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What is an LRTP?

• Outlines the long-range vision for the 
transportation system

• Lists all transportation improvements that 
are expected in the next 20 years → 2040

A long range transportation plan (LRTP):
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Why are we updating it?

Metropolitan areas with populations over 50,000 
(such as the Billings urban area) are federally 
required to update their LRTP every 4 years

Updating this document helps Billings define its 
vision for the transportation system and plan 
future projects
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Who is involved?

Resource Agencies and Public
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Where are we in the timeline?

We Are Here
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What is next?

 Draft Plan is available for review and comment

 www.Billingslrtp.com

 Plan adoption schedule

 TAC Meeting – October 4th (completed)

 Yellowstone County BOCC – October 9th (completed)

 Yellowstone County Board of Planning – October 10th (completed)

 Billings City Council – October 15th (tonight)

 Yellowstone County BOCC – October 16th

 Billings City Council – October 22nd

 Yellowstone County Board of Planning – October 23rd

 Policy Coordinating Committee – October 30th
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http://www.billingslrtp.com/


Draft Plan is available for review and 

comment at www.billingslrtp.com
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What are the elements of the 2018 LRTP?

12 – 14 - Project Programming and Conformity

Recommended Plan Financial Plan Conformity Analysis/Determination

10 – 11 - Safety and Security

Safety Security

5 – 9 - Description of Multimodal Transportation Systems

Streets and Highways Transit Trucks Rail
Pedestrians and 

Bicyclists

4 - Existing and Future Land Uses

3 – Goals, Objectives, Performance Measures, and Targets

2 - Public and Interagency Involvement

Chapter 1 – Introduction 

• 15 Plans, Studies, & Policies Since 2014 LRTP

• 25 Major Projects Since 2014 LRTP

• 8 Ongoing 
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Public and Interagency Involvement
 www.billingslrtp.com

 Steering committee

 Resource agencies

 Youth engagement

 Open houses and online survey 

 Media coordination and social media

 Email updates

http://www.billingslrtp.com/


Where is the study area?
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LRTP Goals

• Develop a safe transportation system1. Safety

• Optimize, preserve, and enhance the existing transportation system2. Functional Integrity and Efficiency

• Identify and prioritize projects that mitigate deficiencies, maximize the use 
of existing facilities, and balance anticipated needs with available funding3. Prioritized Improvements

•Develop a transportation system that protects the natural environment and 
promotes a healthy, sustainable community4. Environment

•Create a transportation system that supports the practical and efficient 
use of transit5. Public Transit and Transportation

•Create a transportation system that supports the practical and efficient 
use of active transportation such as walking and bicycling6. Pedestrians and Bicyclists

•Ensure adequate transportation facilities to support the existing local 
economy and connect Billings to local, regional, and national commerce7. Economic Vitality
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Land Use – Population Growth (2017 to 2040)
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Land Use – Employment Growth (2017 to 2040)
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Functional Classification Map
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Draft Project List – Types / Categories

Committed 
Projects 

• Transportation 
Improvement 
Program (TIP)

• Capital 
Improvement Plan 
(CIP)

• Years 2018-2028

Recommended 
Projects

• Not programmed

• Upcoming projects 
for the TIP and CIP 

• Years 2029-2040

Illustrative 
Projects 

• Visionary

• Not expected to 
occur within 2040 
horizon

Fiscal Constraint of LRTP
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Draft Project List – Roadway and Intersection Projects
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Draft Project List – Roadway and Intersection Projects
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Committed Projects 

• 33 Roadway

• 30 Intersection

• Includes several 

annual programs

~$343 million

120 Total Projects

58 – Roadway

62 - Intersection



Draft Project List – Congestion Management Projects
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Draft Project List – Congestion Management Projects
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Committed Projects 

• 8 Congestion 

Management 

~$13 million

28 Total 

Projects



Draft Project List – Pedestrian, Bicycle, & Multi-use 

Trail Projects
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Draft Project List – Pedestrian Projects
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49 Total 

Projects



Draft Project List – Bicycle Lane Projects
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54 Total 

Projects



Draft Project List – Bicycle Boulevard Projects
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65 Total 

Projects



Draft Project List – Pedestrian, Bicyclists, & Multi-use Trails
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Committed Projects 

• 8 Pedestrian* (includes 

two annual programs)

• 2 Bike Lane* 

• 9 Multi-use Trail

~$19 million

276 Total Projects

49 – Pedestrian

54 – Bicycle Lane

65 – Bicycle Boulevard

108 – Multi-use Trail



Draft Projects and Strategies – Other Modes

Transit

• Increase funding 
through federal or 
local sources

• Improve equipment 
and facilities

• All-day fixed route 
service to Billings 
Heights by 2020

• Vehicle tracking and 
automatic fare 
collection by 2025

• Designated fixed-
route bus stops by 
2025

Truck

• Major roadway 
projects:

• Billings Bypass

• I-90 Yellowstone 
River Bridge

• Inner Belt Loop

• Widenings and 
reconstructions 
throughout the 
Billings Urban Area

Rail

• Crossing studies at 
27th Street and Moore 
Lane

• Improve underpasses 
at 21st Street and 13th

Street

• Coordinate rail 
infrastructure 
improvements with 
Lockwood
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Revenue & Project Cost Analysis –

Fiscal Constraint
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Estimated Revenue ~ $900M

Estimated C+R Projects ~ $800M

Difference ~ $100M



What is next?

 Draft Plan is available for review and comment

 www.Billingslrtp.com

 Plan adoption schedule

 TAC Meeting – October 4th (completed)

 Yellowstone County BOCC – October 9th (completed)

 Yellowstone County Board of Planning – October 10th (completed)

 Billings City Council – October 15th (tonight)

 Yellowstone County BOCC – October 16th

 Billings City Council – October 22nd

 Yellowstone County Board of Planning – October 23rd

 Policy Coordinating Committee – October 30th
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Thank You For Your Time

 Questions?
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