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4G Macro Cell facilities to 
5G Small Cell Technology



Overview of  5G’s Significance and Characteristics





What is Right-of-Way?



Access to ROW is necessary for optimal 5G small cell deployments



Federal 
Telecommunications 
Act of 1996 
authorizes wireless 
providers to have the 
absolute right to 
place Small Cell 
wireless facilities in 
the ROW, subject to:

Design Review of  
the Small Cell

Density (Location) 
Standards

Recoupment of  
Costs of  Application 

Review and ROW 
Management



Fees charged to Providers cannot effectively 
prohibit deployment
Fees for application review, right-of-way access and attachment to public property are 
allowed but must be cost-based and objectively reasonable.  The FCC has established the 
following “safe harbor” fees amounts:

→ One-time fees:  $500 for an application covering up to five small cell attachments to 
existing public property; $100 for each additional attachment; and $1,000 for a new 
pole containing small cell equipment.

→ Recurring fees: an annual fee of $270 per unit to cover costs, such as right-of-way 
maintenance.

The FCC says it believes cities will be able to justify charging higher amounts only in very 
limited circumstances, and that providers are unlikely to take a city to court if its fees do 
not exceed these amounts.  



Small Cell 
Wireless 
Ordinance

• Ordinance governs the 
placement of  all small wireless 

telecommunication facilities in the 
public right-of-way. 

• Overseen by Public Works 
Director or designee. 

• Establishes application and 
approval process for small 

wireless telecommunication 
facilities in the public right-of-way 

to promote efficiency in the 
expansion of  wireless service and 
coverage within the City to serve 

residents and businesses. 

• Imposes reasonable time, place 
and manner regulations upon the 

installation of  wireless 
telecommunication facilities 

within the public right-of-way. 

• Prevents visual and physical 
obstructions that create safety 

hazards. 

• Protects the aesthetics and 
character of  the locations where 

wireless telecommunications 
facilities are installed.
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