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Attachment A 
 

Staff Analysis and Recommendation 
 
City staff have reviewed the request (See Request Letter included below this analysis) for a 
variance from Section 23-406 - Streets and Roads (6), City of Billings Subdivision Regulations 
has been requested.  Dead-end Roads.  The maximum allowable length of dead-end road is six 
hundred (600) feet.  The applicant is asking for a variance from a maximum of a 600-foot dead 
end road to a maximum dead end length of 800 feet. 
 
City Staff has reviewed this request and is recommending approval of this variance.  City Fire 
Department feels this request is not a problem because they will be installing the required fire 
suppression systems as required by regulations. They are also providing a cul-de-sac end that is 
large enough to allow fire trucks to turn around. This will requested variance is allowable 
because they are providing all the needed requirements to still allow for a safe and functional 
road with all the needed safety measures in place. 
 
1. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or general 
welfare or injurious to other adjoining properties. The granting of the variance would not be 
detrimental to public health, safety and general welfare to any other adjoining properties as the 
cul-de-sac is only within this proposed subdivision and does not cut off any surrounding 
property.  
 
2. Because of the particular physical surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the 
specific property involved, an undue hardship to the owner would result if the strict letter of the 
regulation was enforced. There are no particular physical surroundings, shape or topographical 
condition of the land that would prevent the applicant from building a 600 foot dead end road but 
it would restrict the ability to have 3 lots meet a public road. 
 
3. The variance will not result in an increase in taxpayer burden; The variance will not increase 
taxpayer burden. There would be no change in taxes for surrounding property owners.  
 
4. The variance will not in any manner place the subdivision in nonconformance with any 
adopted zoning regulations or Growth Policy; The variance does not place this subdivision in 
nonconformance of any adopted zoning.  
 
5. The subdivider must prove that the alternative design is equally effective and the objectives of 
the improvements are satisfied. This alternative design allows for 3 lots to have access from a 
road that will be built to City of Billings road standards and allow for the future build out within 
the subdivision. It will also provide the ability to connect internal roads creating, in the future, 
multiple ways in and out of the subdivision.   
 
Therefore, staff is recommending approval of the proposed variance to the Billings City Council.  
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