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Agenda

• Speed Limits
• Traffic Calming
• Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
• Future Guidelines



What is the MUTCD

• Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
• National Standard
• Uniformity

• State to State, City to City

• Not when, but How
• Gives Guidance on when
• Size, Color, Shape, and Location

• MAY vs. SHOULD vs. SHALL



MUTCD Requirements

• MCA 61-8-202 requires the adoption of MUTCD

• MCA 61-8-206 requires Local Authority to adhere to MUTCD
• Also eliminates the use of automated traffic enforcement

(as adopted by BMCC 24-101)

• What does MUTCD say about speed limits?



MUTCD on Speed Limits

• SHALL be in increments of 5 mph

• SHOULD be within 5 mph of 85th percentile

• SHALL be located at points of change

• SHALL have add’l signs posted beyond major intersections

• SHALL be based on engineering study



Speed Limits

Which road should have a 
higher speed limit?  Why?



Setting Speed Limits

• Road classification

• Roadside development

• Parking

• Pedestrian/bicycle activity

• Road characteristics (horizontal/vertical curves, lane widths, 
landscaping, etc.)

• Operating speeds



Which road drives faster? 
Why?

Speed Limits



Which road drives faster? 
Why?

Speed Limits

51 mph 49 mph

43 mph42 mph

11% Over the 
Speed Limit

6% Under the 
Speed Limit



Speed Limits

• Ultimate guiding principle for driver behavior:
In the absence of steady enforcement, people will drive at 
a speed at which they feel comfortable.

• As comfort increases, so do speeds.

• How do we make drivers feel uncomfortable, and thus, slow down?

TRAFFIC CALMING!



• Horizontal shifts
• Chicanes, lateral shift, etc.

• Vertical shifts
• Speed humps, cushions, etc.

• Narrowings
• Bulbouts, islands, etc.

Traffic Calming





Historical Billings Traffic Calming

• Citizen request/complaint
• Engineering study to determine validity
• Funding secured?

• SID?
• Permit?
• No City funds

• Project constructed

• City projects or developer-related
• Requires assumption/prediction of problem



Future Billings Traffic Calming Guideline

• Include City funds?

• Becomes both reactive and proactive

• Engineering study to determine applicability

• Requires the need for ranking/prioritization

• Funds will need to be allocated



Future Billings Traffic Calming Guideline (cont’d)

• Start with “trouble” neighborhoods?  Schools?  Downtown?

• If deemed “applicable”, can neighborhood veto?

• If neighborhood is willing to pay entirely, can they build outside of 
the priority ranking?



Safe Routes to School (SRTS)

• Re-analyzed school boundaries in 2017

• Collaboration with SD2, Riverstone Health, Planning

• Compliant school zones

• Updated school maps





SRTS Tasks

• Identify enhancements at crossing locations
• RRFB
• HAWK

• Prioritize/rank the crossings
• ADT
• Speeds
• Ped volumes

• Missing sidewalk
• Public outreach – work with Schools

• Walking school busses
• Identify walking routes

• PW social media





Future Traffic Guidelines

• Traffic Control/Lane rentals
• Delivery Truck hours?

• Access Management
• Signing & Striping
• Street Lights
• Site & Subdivision Transportation Impacts



Questions?


