
Variance 280 – Administrative Appeal – Lamar 
Applicant Appeal Letter and Relevant Permit Documents

CITY-COUNTY PLANNING DIVISION

Planning and Community Services Department



2825, 3rd Avenue North
4th Floor
Billings, MT 59102
406-247-8676
www.ci.billings.mt.us/planning

November 9, 2015

Kelly Strobel 
Lamar Outdoor
7505 Entryway Drive
Billings, MT 59106

RE: Request for permit – 2531 Old Hardin Road  

Dear Mr. Strobel, 

On October 28, 2015, Lamar submitted a request to construct a new billboard at 2531 Old Hardin Road. I have 
denied this request due to the fact the location is not at least 500 feet from an existing location of a billboard sign at 
2511 Old Hardin Road. The County Sign Code requires a minimum spacing of 500 feet between billboard signs 
(Article X, Section 4.06) as does the Montana ARM for permitting new billboard signs on the federal highway 
system. 

The existing billboard sign at 2511 Old Hardin Road is still in place as a permitted location. Lamar owns this sign. 
The owners of the property at 2511 Old Hardin Road have chosen not to renew a lease with Lamar Outdoor. The 
owners of the property at 2511 Old Hardin Road intend to engage another billboard (outdoor advertising) company 
to erect a new sign on the property once the Lamar lease on their property has expired and the sign is removed. 

The permit you submitted is for a location that is within 500 feet of the location at 2511 Old Hardin Road. I cannot 
approve the permit as submitted. You will need to find a location further east. 2539 or 2575 Old Hardin Road are 
further east and may have locations available that are at least 500 feet from the existing location. 

On October 14, 2015, I received a similar application from the owners/agent for a new billboard sign at the existing 
location at 2511 Old Hardin Road. I did not approve this application as the existing sign is still in place. I instructed 
the owner/applicant (outdoor advertiser) to re-apply when the existing sign is removed. 

If Lamar wants to secure a new location for the sign they will have to remove it from 2511 Old Hardin Road and it 
will need to be sited in a location at least 500 feet distant from the current location. You may consider this letter the 
final administrative decision in this matter. Section 27-1510 of the Unified Zoning Regulations allows Lamar to 
appeal this final administrative decision to the County Board of Adjustment. Any such appeal must be made within 
30 days of the date of the decision. The appeal period for this decision runs until December 9, 2015. 

Sincerely yours, 

Nicole Cromwell, AICP 
Zoning Coordinator 

CC: Wyeth Friday, Planning Division Manager
Patrick Hurley, MDT OAC

CITY-COUNTY PLANNING DIVISION



Planning and Community Services Department
2825, 3rd Avenue North
4th Floor
Billings, MT 59102
406-247-8676
www.ci.billings.mt.us/planning

December 9, 2015

Kelly Strobel 
Lamar Outdoor
7505 Entryway Drive
Billings, MT 59106

RE: Request for permit – 2531 Old Hardin Road - Permit #PLN-15-07831 

Dear Mr. Strobel, 

On December 2, 2015, Lamar submitted a request to construct a new billboard at 2531 Old Hardin Road. I have 
denied this request. Lamar had a billboard sign at 2511 Old Hardin Road. On October 14, 2015, the property owner 
at 2511 Old Hardin Road submitted an application to construct a new billboard sign provided and owned by another 
billboard sign company, Bella Outdoor. The property owner indicated in writing their prior intent to 1) not renew 
the lease with Lamar and 2) to construct another billboard sign on their property through another company. The 
property owner at 2511 Old Hardin Road has submitted a sign permit to construct this new sign received on the 
same day as Lamar’s permit application for 2531 Old Hardin Road. Given the property owners stated prior intent, a 
new sign cannot be constructed at 2531 Old Hardin Road. The proposed location at 2531 Old Hardin Road is less 
than the required 500-foot minimum separation distance to 2511 Old Hardin Road. The County Sign Code requires 
a minimum spacing of 500 feet between billboard signs (Article X, Section 4.06) as does the Montana ARM for 
permitting new billboard signs on the federal highway system. 

I also received on December 8, 2015, from Lamar, an administrative appeal of my decision to deny this location 
based on a previous permit submittal in October 2015. A hearing will be held on your appeal on January 14th, 2016 
before the County Board of Adjustment. The hearing will be held in the 1st Floor Conference Room here at the 
Miller Building, 2825 3rd Avenue North beginning at 4 pm. Your appeal is the second item on the agenda for this 
hearing date. I will notify you in writing about 1 week in advance of the hearing and include the staff report sent to 
the Board of Adjustment. 

Sincerely yours, 

Nicole Cromwell, AICP 
Zoning Coordinator 

CC: Dan Schwarz, Deputy County Attorney 
Wyeth Friday, Planning Division Manager
Patrick Hurley, MDT OAC












