
           

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
AGENDA

July 27, 2017   MEETING  TIME: 10:30 a.m.
The Miller Building 1st Floor Conference Room
2825 3rd Avenue North
Billings, Montana  59101

             
1. Call to Order:  Scott Walker, Transportation Coordinator
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – As required ( minute maximum per person.) Any
member of the public may be heard on any subject that is not on the agenda. The
Transportation Advisory Committee will not take any action on these items at this time,
but could choose to add an item to the next meeting’s agenda for discussion.

 

a. Comments on items not on the agenda and requests to add items to future
agendas.

 

b. Comments on items on the non-public agenda items.
 

3.   Motion. Approval of the minutes of: April 6, 2017
 

4. Old Business:  There is no old business.
 

5. New Business
 

a. Motion/Recommendation.  2018 Billings Urban Area Unified Planning Work Program,
(UPWP).  Scott Walker, Transportation Coordinator, presenting.

 

6. Other Business
 

7. Future Agenda Items
 

8. Adjournment
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Billings Technical Advisory Committee 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes—April 6, 2017 

1. Call the meeting to order: Scott Walker called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 a.m. in the Miller Building first floor conference room, 2825 3rd Avenue North, 
Billings, Montana.  
 
Members Present:  
Scott Walker, Transportation Planning Coordinator; Wyeth Friday, Director, Planning & 
Community Services Depart; Vern Heisler, Deputy Public Works Director; Debi Meling, City 
Engineer; Public Works-Engineering Division; Erin Claunch, City Traffic Engineer, Tim Miller, 
Director, YC Public Works Dept.; Mike Black, YC Public Works Dept.; Debra Hagel, Transit 
Planner, MET; Gary Neville, MDT-Billings 
 
Others Present:  Lora Mattox, Transportation Planner; Tammy Deines, Planning Clerk; Jolene 
Rieck, Peaks to Plains Design 
 
Conference Call: Kenn Winegar, MDT Statewide and Urban Planning 
 
2.  Public Comment: Scott Walker opened the public comment portion of the meeting and asked 
if there was anyone wishing to make a comment at this time.  There was no public comment.   
 
3.  Minutes of August 4, 2016; October 20, 2016, March 2, 2017 
Motion 
Tim Miller made a motion and it was seconded by Debra Hagel to approve the minutes of 
August 4, 2016; October 20, 2016, and March 2, 2017 as submitted.  The motion carried 
with a unanimous voice vote. 
 
4.  New Business: 
4a Presentation.  Motion/Recommendation.  Billings Bikeway and Trail Master Plan.  Scott 
Walker, Transportation Coordinator, presenting. 
Scott Walker opened this agenda item and reviewed the hearing schedule.  He introduced 
consultant Jolene Reick, Peaks to Plains Design.  Ms. Rieck opened this agenda item with a 
PowerPoint presentation and thanked the members of the committee for their contributions to 
this plan as the issues are complex and dynamic. This is the final phase of the project with 
presentations and request for recommendations from the governing bodies.      
 
VISIONS & GOALS:  A Billings’ specific Executive Summary was added along with language 
to acknowledge current efforts.   
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS 
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BIKE LANE IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY 
This is updated to reflect successes in the community.  The miles of trail constructed is affected 
by annual funding availability. The accuracy of the data for non-motorized counts in Billings will 
raise with the standardization of the trail count program. 

 

WHERE CRASHES OCCUR: the statistics in the plan are clarified. 
 

NEEDS ASSESSMENT-Identifies the Types of Bicyclists: “Enthused & Confident”; “Interested 
but Concerned”; “No Way, No How”; and “Strong & Fearless” 
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BICYLE LEVEL OF TRAFFIC STRESS MAP-Clarified as 
requested by TAC members 
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Bike Parking will be addressed through the zoning code in order to establish requirements for 
bike park for new developments. 

PROGRAM & POLICY the language was updated for prioritization 
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MAINTENANCE- There were significant updates to this section. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 
There is a widening funding gap with more challenges due to the decrease in Federal funding for 
non-motorized transportation projects. The reality is that growth needs to pay for itself. 
Clarification was given to local funding. 

SHORT TERM PROJECTS-These projects will be competing for funding in the CIP. 
 

Discussion 
The reality is one size does not fit all for on street bike lanes/separated trails.  Wyeth Friday 
stated this was established for arterials and collectors in the Complete Streets Policy and 
suggested additional language be added if needed, and to highlight section 4.2 in the 
presentation.  Debi Meling commented on the Level of comfort/Level of Traffic Stress Map and 
suggested removing the existing conditions key for the underlying map.  Gary Neville pointed 
out the Recommendations/Billings Bypass depicts a separated shared used bike path.  The shared 
used path is separate from the roadway, and it is not currently in the plan to be built this way.  
There will be s separated bike path on Colton built by others.  Scott Walker reviewed the 
adoption schedule. 
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Planning Board #1 Presentation/PH of Item - Tuesday, April 11th at 6:00 p.m. 1st Floor Conference Room, 

Miller Building, 2825 3rd Avenue North -  
Planning Board #2 Recommendation/Action - Tuesday, April 25th  
  
Council Work Session Presentation - Monday, April 17th at 5:30 p.m. - Items to Wynnette Thursday 4/12 
Council Meeting Action - Monday, May 8th at 6:30 p.m. - memo by Thursday 4/20 - Both meeting held 

in the City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor City Hall 
  
County Discussion 
 

Discussion - Monday, May 1st at 2:00 p.m. – Memo week before 

Commissioner Meeting 
 

Presentation/Action - Tuesday May 2nd or 9th at 9:30 a.m.- Both meetings held in the 
County Commissioners Board Room, 4th Floor, County Courthouse 

  
PCC Final Action – Tuesday, May 16th at 12:00 p.m. - 4th Floor County Courthouse, 

Commissioner Board Room 

Scott Walker stated the TAC comments for this plan will be explained at the April 17, 2017 City 
Council Work Session.  Vern Heisler suggested cutting back on background information and 
focusing more on current information, and allowing more time for discussion and questions 
during the presentation.   

Motion/Recommendation 
Tim Miller made a motion and Gary Neville seconded the motion to forward a 
recommendation of approval to the governing bodies of the Billings Bikeway & Trails 
Master Plan update with the suggested changes.  The motion carried with a unanimous 
voice vote. 

Scott Walker thanked the committee members and the oversight committee as this is a crucial 
planning document.   
Other Business: 
 Update:  2017-18 Transportation Alternatives Program.  MDT received applications 

yesterday.  Lora Mattox provided a listing of statewide applications with associated costs 
and said staff is paying special attention to the applications submitted by the City of 
Missoula and Missoula County.  There is approximately 7-8 million dollars of available 
funding for projects and staff is tracking the program awards.   

 
Adjournment: 11:34 a.m. 
DRAFT- TO BE APPROVED BY A MOTION AT THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING. 
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