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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BILLINGS CITY COUNCIL 

 
July 26, 2021 

 
The Billings City Council met in regular session in the Council Chambers 

located on the second floor of the Police Facility, 220 North 27th Street, Billings, 
Montana. Mayor Cole called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and served as 
the meeting’s presiding officer. Councilmember Neese gave the invocation.  
 
ROLL CALL: Councilmembers present on roll call were: Shaw, Yakawich, Neese, 
Ewalt, Joy, Choriki, Purinton, Ronning, and Boyett. Councilmember Brown was 
excused.  
 
MINUTES: 
 

June 28, 2021 - Councilmember Choriki noted a revision on Page 6, 
Paragraph 5, “He stated his support in paving Bruce Street and all other gravel 
streets in the City but questioned the rationale for prioritizing certain streets over 
others Bruce Street at this time without following normal procedures.” He made a 
motion to approve with the changes noted, seconded by Councilmember Neese. On 
a voice vote, the motion was approved unanimously. 

July 12, 2021 - Minutes were pending.  
 
COURTESIES: 

• Deborah Singer, Northwestern Energy company, awarded the City a 
rebate check in the amount of $65,750; Public Works - $62,500 and Parks - $3,250! 
She stated the City would realize additional yearly savings of $61,200/yr. because of 
their energy saving modifications.  

• Mayor Cole mentioned that citizens needed to be vigilant about 
receiving COVID-19 vaccinations as the Delta variant was increasing and was more 
easily spread.  

• Adam Liberty, Billings Catholic Schools Foundation, introduced himself 
to the Council as the President of the Foundation. He mentioned they had 
experienced an increase in their enrollment and that trend was continuing.  

• Becky Bey, Project Manager, Substance Abuse Connect, in 
partnership with Rimrock Foundation, stated they were co-hosting a number of 
community conversations with Ben Cort, a national expert on marijuana impacts. 
She invited the Council and Public to attend any of the following meeting dates – 
August 5th, Billings Public Library, meeting with community leaders and the public 
from 1-3 pm; August 9th from 10-Noon at United Way, meeting with government 
leaders; August 9th from 5:30-7:30 pm, at the Vineyard Church, meeting focused on 
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