachments –  

- TIF Application 

- Excavation Contract 

- Environmental Inspection Invoice 

- Demolition Bond (Cayton Excavating) 

- Billing Police Department ltr 

- Pictures of the blighted property (18) 
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CITY OF BILLINGS 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

P.O. Box 1554 • Billings, MT 59103 
220 N. 27th St. • Billings, MT 59101 

(406) 657-8460 • Fax (406) 657-8417 • Email bpd@ci.billings.mt.us  

220 N. 27 th  
Billings, MT 59101 

May 15, 2014 

B.I.R.D. 

1413 4th  Ave. North 

Billings, MT 59101 

To whom it may concern: 

Subject: Property at 115 N. 22 nd  

I am writing in regards to the property listed above. It is my understanding that the property has been 

purchased by Ms. Carol Kraft and that she wants to demolish the existing structure and build 

improvements. I wholeheartedly support that plan. The address has been a nuisance property for the 

police department in that we have been there many times for of trespassing, graffiti, intoxicated 

persons, and disorderly conduct. 

The property is abandoned, unkempt, and unsupervised. All of which create an environment for the 

behaviors listed above. Remediation of the property will enhance property values and improve the 

quality of life for area residents. I encourage you to support Ms. Kraft's request. 

Sincerely, 

Rich St. John 

Chief of Police 

XllingsPide: 
City-wide 
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