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Attachment A

Staff Analysis and Recommendation

County Planning, County Public Works, and County Legal staffs have reviewed the two
requests from the applicant (See Page 2 and Page 4 of this attachment below) for 
variances from Section 4.6 (C) (B) (13) and Section 4.6 (A) (3) of the Yellowstone 
County Subdivision Regulations and are recommending denial. 

Variance #1: Section 4.6 (C) (B) (13) All roads within or adjacent to the subdivision 
shall be paved if they connect to an existing paved road.

The proposed subdivision is dedicating the internal roads to the county and will be 
creating an RSID-M to maintain them.  The applicant is asking to not have to pave the 
dedicated right-of-way from the intersection of South 68th Street West and Cowgirl Way 
going south to the south east corner of the subdivision.  As stated by county legal,
“Failure to pave the ‘stub’ on 68th at this time would mean that it would likely never be 
paved. We could never force a potential subdivider to the south of this proposed 
subdivision to pave something in a different subdivision after making an affirmative 
decision to allow the current subdivider to not pave on his own property.”

Variance #2: Section 4.6 (A) (3) There shall be right-of-way and road connections 
made when existing roads or platted roads outside of the subdivision connect to the 
subject parcel.

The second variance request is to not connect to an existing South 70th Street West road 
section in the subdivision to the south, Linlee Lake Estates.  This section of South 70th

Street West is already paved in the Linlee Lake Estates Subdivision to the southern edge 
of the proposed Cowboy Country subdivision.  The subdivision regulations require 
connection to existing streets that abut the subject property from surrounding 
subdivisions. County Legal Department staff stated that, “Failure to connect to the 
existing South 70th Street West would defeat the subdivision regulations that provide for 
connectivity.  There are countless commercial and residential subdivisions that use the 
same street for transportation needs.”

To provide connection to existing and future subdivisions, the entire length of South 68th

Street West needs to be built and a connection to the existing 70th Street West needs to 
take place for the benefit of future and existing property owners for the safety and ease of 
movement through the neighborhoods. Therefore, staff is recommending denial of the 
proposed variances, and recommends that the Planning Board recommend denial to the 
Board of County Commissioners.
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