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Attachment A 

 

Staff Analysis and Recommendation 

 

County Planning, County Public Works, and County Legal staffs have reviewed this request for 

a variance from Section 4.14.C.2 of the Yellowstone County Subdivision Regulations and are 

recommending approval.  

 

The proposed subdivision is within ½ road mile from an existing 20,000-gallon dry hydrant 

system in the Brey Subdivision to the north.  Major subdivisions are required to install a 30,000-

gallon dry hydrant system, the existing tank in Brey Subdivision is a 20,000-gallon system, it 

does not meet the current size requirement for major subdivisions.  This is the reason for the 

variance.  Laurel Fire Department has stated that they will be able to utilize this existing system 

for the 2nd Filing of Lipp Subdivision.  In the future when Lipp continues to develop and 

proposes it’s next filing they will be required to install a 30,000-gallon dry hydrant system 

within the Lipp Subdivision.   In the SIA under IV Emergency Service the applicant has 

included a sentence that states: Future filings of Lipp Subdivision will be subject to the 

Yellowstone County Subdivision Regulations in Place at that time.   

 

 

Staff is recommending approval of the proposed variance, and recommends that the Planning 

Board recommend approval to the Board of County Commissioners.  

 

 

Yellowstone County Subdivision Regulations: 

 

Section 4.14.C.2 Major, Commercial, and Subsequent Minor Subdivisions. The subdivider 

shall provide a minimum of one of the following mechanisms for fire suppression:  

 

1. A pressurized fire hydrant system meeting the flow requirements of the applicable Fire Code 

and NFPA 1142.  

 

2. An approved, single, minimum thirty thousand (30,000) gallon underground water storage tank 

with approved dry hydrant type fittings located not more than one-half (1/2) road mile from the 

furthest structure in the subdivision. If an approved existing underground water storage tank is 

located within one-half (1/2) road mile from the furthest structure of the proposed subdivision, it 

may be used to meet this requirement. In either case, the dry hydrant shall be constructed to the 

standards set forth by this Section.  

 

Alternative methods shall be reviewed by the fire department having jurisdiction with 

recommendations for approval made to the Board of County Commissioners.     
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