ORDINANCE NO. 15-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS PROVIDING
THAT THE BILLINGS, MONTANA CITY CODE BE
AMENDED BY REVISING SECTIONS 23-1101, and
APPENDIX O; PROVIDING UPDATES TO THE
SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BILLINGS,
MONTANA:

Section 1. That Section 23-1101 of the Billings, Montana, City Code be amended so that
such section shall read as follows:

Section 23-1101. Variances.

The City Council may grant reasonable variances from the design and improvement standards of
these Regulations when strict compliance would result in undue hardship and the result would
not negatively affect public health and safety. The granting of a variance shall not have the
effect of nullifying the intent and purpose of these Regulations or justifying submission of an
incomplete application. The City Council may not approve a variance that would permit
structures within the floodway of the 100-year floodplain, as defined in 76-5-101, MCA.

Section 2. That Appendix O of the Billings, Montana, City Code be amended so that
such section shall read as follows:

APPENDIX O
FLOOD HAZARD EVALUATION

A. Definitions. (Sec. 76-5-103, MCA) Whenever the following words and phrases are used
in this Appendix, they shall be given the meaning attributed to them by this section.

1. Development: Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including
but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving,
excavation, or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials.

2. Flood Fringe: the identified portion of the floodplain outside of the floodway.

3. Flood of 100-year Frequency: A flood magnitude expecting to recur on the average of
once every 100 years or a flood magnitude that has a 1% chance of occurring in any
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given year. havings en )-chanee

Floodplain: The area adjoining the watercourse or drainway that would be covered by
the floodwater of a flood of 100-year frequency, except for sheet flood areas that receive
less than 1 foot of water per occurrence and are considered “zeneB" “shaded X zone” by
the federal emergency management agency.

Floodway: The channel of a watercourse or drainway and those portions of the
floodplain adjoining the channel that are reasonably required to carry and discharge the

ﬂoodwater of any Watercourse or dramwav S%F%&iﬂ—ﬂﬂd—t—h%&dj—&%%ﬂt—G*‘%Fbﬂﬂleﬁ%&S—Gh—a{

B. General.

1.

Land located within the floodway of a flood of 100-year frequency as defined by Title 76,

chapter 5. MCA. may not be subdivided for building purposes, or other uses that may be
prohibited by state or local floodplain regulations.

Where the 100-year floodway has been delineated by a Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), or a City- or County-approved
study on land in a subdivision, the 100-year floodway boundary and 100-year floodplain
boundary shall be shown on the plat of the subdivision and the area within the 100-year
floodway shall be labeled as a “No-Build Zone.”

Any development of land that is in the flood fringe, a Zone A as shown on a FIRM., or an
identified flood prone area is subject to the requirements of the City of Billings
Floodplain Regulations.
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Figure 1. 100-Year Floodplain Cross-Section Diagram
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Section 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after
second reading and final adoption as provided by law.

Section 4. REPEALER. All resolutions, ordinances, and sections of the City Code
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Page 5 of 6



Section 5. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this ordinance or the application
thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other
provisions of this ordinance which may be given effect without the invalid provisions or
application, and, to this end, the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable.

PASSED by the City Council on first reading this 13" day of July 2015.

PASSED, ADOPTED and APPROVED on second reading this 27" day of July 2015.

CITY OF BILLINGS

By

Thomas Hanel, Mayor

ATTEST:

By

Billie Guenther, City Clerk
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