
           

POLICY COORDINATING COMMITTEE AGENDA

October 30, 2018   MEETING  TIME: 12:00 p.m.
316 N 26 ST, ROOM 3101
Billings, Montana  59101
(3RD FLOOR, STILLWATER BUILDING)

             

1. Call to Order/Pledge to the American Flag:  PCC Chairman
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – As required ( minute maximum per person.) Any member of the public may be heard
on any subject that is not on the agenda. The Policy Coordinating Committee will not take any action on these items at
this time, but could choose to add an item to the next meeting’s agenda for discussion.

 

a. Comments on items not on the agenda and requests to add items to future agendas.
 

b. Comments on items on the non-public agenda items.
 

3.   Motion. Approval of the minutes of: September 11, 2018
 

4. Old Business
 

a.   Motion/Recommendation 2018 Transportation Plan Update. Scott Walker, Transportation Planner
Link:  http://www.billingslrtp.com/system/images/2547/original/21353_Billings_Urban_Area_LRTP_v6.3_low_res.pdf
 

 

5. New Business
 

6. Other Business
 

7. Future Agenda Items
 

8. Adjournment
 

 

http://www.billingslrtp.com/system/images/2547/original/21353_Billings_Urban_Area_LRTP_v6.3_low_res.pdf
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Members Present: Chairman Commissioner John Ostlund, Board of County 
Commissioners; Councilman Larry Brewster, City of Billings Ward 2; Rod Nelson, MDT 
District Office; Planning Board President Darell Tunnicliff, Yellowstone County 
Planning Board 
 
Staff Present: Scott Walker, Transportation Planner, Planning & Community Services 
Department; Wyeth Friday, Director, Planning & Community Services Department, 
Elyse Monat, Bicycle Pedestrian Planner, Transportation Planner; Tammy Deines, 
Planning Clerk 
 
Others Present: Mike Black, Yellowstone County Public Works; Kurtis Schnieber, 
MDT-Billings; 
 
Conference Call: Katie Potts, MDT Planning, Greg Hahn, FHWA 
 
1.  Call to Order: Commissioner Ostlund called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m., 
Board of County Commissioners Board Room, Yellowstone County Courthouse 
and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
  
2. Communication from the Audience: Comments on items not on the agenda and 
requests to add items to future agendas.  Comments on items on the nonpublic agenda 
items. There was none. 
 
3.  Minutes of July 17, 2018 (The August 21, 2018 meeting was cancelled due to a lack 
of agenda items). 
 
Motion 
Darell Tunnicliff made a motion and it was seconded by Councilman Brewster to 
approve the minutes of , 2018.  The motion carried with a unanimous voice vote. 
  
5.  New Business:  
a.  Motion.  Billings MPO Public Participation Plan, (PPP), Scott Walker, 
Transportation Planner, presenting.   

Transportation Coordinator Scott Walker opened this agenda item and stated it has been 
approximately ten years since this document was last updated. He stressed the importance 
of including social media in the public participation process.  

Background: MPOs are mandated by the Federal Highway Act, (1973), to provide 
cooperative, comprehensive, and a continuing transportation planning and decision-
making process.  Currently this falls under the “Fixing America’s Surface Transportation, 
(FAST), Act.  A public participation plan, (PPP), is needed for compliance. The MPO 
facilitates between FHWA/MDT and local committees and governing bodies.  These 
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groups and/or advocates may include but are not limited to: Persons with limited English 
proficiency; Representatives of the disabled; Representatives of public transportation 
users; Representatives of pedestrian facility users; Representatives of bicycle facility 
users; Representatives of low-income communities; Representatives of minority 
communities; Freight shippers and haulers; Private providers of transportation; and 
Representatives of affected public agencies. Strategies and Tools include media; digital 
and print materials; online and social media, an in-person meetings.  The plan encourages 
creativity in outreach such as “Tag on Meetings” held during other events, Exhibits at 
events; Steering Committees, Focus Groups and Stakeholders; and tours.  

Discussion 
Chairman Ostlund called for questions and discussion.  There was none.  Chairman 
Ostlund called for a motion.   

Motion 
A motion was made by Darell Tunnicliff and seconded by Councilman Brewster to 
approve the Billings MPO Public Participation Plan, (PPP), as presented by staff.  
The motion carried with a unanimous voice vote. 

8b. Presentation/Discussion.  2019 Billings Urban Area Unified Planning Work 
Program, (UPWP), Scott Walker, Transportation Coordinator, presenting.  
Scott Walker stated this document outlines the staff goals and the funding It is an annual 
task related to management of local and PL funds.  He continued with a presentation.  
The Work program for the MPO is required to be revised reviewed by the governing 
bodies and adopted annually by PCC. 
 
Discussion 
Chairman Ostlund called for questions and discussion.  There was none.  Chairman 
Ostlund called for a motion.   
 
Motion 
A motion was made by Councilman Brewster and seconded by Darell Tunnicliff to 
approve the 2019 Billings Urban area Unified Planning Work Program, (UPWP), as 
presented by staff.  The motion carried with a unanimous voice vote. 

Future Agenda Items: October 16, 2018 
No items were announced. 
ADJOURNMENT: 12:48 pm 

 
DRAFT- To be approved by a motion on October 16, 2018 
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Rimrock Neighborhoods Task Force 

 
October 29, 2018 
 
Dear Policy Coordinating Committee Members, 
 
The Rimrock Neighborhoods Task Force, RNTF, an organized group of neighbors concerned 
about transportation, aesthetics/environment, safety, recreation, zoning and land use planning 
issues impacting our Rimrock neighborhoods, recommends the following items be included in 
the Committed List of the 2018 Billings Urban Area Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP): 
 
1) Conduct a feasibility/alignment study to update the 2004 Molt Road/Highway 3 Collector 
Road Planning Feasibility Study.  (Project ID# R58 in the LRTP) 
 
2) Conduct a feasibility/alignment study and update to the Functional Classification Map to 
build a road that connects Interstate 90 to Highway 3 on the west end of the Billings urban 
area.  
 
3) Conduct a feasibility study to install a permanent light or roundabout at the intersection of 
Rimrock Road and North 27th Street.  (Project ID# I1) 
 
These feasibility studies should include answers to what are the recommended connections 
and who is responsible for the project, e.g., City, MDT, County.  Finally, committed dollars 
should be set aside for these studies.   
 
4) Construct multi-use trails in and around Billings including the Skyline Trail along Highway 3 
from the Billings Airport roundabout to Zimmerman Park (Project ID# MT37) and the Stage 
Coach Trail along Zimmerman Trail from Highway 3 to Rimrock Road (Project ID# MT83).    
 
Please add or keep all of these projects to the Committed Project list of the 2018 Billings 
Urban Area Long Range Transportation Plan as all of them are true to our mission statement in 
the opening of our letter to you.          
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lyle Gabrian 
Chair, Rimrock Neighborhoods Task Force 
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