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Development Committee Recommendation 
From March 9, 2016 

  

 

TITLE: Hart Albin Parking Garage 

COMMITTEE: Development Committee  

PRESENTED BY: Development Director 

 
Assistance Request:  The Hart Albin Parking Garage is a privately owned parking structure 
servicing the Hart Albin Building.  It is open to the public after 5pm on weekdays and all day 
Saturday and Sunday.  It has become very important to the weekend retail market as well as the 
night time economy.  Because the City of Billings controls the market regarding parking pricing, 
this structure, like those belonging to the city, suffers from an inability to generate enough 
revenue to fund a major make-over.  The current revenue of the structure at 100% leased 
spaces would generate a capacity to fund about $250,000 or less in improvements.  The 
structure is old but quite solid.  However, without significant intervention to abate current decay, 
the structure has a very limited life span.  If downtown Billings lost the parking capacity (229 
spaces) of this structure the cost to replace those spaces would fall onto the City of Billings at a 
cost of over $30,000 per space requiring $6,870,000.  The owners are seeking TIF assistance 
that would enable them to complete about $1,000,000.00 in improvements.
 
Since this is PARKING it qualifies for up to 100% in TIF assistance under Montana Code as well 
as our Urban Renewal Plans. DBP staff suggests that we approve a 1 to 1 match and set aside 
$250,000 a year for 2 fiscal years (FY17 and FY18) 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  Fund 203 TIFD Downtown has the ability to allocate $250K per year for
two years.   









DBP	Board	Minutes	of	Friday,	April	22,	2016	@	7:30	a.m.	
(GW	Building)(1st	Floor)	

	
Greg	Krueger	
Jim	Reno	
Phil	Nelson	
Joni	Harman	
Kim	Olsen	
Jock	West	

Sam	Merrick
Lisa	Harmon	
Tina	Volek	
Randy	Hafer	

Steve	Arveschoug	
Ryan	Sullivan	

Ray	Porrello
David	Fishbaugh	
Maisie	Sulser	
Norman	Miller	
William	Wood	

	
	
1.	Call	to	order,	Introductions,	Courtesies,	Public	Comment:	Mr.	West	called	the	meeting	to	
order	at	7:30	a.m.	A	quorum	was	present.	
	
2.	Regular	Business:		
	

a) Approval	of	minutes,	March	2016:	Mr.	Krueger	presented	the	minutes	from	March.	
Ms.	Olsen	moved	to	approve.	Mr.	Merrick	seconded.	Vote:	approved.	

b) Financial	Report:	Mr.	Krueger	presented	the	most	recent	financial	spreadsheet	
showing	the	cash	flow	of	Fund	203.		

c) Director’s	Report:	Mr.	Krueger	explained	the	current	state	of	fund	203	and	helped	the	
Board	understand	the	possibilities	of	funding	the	current	funding	requests.	

	
3.	Old	Business/Executive	Committee	Recommendations	
	

a) Parking	Garages/TIFD	Assistance	Plan:	The	DBP	would	like	to	allocate	$522,125	for	
parking	annually,	encumbering	$250,000	for	the	Hart	Albin	garage.	Mr.	Reno	moved	to	
approve.	Mr.	Arveschoug	seconded.	Ms.	Volek	abstained.	Vote:	approved.	

b) Montdevco	MOU/Property	Acquisition:	Mr.	Krueger	explained	the	project	on	1st	and	
29th	downtown,	and	the	next	steps	request	for	the	DBP	to	acquire	a	property	in	pursuit	
of	the	project.	Discussion	ensued.	The	request	is	for	$850,000	to	acquire	the	property.	
Mr.	Krueger	asked	for	a	motion.	Mr.	Arveschoug	made	a	motion	to	approve	the	MOU,	
asking	for	an	option	to	acquire	the	land	across	from	the	property	as	well.	Mr.	Hafer	
seconded.	Mr.	Miller	disapproved.	Mr.	Nelson	abstained.	Ms.	Volek	abstained.	Mr.	
Sullivan	was	not	present	and	is	non‐voting.	Vote:	approved.	

c) TIFD	Assistance/St.	Vincenct	de	Paul	build‐out:	Tabled	until	the	next	meeting.	
	
4.	Development	Committee	Recommendations:		
	 	

a) City	Loft	Apartments,	LLC:	Mr.	Krueger	presented	the	request	for	reimbursement	on	
the	City	Loft	Apartments.		

b) Rebel	River:	Mr.	Krueger	presented	the	project	request	from	Rebel	River	Marketing	
Firm.		

c) Wild	Ginger	Patio:	Mr.	Krueger	presented	the	request	from	Wild	Ginger	for	
reimbursement	for	their	patio	build‐out.		

d) Doc	Harper	Patio	and	Parklet:	Mr.	Krueger	presented	the	request	for	reimbursement	
and	approval	for	a	parklet	to	create	outdoor	patio	space.	

e) Stacked	vents:	Mr.	Krueger	explained	the	issues	being	experienced	at	Stacked	with	
their	smoke	vents	in	the	alley	and	expenses	related	to	that.	Discussion	ensued.	

	
5.	Board	Vote	on	items	4	above:	



	
	 a)	City	Loft	Apartments,	LLC:	Ms.	Volek	moved	to	approve	up	to	$30,000	in	assistance.	Mr.	
Miller	seconded.	Vote:	approved.	
	 b)	Rebel	River:	Mr.	Hafer	moved	to	approve.	Mr.	Nelson	seconded.	Vote:	approved.	
	 c)	Wild	Ginger	Patio:	Mr.	Wood	moved	to	approve.	Mr.	Reno	seconded.	Vote:	approved.	
	 d)	Doc	Harper	Patio	and	Parklet:	The	request	is	for	50%	of	up	to	$12,913.	Mr.	Miller	
moved	to	approve	the	requests.	Ms.	Volek	seconded.	Vote:	approved.	
	 e)	Stacked:	The	request	is	for	100%	of	the	cost	up	to	$41,000	for	fixing	the	vent	system.	Ms.	
Volek	moved	to	approve.	Mr.	Nelson	seconded.	Vote:	approved.		
	
6.	Partner	Reports:		
	

Cultural	partners:	Mr.	Wood	shared	details	from	an	event	for	discussing	granting	
procedures	from	the	State	of	Montana.		
	
DBA:	Ms.	Harmon	thanked	the	board	for	their	work	in	approving	needed	request	and	
announced	the	40	proposals	from	the	most	recent	business	plan	competition.		
	
School	Board:	N/A	
	
Property	Owners:	N/A		
	
County	Report:	N/A				
	
City	Report:	Ms.	Volek	shared	that	they	are	working	on	the	Babcock	Theater	transition	to	a	
City‐owned	theater,	budget	adjustments	for	police	and	fire,	and	parking	discussions.	
	
Big	Sky	EDA:	N/A	
	
Parking	Division:	Mr.	Fishbaugh	announced	plans	to	increase	rates	for	parking	downtown.	

They	are	exploring	various	implementation	plans.	
	
	
Meeting	adjourned	at	8:55	a.m.	
	
	
	




