
Zone Change 971 – Hawk Creek PD  

Prior to any recommendation to the City Council, the Zoning Commission shall consider the 

following: 

 

1. Is the new zoning designed in accordance with the Growth Policy? 

The proposed zone change is consistent with the following guidelines of the 2016 Growth Policy: 

Community Fabric:  

 Developed landscape areas in commercial areas encourage more pedestrian activity and 

vibrant commercial activity  

 Attractive streetscapes provide a pleasant and calming travel experience in urban and 

suburban neighborhoods 

 Outdoor public spaces provide casual and relaxing gathering areas for people  

 Planning and construction of interconnected sidewalks and trails are important to the 

livability of Billings 

The proposed zoning will allow the owner to sell the property to the buyer who is interested in 

creating 2 new businesses with enhanced site development requirements to encourage pedestrian 

activity, enjoyment of outdoor spaces in a casual and relaxing atmosphere. The proposed PD will 

restrict uses that do not contribute or enhance these place-making activities.  

 

Strong Neighborhoods: 

 Walkable neighborhoods that permit convenient destinations such as neighborhood 

services, open space, parks, schools and public gathering spaces foster health, good will 

and social interaction 

The proposed zoning requires provisions for all modes of travel to and from the property and site 

development requirements to increase outdoor activity.  

 

Prosperity: 

 A diversity of available jobs can ensure a strong Billings’ economy;  

 Retaining and supporting existing businesses helps sustain a healthy economy 

 Successful businesses that provide local jobs benefit the community 

The proposed zoning will allow the new owners, Michael and Tyler Schmechel, to locate within the 

city limits in order to sustain and grow their business. Craft brewing and family oriented restaurants 

that offer outdoor casual dining and activities are a growth business in Montana. The local economy 

benefits from a diverse offering of community and neighborhood services. 

 

The proposed zone change is consistent with the following guidelines of the 2001 West Billings 

Neighborhood Plan:  

 Promote efficient utilization of land within the West Billings planning area by promoting 

well designed, more pedestrian friendly, urban development patterns with a mix of uses and 

an efficient, creative use of land. 

 Shorten automobile trips by locating non-industrial commercial development in close 

proximity to residential areas. 

 Limit “community” commercial centers to appropriate intersections of arterial streets and 

spaced no less than approximately two miles apart. Community commercial centers should 

be compatible with the surrounding area and designed to serve the overall West Billings 

community unless otherwise approved by the governing bodies. 



 
Future Land Use Map – West Billings Neighborhood Plan 2001 

 

2.   Is the new zoning designed to secure from fire and other dangers? 

The new zoning, as do all standard zoning districts, requires separation between buildings and 

setbacks from property lines. This should provide security from fire and other dangers.  

 

3. Whether the new zoning will promote public health, public safety and general welfare? 

Public health and public safety will be promoted by the proposed zoning. The PD provides for 

limitations on potentially incompatible uses – auto supply stores, gas stations, convenience stores 

and similar uses currently allowed by the NC zoning district.  

 

4. Will the new zoning facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, 

schools, parks and other public requirement?  

Transportation: The proposed zoning should not have any effect on the existing 

transportation system. An update of the existing TAS for the subdivision 

may be required by the City Traffic Engineer at the time a building permit 

is submitted. 

Water and Sewer: The City provides water and sewer to the property. There will be no 

additional impacts to the system from the proposed zoning.     

Schools and Parks: Schools and parks should not be affected by the proposed zoning.    

Fire and Police:  The subject property is served by city public safety services. The Police 

and Fire Departments had no concerns with the zone change. 

 

5. Will the new zoning provide adequate light and air? 

The proposed zoning provides for sufficient building separations to allow for adequate light 

and air.  

 

6. Will the new zoning effect motorized and non-motorized transportation? 

The new zoning should have no effect on transportation systems. The PD provides for an off 

system bike trail along the northern property line and requires bicycle parking facilities for 

each development within the PD.  

 

7. Will the new zoning promote compatible urban growth? 

The new zoning does promote compatibility with urban growth. The proposed zoning will 

allow this parcel to be developed with an in-demand type of dining and relaxation experience. 

Additional development within the 3-acre parcel will include other compatible uses.  



8. Does the new zoning consider the character of the district and the peculiar suitability of the 

property for particular uses? 

The proposed zoning does consider the character of the district and the suitability of the 

property for the proposed use. The proposed zoning tailors the underlying zoning of NC to 

provide 2 additional uses but prohibits many other uses normally allowed in the NC zone. The 

PD also has operational restrictions to respect and protect the adjacent neighborhood.  

 

9. Will the new zoning conserve the value of buildings? 

There are no buildings on the subject parcel. The value of surrounding buildings (north and 

south) may be improved by the proposed development. Marketability of adjacent property is 

not included within this review criteria. 

 

10. Will the new zoning encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the City of 

Billings? 

The proposed zoning will encourage an appropriate use of land in this part of Billings.  

 

 


